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1. Security as a Factor in India’s Neighbourhood Policy

Dr. Ashok Behuria
India’s approach to the neighbourhood has been admittedly nonreciprocal, non-mercantilist and non-predatory. As a country accounting for
70 per cent of the GDP, territory and defence expenditure in the South Asian
region, India’s neighbourhood policy has been recognized by various
commentators as being remarkably non-hegemonistic and accommodative.
However, even if it is a truism to assert that foreign policies of states
are designed to enhance their security and serve their long-term national
interests, there is considerably less appreciation of the fact at the scholarly
level that such generosity displayed by India towards its neighbors is
predicated by its overarching concern for its security. Most of its endemic
security threats originate from the neighbourhood and arise out of the
complicate historical legacy issues that continue to bedevil the region. The
diversity of the security challenges for India, and the internal-external threat
continuum in this domain, make it complicated for India to frame the right
kind of approach towards its neighbors. The complexities involved need to be
deconstructed and reinterpreted for better appreciation of India’s security
vulnerabilities and its approach to address them.
This paper/lecture seeks to outline the security challenges for India emanating
from the neighbourhood and critically analyse India’s approach to its
immediate neighbourhood.
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before that he was working as Assistant Director at International Centre for
Peace Studies, New Delhi. Dr. Behuria has also been Editor of International
Studies, the prestigious research journal from Jawaharlal Nehru University
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2. Economic Security in India
Dr Rasananda Panda
Dr Prashanta Chandra Panda

The last few years have been years of major policy changes for India's
paradigms of national security. Although reforms in security policy are taking
place, the slowdown of economies are making a direct threat to national
security and moreover to the national financial security. Many lead indicators
have observed signs of stress in the business cycle and the financial cycle. A
potential slowdown in the Indian economy was suspected in many quarters
since 2015. However, today these stress indicators are clearly visible. Many
indicators such as demand (consumption pattern), GDP growth rate (6.8% in
2018-19), private investments are slowing down. We see a few job
opportunities are created than the expectations. Our export is struggling to
become globally competitive. High cost of credit and tax component, poor in
skill and innovation need to be addressed.
All these factors are collectively pressurizing to symptoms of cyclical
slowdown for India’s economy. Despite real GDP hits 4.8 per cent in 201920, the jobless growth, NPAs in leading banks and slowdown in demand are
concerns for industry and households. The pressure on the firms is yielding
into a performance gap in potential and actual performance of the economy.
Several reforms are carried out to rail in economic growth. Transition time is
more if economy is in suspense and bigger economies in world are looking at
benefits of protectionism. The way these structural changes are currently
designed, it seems the government was in a hurry with less directions towards
well-planned implementation strategy. Government cannot afford accusation
of any economic misconduct and misadventure.
It is a short-term problem, but considering different indicators, natural
progress of 9% real growth may not be possible. Instead, it requires a
response at the policy level, and any leniency will begin the declining process.
This research study claims that the situation on the economic front, however,

not pleasant, but the Indian economy does not need to be in turmoil. Instead,
it needs to remain calm with accommodative monetary and fiscal policy-level
decision. Potential recessionary indicators are expected irrespective of efforts
of governments and regulatory bodies. It is a by-product of global economic
and financial convergence and difficult financial arrangements. This
integration has opened many opportunities and international trade entries for
India but has also increased the risk across the economy.
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3. Internal Security Concerns of India: Alternative Discourses

Dr. Anshuman Behera

The internal security threats in India can be broadly classified into four
major areas: the Left-Wing extremism (Maoism); militancy in Northeast;
separatism and terrorism in Kashmir; and terrorism in hinterland. These
security issues are widely seen as critical threats to the Indian state.
Accordingly, the state response has been to deal with the violence, mostly by
a counterviolence initiatives, to minimise the threat perception. In the process
of responding to these security concerns in terms of dealing with the violent
aspects, the Indian state seems to have overlooked engaging with the social
issues and bases that have been the source of support and legitimacy to most
of these conflicts.
Stepping away from the dominant narratives of India’s internal security
concerns, this paper seeks to engage with the alternative narratives. In this
process the paper interrogates successive governments responses to the
internal security issues and critically engages in identifying the successes and
the limitations. The second part of the paper flags the socio-political issues
that are critical to the respective conflicts. In this process it is important to
identify the realistic issues and the distorted emotions that are associated with
each of these conflicts. The role of the stake holders and the institutions
around which they interact are also highlighted in the paper. The paper
concludes with a set of policy recommendations with an objective to deal with
the internal security concerns effectively.
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4. ‘Secrecy as Security Strategy’ in India’s Nuclear Governance

Dr. Sitakanta Mishra

Any attempt to fathom the exact contour of India’s nuclear weapons
inventory and related assets would be futile as New Delhi adheres to a great
deal of ‘secrecy’ as a security strategy, unlike the United States that publishes
some technical safeguards and procedural steps it takes to secure its nuclear
assets. ‘Secrecy’ has been a constant factor ever since India intended to
develop “operational nuclear forces under the gaze of a hostile
nonproliferation regime” and its lead enforcer, the United State. The Indian
government has shown the barest of glimpses of what steps taken to ensure
deterrence while maximising safety and security. In addition, India’s selfimposed NFU posture necessitates ‘opacity and ambiguity’ of the steps it
takes to ensure nuclear deterrence, which is viewed as a stabilizing factor in
nuclear South Asia as it provides space for considerable speculation.
‘Secrecy’ as a security strategy has built into India’s nuclear
programme since its inception. India’s sharp reaction to the Baruch Plan
(1946) which proposed to retain “managerial control or ownership of all
atomic energy” can be viewed in this regard. Prime Minister Jawaharlal
Nehru instructed Vijayalaxmi Pandit, India’s representative to UN, “to
withhold wholehearted approval of the Baruch Plan because India may lose
its sovereign right to explore and use its abundant natural resources like
thorium.” Ever since, crucial decisions relating to India’s nuclear programme
have largely been oral and are still shrouded in mystery.
One often hears about US intelligence surveillance of the Indian test
site at Pokhran. As per the recent declassified documents, after it became
clear by USA reconnaissance satellite imagery that India was planning a
nuclear test in 1995, USA Ambassador to India Frank Wisner “warned the
Prime Minister’s Office that such a move would backfire.” Under US pressure
India had to abandon the planned test subsequently. In the years ahead, by
maintaining stringent secrecy, India conducted second round of nuclear test in
1998, skilfully defying US scrutiny. In 1998, while proclaiming itself as a

