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Let s Talk
’

WHITHER ONLINE EDUCATION AND STUDENTS
“Am I audible?”, “Unmute yourself”, “Could you please come on camera?”, “Sir/
Madam, we can’t hear you”, “Now, we can hear you clearly” – nope, these are not
disjointed conversations leading to nothingness. Instead, these are sentences that
have become part of the new normal for teachers and students. While classes are
being conducted online, the process of learning continues unabated.

Covid-19

has

indeed

changed

the

entire

narrative

associated

with

education.

However, the moot question remains unanswered. Has the inception and subsequent
thriving of online learning somewhat reduced the human touch that marked the
interaction between teachers and students in the pre-Covid-19 times?
The advent of internet and its rapid popularization towards the turn of the century transformed the traditional role
played by teachers. Perspectives replaced information and dialogues replaced monologues. While information
and facts became available at the click of a button, teachers reoriented the mode of classroom deliverance. No
longer did teachers teach, rather they mentored students. Collaborative learning and learning by doing became
the norms. What remained constant though is the human relationship between mentors and mentees. Mentors had
a profound impact on the mentees – both at the level of acquiring industry and life skills and at the
psychological level. What transpired was a healthy academic system that relied on participation and humanity.

Coronavirus and the associated global lockdowns have once again transformed teaching. Now, the entire process
is being conducted across computer terminals and audio-visual aids have replaced the blackboards and the
whiteboards. Technocrats are pointing at the numerous advantages of the online learning process including the
ease with which materials could be provided to the students, assessments conducted and lessons delivered.
However, the absence of a physical classroom has created a psychological void among students. While the
teachers have more or less reconciled to the idea that an end to the online mode doesn’t seem too likely too soon,
students are complaining of psychological fatigue and the absence of human touch in the entire process.

In a physical classroom, a considerable amount of communication happens via the non-verbal mode. Online
teaching reduces the bandwidth for non-verbal communication. Consequently, the teachers have to double their
efforts to smoothen the communication chain. At times, this creates communication bottlenecks, which in turn
makes it difficult for the students to grasp lessons. Consequently, students globally are craving to go back to the
traditional model of educational delivery. However, the case is a little different for blended learning that ensures
a healthy mix of online and offline lessons. Online classes alone at times hinder the learning process.
While online classes are here to stay even after the pandemic gets over, technocrats seem to have forgotten that
technology can never replace human relationships. The overt emphasis on online classes could cause lasting
psychological damages to impressionable minds, who long for human connections. The world over, the
enthusiasm that marked the onset of online classes is on the wane and students are raring to go back to the
campuses.
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Our students at the School of Liberal Studies under Pandit Deendayal Petroleum University in Gandhinagar
are no exceptions in the face of the global trend. They are also intently waiting for physical classes to begin.
As teachers, we can only tell them that humanity has survived bigger disasters and Covid-19 too shall pass.
However, what we can’t possibly deny is that we also are waiting for our beloved students to again adorn
the campus and make it alive and kicking.

Stay safe and stay healthy!

Cheers!
Dr. Amrita Chakraborty
Editor, SLS Mirror
Assistant Professor, Media & Communication,
SLS, PDPU
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Write up on Covid

-19

ETHICS IN THE TIME OF ‘NEW NORMAL’

By Dr. Vaibhav Shah
Associate Professor, Dept. of LLA
School of Liberal Studies, PDPU

As soon as we hear the term ethics, our first reaction is to relate it to a set of instructions that tell us what is right
and what is wrong. It is wrong, for instance, to cheat or it is right to help others in need. Our everyday life is
replete with such examples where we tend to evaluate others’ actions in terms of right and wrong. On top of that,
the universe of social media has made us ‘unacknowledged legislators’ who can pronounce and enforce the
moral judgments without hesitation. However, given that the covid-19 outbreak has changed our lives drastically
and forced us to reconsider some of our ‘worldviews’ in entirely new perspectives, it will not be an irrelevant
enterprise to redefine ethics and the role it plays in our life in the present context.

