7TH STUDY IN INDIA SHORT TERM 2019 PAN INDIA PROGRAM
Psychology, Gender and Policy Perspective in Indian Culture
Rapporteur: Rhicha Tripathi SLS’16, Hitesh Ganwani SLS’16, Hiteshree Dudani SLS’16,
Anushka Sharma SOT’18.

29 Apr. - 11 May, 2019: The School of Liberal Science, Pandit Deendayal Petroleum
University organised its 7th Study in India (short term pan India) Program from 29th April
2019 to 11th May 2019. The aim of the programme focused on the module of ‘Psychology,
Gender and Policy Perspective in Indian Culture’. Delegation comprising 10 members from
Canada-India Center of Excellence, Carleton University, Ottawa, Canada were a part of this
programme. Prof. Nigam Dave, Director & Head, Office of International Relations (OIR),
Program chairs Dr. Ritu Sharma, Ms. Neeta Khurana and Dr. D. Sriram, with a team of
student coordinators Ms. Rhicha Tripathi, Mr. Hitesh Ganwani and Ms. Hiteshree Dudani
along with the OIR team including Mr. Martin Santhan, Project Coordinator weaved this
three-credit course. The objective of this course is to provide students with a practical
overview of the cross-cultural facets in context to processes and issues which they must
understand to manage people, behaviour and policy along with close interaction with the
Indian society to understand Indian Culture. The program has been designed with intensive
and rigorous training for 97 hours spread across two weeks and 7 cities of India.
The first day of their visit to India started with some informal interaction with the student
coordinators, campus visit and shopping in the Ahmedabad-1 mall. They students were
surprised to see that there was not much difference in the malls of India and Canada.
The next day i.e. 30th April, 2019 began with a lecture about the foundation and history of
India by Dr. Anurag Srivastava, Assistant Professor at PDPU. The delegates found the
session very interesting as through it they were introduced to India’s rich history and famous
personalities of India. The orientation session took place after the lecture, in which the CICE
delegates were briefed about the program details, safety measures and the expectation from
the attendees’ side at the end of the program. The orientation session was followed by a
Formal Welcome Ceremony. The delegates were introduced to Dr. C. Gopal Krishnan,
Director General, PDPU, Dr. Nigam Dave, Director & Head, OIR and Mr. Gagan Aggarwal,
India Associate, CICE. Ms. Jeena George, Trade Commissioner Assistant, Global Affairs
Canada also joined the ceremony. Before lunch they had a lecture with the team from

Innovation and Incubation center, PDPU and how they encourage students to think out of the
box to begin a start-up. After the lunch the delegates were taken to Entrepreneurship
Development Institute of India, Gandhinagar for a session on Entrepreneurship in India and a
campus visit. The day ended with a dinner at Rajwadu, to give them a feel of authentic
Guajarati culture and cuisines.
The day-three began with a visit to the kitchens of Akshay Patra Foundation, followed by a
visit to the Hare Krishna Temple. On there way back to PDPU the delegation visited the
Adalaj Ki Vav (Adalaj Stepwell). They had the evening for themselves and then they were
taken for the Night Heritage walk.
On the fourth day, as a part of Industrial visit, they visited the Amul Dairy and Chocolate
Plant located in Anand. They also attended an academic lecture on Indian Business Structure
and Corporate Culture of Cooperatives. As a part of another buddy activity, the PDPU
volunteers organized a dance workshop for the students of CICE in the evening.
On the fifth day, after a lecture on Urban Planning and campus visit by Mr. Subhrangsu
Goswami, at the Center for Environment Planning and Technology, Ahmedabad, the
delegation proceeded for their trip to Lokniketan Trust which is an NGO involved in teaching
students at a school and undergraduate level. They had their first interactive lecture by Mr.
Kiran Chavda on Perspectives on NGO Management in Rural India. There the delegation
enjoyed meeting the children.
The next day i.e. 4th of May, they went for a trek in Sembalpani. At the top of the cliff, the
students were guided to an area which contained a peculiar painting, depicting an ancient
human and their livestock. This cave painting is said to be four-thousand-year old. The
delegation showed great enthusiasm during the whole trek even after getting tired. When the
trek was over, the students journeyed back to Lokniketan trust, from where they again left for
Ahmedabad.
On day 7 the delegation from CICE travelled to Dehradun. In the evening, after some rest, the
delegation along with the student coordinator Ms. Rhicha Tripathi and PDPU faculty Dr.
Sriram, set out to visit Tapkeshwar Temple, one of the most famous temples dedicated to
Lord Shiva. On next day, the delegation visited the beautiful and lush green campus of Forest
Research Institute and their museum. Thereafter, they had a session with Mr. Kapil Joshi, IFS
and Chief Conservator of Forests of Uttarakhand Forest Department. After lunch the group
travelled to Rishikesh, where they journeyed to the famous Beatles Ashram, through the Ram
Jhula over river Ganga. The evening ended with the delegation attending the famous Ghat
Aarti of river Ganga and a lavishing dinner at the Beatles Café.

The ninth day had another industrial visit to THDC India Ltd in Rishikesh and a lecture on
CSR activities by Mr. Shailendra Singh. then the group visited a dam under THDC.
Following the lunch, the group headed to Haridwar, where they enjoyed a three-hour long
Jungle Safari at the Rajaji National Park. On the next day the moved on to Delhi.
The delegation along with Dr. Sriram arrived in Delhi on 8th May (i.e. Day 10). After a
delightful lunch and some rest, the group set out to explore the famous Cannaught Place
Market of New Delhi.
Next day, delegation departed early morning for Agra and visited the Agra Fort and the Taj
Mahal. According to them this was one of the most beautiful places they visited ever in the
world. Delegation spent lot of time clicking pictures with World famous Taj Mahal. On their
last day in India they attended a lecture by Ms. Meenakshi Batra, CEO, Chaity Aid
Foundation India at CAF India office. The program ended with the delegations giving their
presentations on learnings drawn through the course. Students from CICE received
certificates for completion of the course in the Valedictory Ceremony on 11th May, 2019
which was followed by a concluding session by Dr. Sriram Divi. In night they departed from
Delhi for Ottawa, Canada with several memories and life long learnings to cherish forever.
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