Nuclear Weapon State and structured its triad, a strategy of secrecy is also
built into its governing structure of nuclear assets. As India considers nuclear
weapons as political weapons, not for war initiating but for retaliation,
survivability of its nuclear assets is crucial. Survivability of assets can largely
be ensured through sophisticated physical security, secrecy and dispersal. An
ambiguous and opaque nuclear weapons strategy, therefore, ensures
survivability the best. Probably for that matter, India has not made any official
statement regarding the detailed status and implementation of the draft
nuclear doctrine, except the proclamation that it has been accepted by the
CCS on 04 January 2003.
A degree of opacity undoubtedly strengthens India’s nuclear deterrent,
but complete lack of transparency could lead to serious misperceptions and
miscalculation. Owing to the “low levels of transparency” on nuclear
materials and material security, India has been criticised, and ranked low in
the NTI Nuclear Material Security Index. As India’s deterrent [triad] is still in
the making, any transparency initiative will have to be limited and certainly
on India’s confidence in reliability and survivability of its own capability. If
India’s status upgrades from de facto to de jure nuclear weapon state, which is
unlikely soon, or achieve greater international acceptance owing to its
increasing global clout and confidence, can India afford more nuclear
transparency? Or, will the future nuclear weapons decisions of a ‘rising India’
remain inexplicable as usual?
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5. National Security Narratives: Challenges and Scopes

Dr. Rajiv Nayan

National Security is indispensable for a country’s survival and growth.
Although security has been a complex issue in human history, its complexity
increases in the contemporary period because of technological developments
and the movement of people across the world for diverse reasons. The
complexity of security has led to constant thinking and rethinking about the
idea of security, its processes and dynamics. Quite naturally, a country
evolves its strategy to secure itself considering the dynamic nature of security.
A country searches for resources to strengthen its security. If external
dimension of its security is shared by other countries, resources may be
shared by the countries facing the common security challenges.
India, a civilizational state, has been struggling with its security not
only since its independence but also before it. Though ancient India had the
understanding that security is paramount for any country, yet miscalculation
and the gap in practice made India face external aggression that led to its
subjugation. Some invaders came and settled down in this country. They
became part of the Indian society and culture. But others preferred to plunder
and take the Indian wealth away to their countries. The colonial plunder
impoverished the country, which affected the Indian security choices after
becoming independent. The 1962 setback made the Indian leadership realise
that security of the country is as necessary as economic development. That
thinking still resonates.
The most dominant security challenge before the country is to oversee
its difficult neighbourhood. The Indian security forces manage land border of
15,106.7 km length and a coastline of 7516.6 km. In peacetime, border
management involves prevention of surreptitious and silent infiltration and
intrusion. Firing on the border may not have the mission of capturing territory
but to facilitate infiltration and disturb border areas. External security,
generally, involves the physical protection of the country. Internal security
involves protection of internal cohesion and system.

Indian maritime security includes coastal and offshore security. India’s
territorial waters need to be patrolled because of activities which are inimical
to India’s national security. The 2008 Mumbai incidents clearly demonstrated
that sea could be a route for terrorist infiltration into the country. In recent
years, emerging technologies are appearing as a new set of security issues.
These technologies may pose security challenges to nation-states and the
international community. As discussed, cyber security is one of these
challenges. Robotics and artificial intelligence are also buzz-words today and
will have significant impact on our lives in the future. The availability of fastmoving connectivity requires India to revisit its security infrastructure and
orientation.

Speaker’s Bio
Dr Rajiv Nayan is a Senior Research Associate at the Institute for Defence
Studies and Analyses, New Delhi. He has been working with the Institute
since 1993, where he specializes in international relations, security issues,
especially the politics of nuclear disarmament, export control, nonproliferation, and arms control. Rajiv was a Visiting Research Fellow at Japan
Institute of International Affairs, Tokyo, where he published his monographNon-Proliferation Issues in South Asia. He was also Senior Researcher at
Peace Research Institute Oslo, a Senior Visiting Research Fellow at King’s
College London and a Visiting Fulbright Scholar at the Center on
International Cooperation, New York University. He holds a Ph.D. and a
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International Relations from Jawaharlal Nehru University, New Delhi. In his
doctoral dissertation, he studied implications of the Missile Technology
Control Regime for Indian security and economy.
Rajiv Nayan is the author of book The Strategic Trade Management and India
(Springer). His edited book Nuclear Non-Proliferation Treaty and India was
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6. Emerging Threats of Terrorism to India
Manish*