One important aspect of ethics which is absent in the contemporary understanding of the term is the cultivation
of the self. Such a notion of ethics requires us to cultivate ourself in such a way that we can achieve the highest
good or summum bonam as they say in Latin. Aristotle called it eudaimonia which is loosely translated in
English as happiness or well-being. The means to achieve eudaimonia, according to Aristotle, was a careful
exercise of virtue or arête in a habitual way which he referred to as habitus. Other classical philosophers
maintained this assertion and focused on the importance of cultivation. Implicit in this notion was an emphasis to
live a life guided by reason as Socrates remarked: “An unexamined life is not worth living.” Later, with the
arrival of Christianity and other Semitic religions in the West, this notion of cultivation was gradually
superseded by more abstract concepts like ‘duty’ and ‘obligation’. Needless to say, it is the latter sense of ethics
that guides our thought and action which is reflected in our evaluative judgments of others. What is needed
though is ethics in the former sense to which now we turn.

The central idea of the ancient ethics was to find a meaning or a purpose in one’s life that could lead her to
achieve happiness. It was this aspiration of an individual that differentiated her from the rest of the people. This
meaning of happiness has undergone a phenomenal change over the period and now it is associated with
transient feelings. We can perceive it in the Facebook and Instagram posts of our friends who frequently describe
happiness as having a new smart phone or a car or spending time with friends and family. Happiness in its true
sense as Richard Taylor, the moral philosopher, puts forth is an idea of fulfilment which comes from creativity.
That is to say, our capability to create things which are novel, unique and of great value like scientific theories
works of art and literature, music, painting etc. give us a sense of fulfilment. It follows then that our most sincere
ethical efforts should be in the direction of creating something new and this is what the ‘new normal’ expects
from us. Some exemplars for us can be the medical scientists who are in constant search for new vaccines or the
educators who are continuously experimenting to create a novel adaptive pedagogy. Such an ethical reorientation
will surely give us a new meaning in our life and this is what we should look forward to instead of judging others
in terms of right and wrong.
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IMPACT OF COVID-19 ON INTERNATIONAL RELATIONS

By Dr. Udayprakash Sharma
Assistant Professor in International Relations
School of Liberal Studies, PDPU

Throughout history, epidemics and pandemics have greatly impacted human life and civilizations. It has
wrecked humanity and is powerful enough to the change the course of history. Pandemics have done so from
prehistoric to modern times.

International relations theory has always concerned itself with the concept of power and security. International
relations theory concerns itself with studying the conflict between individuals and states arising due to politics.
Politics is the only study in the world that studies conflict. No other study in the body of knowledge is based on
studying conflict. Covid-19 situation in the world has drawn the attention of many international theorists from
the surveillance politics to the politics of bioterrorism. Mass surveillance is outdated now; it is the age of
bioterrorism. Unseen, covert, unobservable and bypassing all security measures of the state mechanism.

Terrorism can be curbed through surveillance because its movement and activities can be seen by the state and
its intelligence agencies and by the citizens of a state through its media and other information providing
agencies. Bioterrorism is not something new and it has been used by notorious states in the past to topple other
state systems as well as cripple their economy. The vicious thing about bioterrorism is that it is not limited to
domestic realm only but it directly impacts the international arena. International theorists have proven that
domestic is essentially international. What happens within the boundaries of a state certainly impacts the
international relations and vice versa. The world has shrunk due to globalization and bioterrorism has become
mobile.

The recent emergence of Covid-19 has witnessed two trends or developments in the international relations.
First, States of the world have put up a united front to deal with the pandemic. International organizations have
become active and the states are showcasing cooperation and coordination amidst competition to tackle the
problem. Second, the states are conflicting with other states to pin up the blame of spreading Covid-19
throughout the international community and thereby putting constraints on foreign trade and interdependent
economic relations.

There is a great deal of suspicion at play. It is like a person once declared mad by the government needs
certification by the same agency to be declared not mad. The suspicion still hangs. International relations is
witnessing the environment of distrust at an immediate level. We can only distrust as of now. The other
important issues which fall in the domestic realm of the states, for instance, education, justice, economic
growth, and employment opportunities have been quietly sidelined and over shadowed by Covid-19 politics.