India is facing a period of heightened terrorist threat due to internal,
regional and global factors. Almost a decade after the bloody Mumbai attacks,
which targeted the luxury hotels and other locations in the country’s
commercial capital, the threat of an ‘spectacular’ Mumbai-like terror attack
has not receded. Undoubtedly, India has been a victim of terror violence well
before the 26/ 11 Mumbai attack. However, the increasing complexity of
terrorism in India has posed a major challenge. Terror is now not just a threat
perpetuated by some amorphous entities like the Lashkar-e-Toiba (LeT) or
Jaish-e-Mohammad (JeM) or our own home-grown militants but has statesponsorship from across our border. At least 180 terrorist groups have been
listed so far, that have operated within India over the last 20 years.
A new addition to the menace of terror is also the use of technology
and cyber networks to proselytize the youth. Many of these militants’ groups
in our neighbourhood are engaged in this proselytizing activity as well. The
world also has thus far witnessed a surge of radicalising effect. The use of
terror as an extension of its foreign and military policy, coupled with the
weakness of the elected government in neighbouring Pakistan, the surge of
the Islamic State, as well as competition between groups like LeT, JeM, and
al-Qaida affiliates, have all combined to raise the risk of an altogether new
terror threats.
A new trend is sympathy for Islamists within India and outside among
a small segment of local Muslim youth, further complicates the situation. As
per reports, many Indians have reportedly travelled to join the ISIS. The lack
of a coherent strategy to deal with such radicalisation within, further poses a
challenge to New Delhi. The proposed paper therefore would attempt to touch
upon some of these emerging threats to New Delhi from local, regional and
global developments. It will employ interdisciplinary tools to develop an
understanding of the new terrorism: groups involved, support networks and an

internal and external enabling environment which sustains this terror, their
modus operandi in its totality; and will suggest ways and means to combat it.
Speaker’s Bio
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7. Assessing India’s Maritime Security Strategy for Indo-Pacific
Region
Prakash Panneerselvam

India’s maritime security is closely netted with the peace and stability
of Indo-pacific region. The geographical location of India makes it has a
dominant player in the region, making the role of Indian Navy critical. Over
the period, Navy’s roles and responsibility have also expanded significantly in
response to changing geopolitical circumstances. The Ensuring Secures Seas:
India’s Maritime Security Strategy – 2015 publications clearly articulate the
Navy’s maritime strategic outlook. Since then the geo-economics and
geostrategic situation has undergone major changes. The first is the strategic
competition between the US and China is making sweeping changes in the
Indo-pacific strategic environment. Secondly, the rise of Chinese naval power
in Asia has a far more significant impact on foreign policy of maritime
nations. The People Liberation Army – Navy (PLA-Navy) vessels foraying
into the Indian Ocean, PLA-navy submarine patrolling strategic sea-lane in
the region has impacted India’s maritime environment.
In response to growing Chinese threat, India utilize the Indo-pacific
concept as a regional engagement policy. As the result, India is scaling up its
cooperation with the US, Japan, Australia, Singapore, Vietnam, Indonesia and
other naval power in the region to discourage China from taking assertive
position in the maritime domain. While simultaneously India is also pursuing
a reassurance strategy to convince Beijing that India is not really balancing or
hedging against China. At this juncture, it is crucial to analysis the maritime
security strategy of India and how navy is calibrating its Indo-Pacific strategy.

Speaker’s Bio
Prakash Pannerselvam is an Assistant Professor with the International
Strategic & Security Studies Programme, NIAS. He holds a Ph.D. in Japanese

Studies, School of International Studies, Jawaharlal Nehru University (JNU).
He was the first Visiting Fellow to Japan Maritime Self-Defence Force
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8.

Reorganization of Higher Defence in India
Dr. Arun Vishwanathan

India's geo-political location has a very important bearing on its
national security challenges. Given the fact that it shares borders with two
neighbors - China and Pakistan - on the east and the west, with both of whom
it has fought wars over disputed borders. In addition, both these countries
have partnered in various areas including in the military, strategic and security
domain. As a result of this peculiar regional security environment India's
military and national security preparedness must always be at a heightened
state of readiness. Therefore, a robust higher defence management is critical
to ensure that the Indian military is well equipped, trained, and has clarity on
its broader military objectives from the civilian leadership. These go to the
issue of civil-military relations, security strategy, and better synergy and
jointness among the three military services.
The Narendra Modi government has taken a very important step in
strengthening India's higher defence set-up with the appointment of the Chief
of Defence Staff (CDS) along with the creation of a new department of
Military Affairs in the Ministry of Defence. This essay will study this
development in detail and compare it to other similar efforts in major
countries. In addition, it will also study the implications of the CDS on India's
higher defence management and on the military's involvement in national
security decision making process. The essay will also touch upon other
important issues which need to be addressed for meeting India's national
security challenges like statutory recognition of the office of the National
Security Advisor (NSA), need for specialists staffing higher defence
establishments as well as a need for a national security strategy.
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9. India’s Energy Security: Novel Assessments, Major Dilemmas,
and Potential Trade-offs
Hippu Salk Kristle Nathan

India’s energy security is at crossroads. It has multitude of choices—in
terms of energy carriers, procurement sources, supplying options, end-use
activities, etc. In this study we analyse India’s energy situation and highlight a
few trends depicting insecurity risks. Taking a cue from a recent work on
household energy poverty, the study proposes a new assessment framework
for energy security, which can be a composite measure of energy availability,
affordability, and acceptability. Such measures of energy security can be
computed both at a household and country level, the latter being trickier than
former. At country level, Energy availability is indicated by reserve to
production or consumption ratio, diversification of energy import portfolios,
etc. Energy affordability is measured through share of cost of energy supply
as a part of GDP, foreign reserve for energy import, etc. Energy acceptability
is more of normative decision on energy sources considering its socioenvironmental impacts. The study operationalizes the proposed framework
energy security indices for different energy carriers and overall energy
security index for India.
Next, the paper discusses India’s current six major dilemmas in energy
sector affecting energy security. These dilemmas are: ‘renewable vs. nonrenewable’, ‘efficiency’ vs. ‘sufficiency’, ‘transportation’ vs. ‘transmission’,
‘decentralized system’ vs. ‘utility-scale plant’, and ‘independence vs.
interdependence’. The paper analyses how these dilemmas are negotiated by
different stakeholders: households, distribution companies, manufacturing
units, energy utilities, etc. The paper concludes with policy trade-offs to steer
through these dilemmas to ensure energy security both at household and
country level.
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developed frameworks for both, structuring and selection of sustainable
development indicators'; in a co-authored works he proposed an alternative
approach to measure human development index and conceived a novel
method to assess energy poverty.