Many states have brought in new questionable policies and the idea of protesting against them is
out of question due to social distancing enforced by state agencies. The situation is more like
anarchy which is the order of the day at present. We have an unseen enemy to defeat. This
situation raises many unanswered questions. How do we fight the enemy we cannot see? Is
Covid-19 a weapon of bioterrorism in the hands of states to control their domestic politics
which makes it dictatorship? Is bioterrorism going to put an end to republican liberalism?
What is the way out? and many more such questions are yet to be answered.
4

IMPACT OF PANDEMIC ON ECONOMIC GROWTH: INDIA AND THE WORLD

By Dr. Nausheen Nizami
Assistant Professor in Economics
School of Liberal Studies, PDPU

Source: WEO Report, IMF
Outlook for economic growth has been revised several times in the last few months owing to the changing gears
of Covid-19 impact on different countries. In the recent World Economic Outlook report released by IMF, it can
be observed that the impact on economic growth rate would be higher on advanced economies in Europe, US
and South America and relatively lower for emerging economies like China, India and ASEAN-5. The actual
impact depends on the extent of lockdown and Covid-19 situation as this directly affects production as well as
work productivity if health condition of workers is affected. The shape of recovery may resemble “V” or “U” in
the case of India, however it directly depends on the Unlock measures taken by Government, spread of Covid 19,
IT infrastructure in urban & rural areas enabling digital connect and policies to stimulate demand.

World output growth is projected at -4.9 percent in 2020, with higher uncertainty about recovery pattern. In the
case of India, the extended lockdown in the first quarter of 2020-21 is expected to result in negative growth
followed by slow recovery in the second quarter as India begins Unlock measures. ‘Social distancing’ and
‘offices operating with reduced staff’ is likely to keep production levels lower than the normal. There is risk of
high correlation between new Covid cases and offline shopping in commercial areas. Online marketing and sale
of goods & services has registered a sharp increase during and post-lockdown period resulting into slow growth
in consumer demand. Moreover the user access is limited to the near half billion of the population provided they
have remained active users of internet in the lockdown period. An important challenge in the recovery phase for
India is adequately resourced health care system and strict adherence to Covid-19 related official norms. Another
challenge is optimal utilisation of resources, particularly that proportion of migrant labour who are currently
jobless and facing the risk of being pushed into poverty. Without adequate employment opportunities and
sufficient liquidity in the MSME sectors, household incomes will remain under strain, consumer sentiments will
be low and the economic recovery will be sluggish. Certain industries have seen extremely low demand postCovid 19 situation such as Aviation, travel & hospitality, automobile industry, fashion and lifestyle. Revival in
these industries will depend on the Unlock measures undertaken by the State Governments, growth of Covid-19
situation & consequent travel restrictions, household consumption and saving behaviour and resumption of
normal public & private transport.
To sum up, though the recovery path for Indian economy is expected to be relatively short,
yet uncertainty remains on the consolidated growth pattern until the economy witnesses
and successfully passes off the peak of the pandemic.
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Event of SLS

WEBINAR ON INDIAN CITATION INDEX
Rapporteur: Dr. Sandeep Pathak

25 May 2020: Library and Information centre of Pandit Deendayal Petroleum University, Gandhinagar and
Globe publication jointly organized a webinar on Training of Indian Citation Index on May 25, 2020. General
Manager of Globe Publication, Mr. Adarsh Kumar Singh, was the key speaker at the webinar. Prof. S. Sundar
Manoharan, Director General of PDPU gave the Presidential address for this webinar, which was chaired by Dr.
Nigam Dave, Director of School of Liberal Studies, PDPU. The webinar organised by Mr. Sandeep Pathak,
Assistant Librarian
at PDPU was hosted on Google Meet where 250 participants had been a part of it.
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Student Testimonials

ANIKA DADHICH
(19BABBA074)

It will be an understatement to say that opting for the course “Introduction to Search Engine Optimization” was
one of the wisest decisions I made during quarantine. Offered by The University of California, Davis, this course
covers everything that you need to know about Search Engine Optimization (SEO), as a beginner. It highlights
the history and evolution of SEO, guides you through its current functioning and talks about future career
prospects. The cherry on top for me were interviews from people who actually worked as SEO managers.
Completing this course helped me in exploring a new field of digital marketing, which is exactly what I was
expecting from it.