10. Security Threats by Organized Crime-Terror Nexus and
Dumping in India and Myanmar: A Case Study of Manipur
Dr. Ningthoujam Koiremba Singh
.

Security as the preservation of the State from external threat and
exclusiveness of state centric approach of International Relations is not
enough to explain the present-day discourse of Security. After 1991 and the
advent of globalization, the dynamics of Security amplified into other
dimensions which are beyond military aspects. Rather they are political,
economic, societal, human and ecological, which penetrates inter and intra
state security dynamics. Crime terror nexus as well as dumping issues are
prominent contemporary security threats in International Relations. Dumping
is primarily International price discrimination, where the exporting firm
benefits in a foreign market and the demand for the good is more elastic than
the demand in the company’s home market. Literally, it is an act of disposing
cheap, substandard goods to less developed countries. This can create acute
destruction of indigenous industries and result in national economic security
threats. On the other hand, with the end of cold war, terrorist or insurgency
organizations explored alternative routes to fund their organizations due to the
policy changes that occurred in great power politics. They established
organized crime as the best alternative which lead to the nexus between crime
and terror, a complete marriage of destruction.
The nature of these threats in International Relations is transnational
and this phenomenon is excruciating path to devastation and even leading to
the existential threats of certain States. India is not an exception or immune to
these threats. Many regions of India are infiltrated with these threats. In this
regard, researcher would like to explore one of the most affected areas of
North-East India: Manipur, where insurgency is perennial, along with that of
crime and terror nexus anomaly. Dumping is also a major crisis at present.
Myanmar shares the same prolonged problem along with India. Thus, the
issue of dumping and associated threats is going to be the greatest obstacle in
near future especially in the projection of ACT EAST policy. Further this

paper will throw light on security threats affecting India and Myanmar, by the
nexus between Crime and Terror and the Chinese supported act of Dumping.
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11. Geographic Information System (GIS) in National Security
Amit Kumar Mukharjee

National Security today deals with elements that transcend beyond the
mere dimensions of traditional security. The rising challenges for meeting the
prosperity and development of a society closely amalgamate with nontraditional dimensions of National Security. As such health security, food
security, economic security, environmental security, maritime security, water
security among others are forming to shape up the study and assessment of
National Security, also referred to as Comprehensive National Security. The
study of all these aspects requires an all-encompassing technology that can
help in analysis and management for equitable distribution of resources and
mitigation of events. The emergence of ubiquitously applicable and all
permeating Geographical Information System finds its role in effecting study,
assessment and analysis in all the above-mentioned aspects of National
Security.
Geospatial Technology thus paves way for a comprehensive
management and analysis system for National Security. Independent
portfolios of resource management individually and as an integrated system
contribute towards the system of GIS that models National Security.
Application of GIS requires data standardization towards which the Indian
National Spatial Data Infrastructure has formalized the architecture of
Geospatial data architecture. NSDI was released by the present government as
NSDI v2 in 2019. With open source GIS being promulgated by OGC
standards, the reach of GIS for national security has increased manifolds and
will continue to grow. With free data and processing of product as an
initiative by state, central and NGO’s and academic contributions would
increase the reach of the benefits accrued through the technology for GIS.
Another area of application GIS finds its role in counter terrorism studies and
Maoist area studies.
India’s own satellite capability has added to the prowess of GIS in
addressing some traditional aspects of National Security due to availability of
high-resolution imagery. The future development of GIS would entail in its

ability to deliver national security variables and helping the country in
securing it’s all encompassing role and responsibility.
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12. National Security and the Role of Media in India
Rudra Narayan Mohanty

"The basis of our governments being the opinion of the people, the very
first object should be to keep that right; and were it left to me to decide
whether we should have a government without newspapers or newspapers
without a government, I should not hesitate a moment to prefer the latter. But
I should mean that every man should receive those papers and be capable of
reading them, declared Thomas Jefferson way back 1787 and went down the
history as one of the iconic symbols of free press and democracy.
But centuries after Jafferson regaled the Americans and the rest of the
world because of his undiluted love for free press, his compatriot Micheal O
Neal, former president of the association of American Newspaper Editors,
sounds much less sanguine on the issue of free press and national security
when he says, “it is well known that media are more devoted to conflict than
to tranquility, and that war is routinely defined as news, while peace is not.
What is good for the world, in other words, is not necessarily good for the
news business”. According to him, the electronic media is more to blame with
their attempts to encapsulate complex national security issues into thirty
second sound "bites. His disenchantment with the media had run so deep that
he questioned the very credibility of those who work in media. To him,
chances of any reforms in media are quite remote because like diplomats, the
journalists are notoriously resistant to change. Superficial, poorly informed
and essentially reactive, he carried on. The same Jafferson, who once
elulogised free press, almost compared it to a monster when he exasperatedly
said, ‘nothing is can now be believed which is seen in a newspaper. Truth
itself becomes suspicious by being put into that polluted vehicle.” Nobel
laureate Albert Camus said, “A free press can be good or bad, but, most
certainly, without freedom a press will never be anything but bad.”
Notwithstanding the strong views from Jafferson, Camus and O Neal, it
is impossible for any liberal democracy to function without a free press. This
is because the biggest thing democracy as a form of government can offer to

its citizens is freedom of speech, in other words the right to dissent in case of
grave injustice, if at all there is any. In a modern democracy, media acts as an
intermediary between the government and its people. Thus, the need for free
press has basically arisen out of the need for free speech which is essentially a
citizen's most coveted entitlement under a democratic government. Media
performs the role of a watchdog in a democracy in the sense that a free and
independent media alone can develop the wherewithal to defend the rights of
individual through its incisive coverage and careful exposure. It can raise an
effective voice against any potential policies or draconian laws that might
jeopardize the rights of the citizen. But the rider is, in order to fulfil this
responsibility, media has \to stick to its grid lines, its core values. It cannot
afford to act in a partisan and biased manner and still become the undisputed
champion of citizens' rights and liberty.
Coming back to Indian media, sensationalism has at times led to major
faux pas and created serious hurdles in the way of national security.
Increasing competition and the rat race for success sometimes compels the
media to go overboard, but every instance of media excess can also bring into
the mind the yeoman service rendered by the fourth estate of our democracy
on the issue of national security. During moments of crisis, the Indian media
has galvanized people around national interest and supported the government
to pursue the best course for ensuring national security. On the front of
Jammu and Kashmir, the media has made sure the main focus of the
government which is to fight to end terrorism and bring back peace in the
valley has not been lost in the melee. Media has to be partly credited for this
perennial focus on this incessant bid for peace in this conflict zone.
During 2002 Agra Summit, NDTV's Pranoy Roy questioned the
Pakistani President General Musharaf about his country's legitimacy over
Kashmir issue. He also raised the issue of terror attacks and loss of civilian
lives that distinctly put the Pakistani President in a fix. “You are a solider, you
have not become a President with the will of your people, then how would
you understand the will of the people of another place”, Roy had pointed out.
Sometimes, impassionate presentation of facts from the ground \level can
prove to be a more effective tactic compared to excessive self-restraint or
unnecessary brow beating. An over enthusiastic Indian media has transgressed
the sacred line while reporting about the 26/11 terror attacks in Mumbai in
2006. National security certainly turns a very sensitive topic if a country has

hostile neighbors. Hence, the media as the most legitimate intermediary
between the government and its people, should exercise restraint on the issues
of national security as and when the situation demands. The media must
refrain from any undue adventurism on sensitive aspects of national security,
both external and internal.
At the same time, it must keep the surveillance on the government's
policies and measures and ensure that things are on the right track. The British
media, which was otherwise quite fastidious and nosy, showed tremendous
restraint during World War II. The media must remind itself constantly that as
the conscience keeper of the democracy, it must work in partnership with the
day's government and mound public opinion over national security in the right
direction. In this era of social media wherein narratives and counter narratives
about national security dominate the landscape, media has now even a bigger
responsibility to separate the wheat from the chafe. About internal security
which is now being characterized by increasing decline in law and order
situation, media should avoid stoking fire. Instead, it should rather clear the
air by chopping down the wrong narratives that muddle the minds of many,
and somehow try to build a consensus around national security sticking to the
facts as much as possible.
But then the so-called free media is not exactly free from its business
compulsions. These compulsions with ever increasing competition may pose a
great threat to its core values. The media now needs to strike a fine balance
and maintain the sanity level in the space of public opinion, especially when it
is pertaining to national security. And it must fulfil its role as an intermediary
notwithstanding the usual constraints. George Bernard Shaw once famously
said “As people get their opinions so largely from the newspapers they read,
the corruption of the schools would not matter so much if the Press were free.
But the Press is not free. As it costs at least a quarter of a million of money to
establish a daily newspaper in London, the newspapers are owned by rich
men. And they depend on the advertisements of other rich men. Editors and
journalists who express opinions in n print that are opposed to the interests of
the rich are dismissed and replaced by subservient ones.” The great
playwright in his inimitable style is certainly waxing quite eloquent here, but
the fact remains a free media is still the only guarantee for free speech and
probity in public life. It alone can provide a platform for a meaningful
interface between the government and the citizens about national security.
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13. Make in India Initiative in India’s Defence Sector
Rahul Mehta