ANUSHREE NAIR

I really loved the Feminism and Social Justice course, which is an adaptation of Distinguished Professor Bettina
Aptheker's long-running course at UC Santa Cruz. Throughout the course, I learned a lot in the short span of 4
weeks. The topics discussed were not boring at all and I can only be grateful for all the new knowledge and
awareness that I have acquired. I can say with complete honesty that this course allowed me to clarify some of
my ideas about feminism and offered me a totally new vision on topics that I had not considered of much
importance either because of my privileged situation or because it never occurred to me . I just hope to put this
new knowledge into practice and try to put the seed of questioning our behaviour in the people around me.
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DHANSHREE DHRAFANI
19BABBA047

Access to Coursera has been exceedingly helpful. It helped me in exploring many courses which I considered
pursuing as a career. The wide variety of courses gave me a good number of choices to look into.

I have

completed two courses till now. First one is Introduction to Psychology course by Yale University, and the
second is Preparing to Manage Human Resources by University of Minnesota. Both of them have been
interesting to learn and well taught by professors that had immense knowledge of the subjects. Both of the
courses added a great deal to my knowledge. Overall it has been a good learning experience
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KRITI SINGH

I completed the Introduction to Feminism and Social Justice course by University of California, Santa Cruz.
This course is fascinating and helped me understand the importance of feminism in the society. I learnt that it’s
not easy for the people, especially men, to change their minds about the importance of women and what they
really want to do and achieve in their lives. Women should have at least as much to say as men about everything
in arrangement of human affairs, including the meaning, purpose and activities of their own lives. Initially
women were insecure, not able to get proper jobs, got less income compared to men, were abused and sexually
harassed, racially oppressed etc. Women kept fighting to end all this. Today women are being stronger day by
day - living securely, comfortably, feeling equality to men, living in better and safe societies,

demanding

equality in jobs and income, and are fighting against racism. They started the “me too movement” worldwide,
and everybody started thinking and moving along the correct path to take proper actions.
So this course really helped me a lot in understanding racial oppression, class- economic situation, rape,
domestic violence, equality etc. All of us

should come together and fight for a better living and opportunities

DWIJ GOTHI

I took up the course 'Managing the Company of the Future' by University of London and London Business
School. This course gives a clear picture of how the company of the future will strategize, manage and create
room for creative individuals and emerging technologies, who are ready to create new innovations and sustain
the company in this competitive business world, while making profit and achieving company's goals through
provisions of creating needed products and rendering valuable services to the world at large. This course is
highly valuable for me because it helps me understand what future organisations will look like.

Thanks to Coursera, The University of London and London Business School for providing a great opportunity to
learn a very powerful and knowledgeable course.
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MEHEDI HASAN

First of all I am extremely grateful to PDPU for making arrangements for such good quality full online base
course program during the pandemic. I have completed an Entrepreneurship course. An online college education
might give students access to specialized degree courses that may not be available in an easily accessible or local
institution of learning. This opportunity made me believe that I have all that one should know before starting up.
Even as I had started with a fragmented idea about entrepreneurship, this course helped me articulate and build a
structured thought process around it. I’m looking forward to take up new courses. I gained knowledge about
entrepreneurship, and this course was helpful for me.

It was an amazing experience with great illustrations,

systematic notes and easy explanation by the teachers. A very precise to-the-point approach helps easy grasping
of important aspects of the subjects.
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RISHABH PARAKH

This was a great opportunity during this lockdown, as I got a chance to do such wonderful courses that were
made available to us by PDPU. I did 4 courses: 1) Brand management 2) Model of Business in Society 3)
Covid-19 contact Tracing 4) Market Research and Consumer Behaviour.
I selected those courses as per my major subjects and future planning, and as they were offered by reputed
schools they were very good. I am sure that both knowledge and its certificates would be useful for me.
Also I would like to say that these courses are extremely useful, and I am grateful as I got to learn about so
many topics which we may not be able to study in our colleges. I selected brand management as I wanted to
learn about branding and Coursera gave me that opportunity through this course. I learnt that to enter a
competitive market we need a brand and recognition and many other things. Then I learnt another course that
was Models of Business in Society wherein I learnt to create value for stakeholders through conscious
capitalism and stakeholder theory, and new models of how to run an effective business that makes the world a
better place. Then I went for a Covid-19 course in which I learnt the natural history of SARS-CoV2, including
the infectious period, the presentation of COVID-19, and evidence for how it’s transmitted. After that I took a
course for Market Research and Consumer Behaviour and in that I learnt the consumer decision process and
marketing research fundamentals. I am thankful to PDPU for providing us with this facility and giving us an
opportunity to discover more and learn and grow .
equality in jobs and income, and are fighting against racism. They started the “me too movement” worldwide,
and everybody started thinking and moving along the correct path to take proper actions.
So this course really helped me a lot in understanding racial oppression, class- economic situation, rape,
domestic violence, equality etc. All of us

should come together and fight for a better living and opportunities
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VIDHI THAKAR

안녕하세요 만나서 반갑습니다
,

(hello, nice to meet you)

‘First Step Korean’ course is offered by Yonsei University and is instructed by Seung Kae Kang.After
completing this course, I can now read Hangul (the script of Korean language) fully. I now know how to write
as well as pronounce the alphabets (vowels, consonants and syllables). I can now introduce myself, my friends
and my family in Korean, understand few words and even answer a few questions. Korea is already one of the
strongest economies in Asia, and if the trend continues, learning Korean could be just as important as learning
Mandarin for business and career prospects. Korean also ranks among the top 10 foreign languages spoken in
the United States.
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MICHELLE LALKAKA

I finished 2 courses from Coursera in the last 3 months. Introduction to Psychology from Yale University (4
weeks) and

The Addicted Brain by Emory University (8 weeks).‘The Addicted Brain’ course by Emory

University talked about the role of drugs in our lives. The neurological changes that addicts go through, the
societal factors as well as the stigmatization about treatment and addiction. I learnt about classes of drugs as
well.In my 3rd year with SLS PDPU, I have taken Psychology as my major and I plan to take up Rehabilitation
of Addicts and Behavioural Sciences associated with drugs as a career path. This course was extremely
informative and helped me understand how exactly drugs function, and what are the treatments for the same. It
was interesting to know that no two classes of drugs have the same treatment. After completing this course, I was
convinced that I was on the right path to my career.I would like to thank School of Liberal Studies, PDPU for
giving us the opportunity to learn such valuable courses digitally.

PRIYAL BHANDARI

’I’ve completed four courses on Coursera. I’ve learnt a lot during these courses, since all of these were taught
with practical examples and different methods and techniques.
1. Brand Management: Aligning Business, Brand and Behaviour, University of London. It was a very insightful
and captivating course that was professionally created and taught. With this course, the way I look at business and
brand behaviour will be with a whole new dimension and Newton's cradle will be a reminder to keep the
momentum with small actions at the moments that matter.
2. Firm Level Economics: Markets and Allocations, University of Illinois at Urbana-Champaign. This was a
valuable course on Economics. Had a clear understanding of how financial markets work, and the factors
affecting the same. Concepts were explained succinctly, such that even non-finance candidates would be able to
understand it.
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3. Introduction to HTML, University of Michigan. This was a very well communicated course. I learnt a lot of
interesting things. It provided valuable information and clear explanation and gave a good practice in writing
codes and the key to create web pages with accessibility.

4. International Business, University of New Mexico

With the help of this course, I got to know about Global business and an overall framework of how the world's
economies are functioning and how certain landmark historical events have impacted the economic thought
processes.
4. International Business, University of New Mexico With the help of this course, I got to know about Global
business and an overall framework of how the world's economies are functioning and how certain landmark
historical events have impacted the economic thought processes.
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SHALOOM
NIYOMUVUNYI

I am Shaloom Niyomuvunyi, an International student from Rwanda, and 2019 batch in BBA (Hons) Finance. As
a student who is looking for a graduate degree in Finance, I really appreciate the opportunities I got from PDPU
to get more skills relating to my career through Coursera. The teachers and the courses were very good. I really
liked the peer graded assignments from the courses, I loved the way they taught the topics. The examinations
and quizzes proved to test true competence as without learning, you couldn’t pass the quizzes or the course. I
completed more than 15 courses mostly based on Finance and Management as my major : 1.Behaviour of
Finance 2.Essential of Entrepreneurship 3.Excel skills for Essential Business 4.Introduction to International
Marketing 5.Introduction to Communication Science 6.Accounting Principles of Financial Accounting
7.Accounting and Finance Management 8.Introduction to Psychology etc. This will improve my CV and my
competitive

skills

will

be

highly

evaluated.