India is emerging as a major power in the South Asian region and
wishes to see itself taking a lead role in global affairs of the contemporary
times. For the same, it requires for itself to be having a strong economy and a
military might at par with the great powers of the world today.
India is one of the largest arms importers of the world and this fact
certainly does not align with the ambitions of the state for two reasons - 1. It
creates a dependence on foreign technologies which can prove to be
detrimental in terms of security and predictability; 2. It drains a big chunk of
the economy to other States.
With the initiative of Make in India coming into action in 2014, India
has been trying to direct domestic and foreign investments into the defence
sector of the country. Thereby, allowing India to indigenize its weapons and
defence systems. This will not only prove beneficial to the economy and
security of the Indian state but also help generate revenue as well as stature of
India as the security systems provider to other nations.
Events like the Lucknow Defence Expo - 2020 boost India’s image and
morale of the production organizations India, stringent conditions on the
product requirements as well as the hesitancy of the armed forces still pose as
challenges to the effectiveness of the Make in India and The Indigenously
Designed Developed and Manufactured (IDDM) category which is aimed at
encouraging FDI for R&D.
The objectives of this study are as follows:
1. To study rationale behind Make in India in the defence sector
2. To assess the amendments made to enhance the Make In India initiative
3. To critically analyse the outcomes and the achievements of the program
4. To assess the future prospects and challenges likely to be faced by the Make
in India initiative in the defence sector
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14. India-Bangladesh Border Issues: Challenges & Preventive
Measures
Sanket Sindhav
The frontier between India and Bangladesh has been depicted as the'
issue territory of tomorrow.' The issues incorporate illicit movement, theft and
transborder guerrilla brutality, which presents genuine difficulties to the
security of the nation. India imparts the longest outskirt to Bangladesh
however that wilderness isn't dealt with mindfully. This paper examines the
issues that emerge over an extensive stretch of this outskirts and addresses the
aftereffects of a fringe insurance report by the priests 'board of trustees and
the means of the administration to handle the issues.
This investigation likewise prescribes extra measures, and inclinations
the Indian government to follow a constructive and human touchy fringe the
executives system. There is a connection between a progressively prosperous
Bangladesh and the synchronous end of psychological warfare, outskirts
shakiness and unlawful action. Help and help strategies could likewise control
state assurance, and be in the more prominent enthusiasm of human
prosperity. The nation's major political coalition in Bangladesh needs to help
non-angry stance, hostile to defilement drives, and national agreement on
advancement plan. Those moves would make the IBB more humanistic.
Citizens from both nations offer the Green Growth Agenda a Mandate.
Therefore, it is in the interests of both the governments to establish close
cooperation and collaboration on economic prosperity issues between
Bangladesh and India.
Further, for this contextualization the study has focused the relationship
between the border and the problem that arises within the area. The paper
looks at various dimensions of management of the Indo-Bangladesh border
including, challenges to its management, the internal political and security
environment.
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15. Higher Defence Management in India: Role and Responsibilities of CDS

Surbhi Sanghvi

Recently Indian Defence has witnessed a major reform with the setting
up of a new post of Chief of Defence Staff and General Bipin Rawat is the
first to take this position. The recommendations for the creation of this post
trace back to 2001 by a Group of Ministers who were appointed to study the
Kargil Review Committee Report.
Integrated Defence Staff was set in 2001 to join ties between the Indian
Army, Navy, Air Force, Ministry of External Affairs, Defence and 2 other
bodies of the government to promote coordination and accredit prioritization
between these entities. Higher Defence Management reforms of late 2019 led
to the formation of Department of Military Affairs in Jan 2020 for delegating
few responsibilities of Ministry of Defence. All the powers concerning
matters of capital procurement, policy making and the office of Defence
Acquisition Council responsible for decision making for all the three services
are vested within the Ministry of Defence. Chief of Defence Staff will be the
head of DMA and shall lead the IDS with other assistance. The concept of
mere ‘integration’ was further aimed towards heartful ‘jointmanship’ for the
effective utilization of all the three services.
Objective of this paper lies in discovering the issues that have been
catered by the reform of setting forth the position of Chief of Defence Staff in
India and studying the challenges lying ahead. Evaluating the problems that
have been addressed by the introduction of CDS in the limelight of India’s
Armed Forces. What are the potential challenges that the CDS might
encounter in the coming times and the possible way forward?
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16.

Role of Indian Navy in Controlling the Indian Ocean: Focus on

Piracy and Maritime Terrorism

Pujan Ajmera

Indian Ocean is facing several maritime issues like terrorism and
piracy. For years, the Royal navy’s capability to achieve its maritime
aspirations was severely strained and for ages, was termed as “Cinderella” of
the armed forces. In the last two decades, India has been strengthening its
Navel power throughout the region and aims to reinforce itself as a dominant
entity in the region. Having approximately 200 ports of different sizes and a
coastline of around 7,516.6 kilometres, it is very vulnerable to maritime
terrorism. The unfortunate disregard in conduct of Indian navy that resulted in
the distressing incident of 26/11 Mumbai attacks acts as a realisation to its
inadequacy. The expansion of High Risk Area (HRA’s) from the Somali coast
to west coast of India due to upswing of piracy in Gulf of Aden is a major
threat to the naval officers functioning in the oceanic region.
The navy is looking to construct National maritime domain awareness
(NMDA) framework through means of institutional, operational and
technological changes. The National Command Control Communications and
Intelligence Network (NC3I Network) connects 51 Naval and coast guard
stations, situated along the coast and islands assists in the supervision of these
stations.
The purpose of this research is to study the strides taken in order to deal
with the two facets of maritime issue namely terrorism and piracy. What is
India’s strategy to counter these concerns? To what extent is it successful in
its motive and some potential reforms. The identification of different
strategies will be carried out by analytical methods based on existing
literature, facts and critical analysis. Likewise, the success ratio of this
arrangements will be examined through similar approach by utilizing
available sources and carefully reviewing the same.
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17. Impetus to Internal Balancing, Imperative to National Security