Coursera

courses

also

helped

me

pass

my

end

semester

examinations, where I could refer to what I learnt via Coursera. In conclusion, I would like to request PDPU to
offer such opportunities more often, so that it keeps us students occupied and helps us pick up new skills.
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Faculty Achievements

PROF. NIGAM DAVE

Prof. Nigam Dave delivered a talk on the topic, "Management of Reforms in the 21st century: The Social
Sector", on August 11, 2020, hosted by the Central University of Gujarat.
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DR. SITAKANTA MISHRA
Manograph The Post-Pandemic World Order: Nine Pointers (New York: IndraStra Global, 2020),
ISBN: 9798636741671

Book Chapter “India’s tryst with Multilateral Nuclear Regimes: The Way Forward”, in Bimal N Patel edited
National Security of India and International Law, Leiden, The Netherlands: Brill-Nijhoff, 2020.
Article
“Liberal Arts: Unshackling the Disciplinary Discourse”, The Gateway Odisha, 07 June 2020.
Lectures / Seminars / FDP / invitations
·Participated

in

a

virtual

Faculty

Development

Program

on

“Revisiting

India’s

Foreign

Policy

in

the

Contemporary Time”, during 12-13th May 2020 organised by Amity University, NOIDA.
· Delivered an online lecture to MA students of Christ University, Bangalore, on “Significance of Area Studies in
International Relations” on 11th July 2020.
·Delivered an online lecture to MA students of Calgray University, Canada on “The Nonproliferation Regime:
An Indian Perspective”, on 14th July 2020.
· Invited as a Judge in the Divine Fest’20 by the Divine Child International School, Ahmedabad, Gujarat on 8th
August 2020
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Media Appearance
· Appeared in a panel discussion on Nandighosha TV (Odiya) on India-China border issue on 8th June, 2020.
· Appeared in The Argus (Odiya) TV on China-India spat on 23rd June 2020.

· Appeared in a panel discussion in Nandighosha TV (Odiya) on India-China border issue on 28th June 2020.

· Appeared in a panel discussion in The Argus (Odiya) TV on Military preparations by India in the wake of
Chinese aggression on 29th June 2020.
· Appeared in a panel discussion in The Argus (Odiya) TV on India’s digital strike on China on 30th June 2020.

· Appeared in a panel discussion in The Argus (Odiya) TV on China-Pakistan nexus on 1st July 2020.
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· Appeared in a panel discussion in The Argus (Odiya) TV on Prime Minister Modi’s Leh visit on 3rd July 2020.

· Appeared in a panel discussion in Nandighosha TV (Odiya) on India-China border problem on 6th July 2020.
· Appeared in a panel discussion in The Argus (Odiya) TV on India-China Border issue on 6th July 2020.
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DR. URMI SATYAN
Dr. Urmi Satyan presented a paper on Mrs. Dalloway and Post-War Psychology at Shoolini University, Solan,
Himachal Pradesh, in an International conference, under the banner: "A Century in Retrospect: Literary
Signposts and Watersheds of Last Hundred Years" during 15th to 23rd

May, 2020. She also organised an Expert

Lecture by Dr. Preeti Oza from Mumbai University on "Literature and Film Adaptation" on 31st

May, 2020.

Dr. Satyan completed a Ministry of Human Resource Development sponsored FDP on Entrepreneurship,
Incubation and Innovation, 23rd-29th June, 2020, organized by Delhi University. She completed the Faculty
Development Program on "Green Literature: A Novel Trend in Literature", from 29th June to 3rd July, 2020,
from Saurashtra University. She presented a paper titled "English Language Teaching through Behaviourist
Theory", in an International Conference organized by the International Society for Educational Leadership, from
27th-28th June, 2020.