Kartikeya Gupt

India’s security architecture is based on its threat perception matrix that
categorizes threats into immediate, short-term, medium-term, and long-term
threats. This classification of threats orients India’s military strength and
provides the impetus for modernizing its armed forces and creating a healthy
defense industrial base, more so in consideration of the immediate and short
term threats that rise out of regional geopolitics.
India is not a regional hegemonic power in South Asia, however it is
perceived as such by its western neighbor, Pakistan which constitutes its
immediate threat. India as an emerging economic power with a surplus of
youthful demographics is also seen as a competitor by China in its quest to
obtain more resources and have a say as a dominant power in global politics,
and constitutes its short-term threat.
Proponents of Realism in International Relations opine that perception
of threat arises from asymmetry in power between various nations and that a
weak position in terms of military power increases threat perceptions. The
balance of power in international relations rests on a multitude of factors
including size of population and territory, resource endowment, extraction
and exploitation, economic flourishing, military strength, political stability
and competence and will of political leadership. However, the immediate
military balance is sought as the most important variable by realists as it is the
best measure of the ability of a State in its pursuit of achieving national
security. The other mentioned factors of power can be transformed into the
military power in the long run.
Internal balancing creates the space for strategic autonomy and reduces
dependency on external partnerships for national security. Impetus to internal
balancing would also allow India to pursue a policy of non-alignment which
is rooted in its strategic culture and thereby align its policies to its core
national security interest. This essay would make a modest attempt to

conceptualize internal balancing theory coupled with threat perception, assess
India’s military internal balancing approaches, analyze the prospects and
challenges in the efforts made so far, and determine implications on the
regional security architecture.
The research would be carried out using a deductive and analytical
approach. Qualitative data shall be collected from the primary sources and
secondary sources from journals, newspaper articles and opinion pieces.
Triangulation method shall be used to verify the authenticity of the data. An
essay of eight thousand words or more would be written in one month time as
a deliverable.
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India as a Responsible Nuclear Weapon State: Does ‘No First
Use’ Posture Need Change?

18.

Jay Desai
It was the Second World War (1939-45) that saw the advent of a
weapon with devastating consequences never seen before. The war came to a
close with the use of nuclear weapons by the United States on the victory over
Japanese cities of Hiroshima and Nagasaki. The USSR also followed the suit
in 1949. It led to nuclear arms race (NAR) that resulted in China, UK and
France becoming the nuclear weapons states. These five countries were
worried about more states joining the NAR and proliferation of nuclear
weapons. So they designed the 1968 Nuclear Non Proliferation Treaty (NPT)
with a belief that “proliferation of nuclear weapons would seriously enhance
the danger of nuclear war” 1. NPT inherently became discriminatory since it
created ‘nuclear haves’ and ‘nuclear have nots’. After going nuclear in May
1998, India adopted policy of No First Use (NFU) which means preparing to
the point where that country will absorb the first strike of nuclear weapons
and still be left with enough number of nuclear weapons to inflict
unacceptable damage in the form of massive retaliation during a second
strike2. This is what has been mentioned in Cabinet Committee on Security
(CCS), Government of India as this draft doctrine came into effect on 4
January 2003.
However after twenty years of acquiring the nuclear capability, there
remains some concern among the security experts whether it was appropriate
for India to adopt an NFU policy. Most recent, a resonation of this concern
came to the fore again with the current Defence Minister’s statement. In the
immediate aftermath of the abrogation of the Article 370, the current Indian
Defence Minister stated on 16 August 2019 “Pokhran is the area which
witnessed Atalji’s firm resolve to make India a nuclear power and yet remain
firmly committed to the doctrine of NFU. India has strictly adhered to this

1

The NPT was adopted simultaneously in London, Moscow and Washington on 01 July 1968; see
https://www.un.org/disarmament/wmd/nuclear/npt/text
2
Manpreet Sethi, Nuclear Strategy: India’s March Towards Credible Deterrence (New Delhi: Knowledge
World & CAPS, 2009).

doctrine. What happens in future depends on the circumstances.”?3 This
further adds to the confusion on NFU, as previously too, several voices have
questioned the wisdom of India’s NFU. In this context the paper seeks to
answer the question what purpose does the NFU serves in India’s security?
Does it require any change? In doing so the paper also attempts to bring forth
the recent debate about India’s NFU briefly.
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19. Invisible Army in the Era of Information Warfare
Hitesh Kumar Meena
21st century is known as the period of the virtual world in which people
believe or like to live on social media platforms more than the physical world.
People not only want to live but also feel the content which is available on
social media’s different platform, which creates the problem for national
security. As social media comes under the umbrella of hyper-reality world
where the lake of authenticity prevails.
Some politically motivated group or people bombard the social media
with the information which can be fake and don’t have any relation with the
physical world or contemporary scenario. Such kind of environment or
situation creates confusion for people because everyone is not able to find out
the truth too fast and able to create the difference between false information
or misinformation or disinformation. Some anti-social and anti-establishment
group works towards creating the problem and put the national security into a
danger zone by attacking India’s National Security environment in which
everyone has equal status and liberty. But some groups work for creating the
Social invisibility with the help of the IT team. So, if anything happens to the
hidden group is just become so reasonable for the vast masses that they don’t
even concern. What is going on a large scale? Invisible Army becomes able
only because nobody knows what the next target of them is and how they are
going to implement the idea.
Till the moment reality comes out everything is already done and create
considerable damage to society. So, this paper is going to discuss the
relationship between the Social invisibility which came into existence due to
invisible Army in the present context of the Indian environment. It will also
look into the post and content which will be accessed through Twitter and
Facebook mainly.
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20. Naxalism: Origin, Ideology, Strategy, Challenges, and
Countermeasures
Deepika Davuluri
“The biggest Threat to fall of an Empire are its Internal Enemies”. Chanakya

It has been more than 40 years since the origin of Biggest Internal Threat
to Democracy took proper shape. Though the Ideology was inspired from
Maoism, this has taken a violent form, originating in the East and extending
to west, covering more to 65%of Indian Landscape. The strategies adopted
and mechanisms used leave Intelligence Agencies in deep shock when the
impact it is creating is higher to the Extremist activities. Evident that a lasting
solution cannot be achieved without addressing socio economic factors
contributing to its rise and popularity among commons, hence creating a
strong belief system and support. Among many employed counterfeiting
measures, a few successful models discussed in this paper and few are
prescribed as suggestions that can be applied to reduce possible threat.
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21. Presence of Women Strategic Thinkers in India’s National
Security Discourse

Bhumika Sevkani
The National Security discourse of India has long been male dominant,
so much so that the academic field itself has been gendered as ‘masculine’ in
nature. Gendered ideas run deep in our cultural norms that have assigned
different roles to different genders and even labelled each one of them with
different characteristics. While most of these notions go unnoticed, it vastly
affects our social development, especially in academics. If we look at
National Security with the lens of these ideas, characteristics such as
rationality, invulnerability, power & force, etc. are seen as ‘masculine’
whereas passive ideas of negotiation, caution, peace, dependence, etc. are
seen as ‘feminine’. Women strategic thinkers are often neglected on the basis
of these ideas about ‘femininity’ but with increased participation of women in
this discourse, they surely have more to offer than remaining confined within
the stereotypes.
National Security in itself includes a wide range of issues with some of
them like military might, economic power, counter strategies and building
allies through diplomacy remain at its core. Pursuing such interests can come
with certain challenges such as extensive travelling at short notices or landing
up in dangerous zones. These challenges are one of the reasons for women not
opting to work on hardcore issues in this discourse as it doesn’t quite fit into a
conservative Indian household’s lifestyle. It is also a pre-conceived notion
that Women in National Security discourse tend to focus on softer issues like
environmental security, women’s and children’s rights; and negotiations
which limit them from expanding their horizons. This paper seeks to address
more such causes for lack of participation of women, examine the varied
ideas put forward by women thinkers regarding India’s internal as well as
external security and the significance of the same. It also tries to give insights
into whether or not India’s National Security discourse will become more
inclusive and see more participation from women.
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22. India’s National Security: The Broader Picture

Bhawana Dugar
India faces a very challenging strategic environment, with its
immediate opponents possessing significant capabilities and militaries that are
modernizing rapidly. This paper explores the opportunities, challenges and
constraints confronting the Indian state in building its military strength to deal
with its variegated threat environment. It examines how India has dealt with
the use of force and how it seeks to shape its armed forces in the face of new
threats and emerging capabilities.
This paper explores six key areas of enquiry and is correspondingly
structured. First, how does the Indian state view the use of force? Second,
what has the Indian state's recent experience been with conflict and to what
extent has it influenced its thinking? Third, how does the Indian state view the
future character of conflict? Fourth, what conclusion has India drawn about
the role of alliances and strategic partners in dealing with the nature of the
conflict it faces? Fifth, how does the Indian state intend to configure its forces
to deal with this evolving nature of conflict? Finally, what do all these factors
mean for its defence acquisitions?
As an emerging power, India has to contend with these questions and
the measures it has put in place are still a work in progress. There remains a
fundamental need for greater integration across the Indian security sphere—in
inter-service arrangements, in procurement processes, and in broader strategic
thinking and planning.
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23. Afghan Refugees in India
Sameah Kohistani

Since last one decade, the world is experiencing a new wave of refugee
crisis; migration and refugee crises are consider as one of the major sources of
insecurity around the world. India ever since its independence faced dealt
with refugees and migrants mostly from neighbour countries. Afghanistan is
one of the neighbouring countries has been a source of refugees since 1979,
during the Soviet invasion and then during Taliban regime. India, beside Iran
and Pakistan, is one of the destinations for the Afghan refugees.
According to a report by UNHCR Refugee Agency, more than 20,000 to
41,000 refugees and asylum seekers are registered in India during 2014 to
2019 out of which 8,000 to 11,684 are from Afghanistan. Mostly refugees
have come to India from Tibet, Afghanistan, Sri Lanka, Bangladesh,
Myanmar, Eritrea, Iran, and Iraq, etc. Rohingya and Afghan refugees
constitute of the largest refugee group in India mostly residing in urban areas.
India is home to many Afghan refugees, every year millions of people
from Afghanistan forced to flee from their war-torn homeland, and travel
hundreds of miles to take refuge in India. This paper attempts to examine the
reasons why Afghans come to India, the role of India in managing Afghan
refugees as a host country and the current status of Afghan refugees in India.
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24. Food Security in India: Why the Emerging Issues and Challenges
Cannot be Overlooked
Manoj K. Sahoo
The 1996 World Food Summit adopted food security as a state when
all people at all times have physical and economic access to sufficient, safe
and nutritious foods to meet their dietary needs and food preferences for a
healthy and active life. This concept includes not only physical access to food
by means of own production, importation and export of food under
international trade policy structure but also it emphasizes food security as an
issue which ensures economic access to food. Economic access to food
denotes ability of people or country to produce food under economic terms
along with access to food under reasonable prices whether domestic prices or
international prices. Then the economic aspects of food security depends
upon issues like domestic and global economic growth and facilitation of
access to food by domestic and international trade policy regimes related to
food and agriculture trade.
Global food security has been under threat despite significant progress
in economic growth and reduction in absolute poverty from various regions of
the world. The 2030 Agenda for Sustainable Development recognizes
increasing agricultural vulnerability and challenges to food security due rapid
population growth and urbanization, greater population displacement due to
conflicts and instability, increasing climate change events, climate variability
and extremities, and so on. FAO Report The State of Food Security and
Nutrition in the World 2019 recognizes impacts on food security, food
systems and rural livelihoods due to economic shocks and global slowdowns.
In this context, the present paper makes an attempt to analyse the
emerging issues and challenges of food security, hunger and
undernourishment in India and possibility of its aggravation due to climate
change events and growing economic inequalities due to economic slowdown
since 2017.
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