She completed an online non-credit course from Coursera on "Introduction to Psychology" from the Yale
University, on 1st July, 2020. She was invited to deliver an expert lecture on "Why Should We Read Literature",
organized by the English Language Teachers' Association, on 12th July 2020. The webinar was titled, "Teaching
Language and Literature: A Need for Meaningful Integration." She also completed another online non-credit
course from Coursera on "Introduction to the Science of Communication" from the University of Amsterdam, on
13th July, 2020. She delivered an expert lecture as a resource person in the International Conference at Kota,
Rajasthan on "Diaspora in the Era of Globalization: An Interdisciplinary Approach", organised from 23 to 24
July, 2020.
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DR. VAIBHAV SHAH

Dr. Vaibhav Shah completed an online course on "Introduction to Philosophy", from the University of Edinburg,
through Coursera.

DR. HARMIK VAISHNAV

Dr. Harmik Vaishnav published a paper, “Setting the Settling Side of Fiction" in Purukala-UGC CARE on May,
2020.

He also presented a paper, “William Shakespeare's Fundamental Wisdom for Business Leaders and Managers of
Industry 4.0”, at the International E-Conference organized by the Department of English at the Baba Gulam Shah
Badshah University, J&K, from 20th to 22nd June on the topic, “Revisiting William Shakespeare”.

Dr. Vaishnav delivered an online session on ‘Law and Literature’ at GLS Law Institute as a resource person on
18th July, 2020; and on 'CV Writing' at the SPE-PDPU chapter on 21st July 2020.
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DR. AMRITA CHAKRABORTY

Dr. Amrita Chakraborty completed the 40 hours online course on "Fundamentals of Digital Marketing" from
Google on August 8, 2020.

She also did certifications on the following topics:
1. Completed Webinar Training on "Indian Citation Index" on May 25, 2020, organized by Pandit Deendayal
Petroleum University.
2. Attended an 8-hour Online Training Workshop for faculty from April 1-3, 2020. The workshop was organized
by QASPIR.
3. Attended the National Level Webinar entitled ‘Fundamentals of Outcome Based Education’ conducted on
March 28, 2020. The webinar was organized by inpods.
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DR. NAUSHEEN NIZAMI

Dr Nausheen Nizami published three chapters in Block-5, Factor Markets, part of the course Introductory
Microeconomics (BECC-101), Bachelor of Arts (Honours) Economics, Indira Gandhi National Open University
(IGNOU). The title of the chapters are:
i) Factor market and pricing decisions
ii) Labour market
iii) Land market

She published a research paper entitled “India’s Macroeconomic Policy response”, in the special issue of Liberal
Studies Journal on ‘Covid-19’, in Vol.5, Issue 1, January-June 2020.

She also attended a two-day virtual International Conference on “Implications of the Covid-19 crisis for Labour
and Employment in India: Impact, strategies and perspectives”,on 8th-9th June 2020.

DR. SANDEEP PATHAK
Dr. Sandeep Pathak was invited as a speaker in an online webinar on Zoom platform, to share his knowledge on
disaster management in libraries, and data on damaged libraries in Gujarat due to natural disasters. The webinar
was organized by the Gujarat Power Engineering and Research Institute (GPERI), Mehsana, on the topic,
"Librarianship Development through Best Practices". During the webinar, he also gave suggestions on how to
prevent the libraries during natural disasters and the Covid-19 pandemic. The webinar was held on May 28 and
29, 2020, with 450 participants.
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DR. HIREN SOLANKI

Dr. Hiren Solanki presented a paper on ‘Impact of Corona Crisis on Environment in India’ in the National
Webinar on ‘Emerging Trends, Issues, Challenges & Opportunities Post Corona Crisis’ organized by School of
Commerce and Management, Mahatma Gandhi Central University, Bihar on 30th to 31st May 2020.

Dr. Solanki published a research article on ‘Using of E-Resources by the users: A case study of IIIT, Guwahati’
in the Journal of the Sustainable Humanosphere, Vol 16, Issue 1, February 2020.

He also attended a one-week training programme on ‘Dspace Software for Design and Development of
Institutional Repositories-Advance’ organised by CSIR - NISCAIR (National Institute of Science
Communication And Information Resources), New Delhi during 20 - 24 January 2020.
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