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EDITORIAL

With exams around the corner and the anticipation about finally going home after crossing that
bridge,excitement and fear both can be sensed in the students of SLS. In the month of November the
much awaited event of Saaz took place with the winners as follows Indian solo - Shimoli Pandya, western solo - Aditya Verma, Duet Kavan and Utsav Group/Band - The Caravan, Instrumental - Fusion Pandits, Original Composition - Jog.
Congratulations to all the winners! This event consisted of the entire university coming together and
celebrating the talented musicians of PDPU. On the same day SLS 15 students had their theatrical practical exams. Since the batch consists of a lot of students they were divided into two groups and performed accordingly. Preparations for this day had been going on for a long time and finally the day
had arrived. Decked up in makeup and costumes students gave their best on stage and this event ended with their mentor, Mr. Abhinay Banker and his assistant giving a short performance. This made the
entire programme memorable. This event was followed up by Saaz. The entire auditorium was filled
with students from different batches of SLS as well as few members of the faculty.

1

PSYCHOLOGY STUDENTS’ WINTER
INTERNSHIP AT PRERNA, DPS
Sixteen students from Psychology
department of the School of Liberal
Studies were a part of an internship
at Prerna, Delhi Public School, Ahmedabad. Prerna is an initiative by
Carlox for children with learning disabilities. The duration of this winter
internship was 21 days (1 December,
2015-21 December, 2015). Simran
Bhatia of semester 3 was the Team
Leader for this Internship. Three Psychology Major Students of semester 5
and thirteen students of semester 3
were a part of this internship in the
field of School Psychology.
The objectives of this internship were
to screen and identify learning difficulties of the dyslexic students; and develop knowledge, awareness and attitude needed to demonstrate professional behavior in order to enter the practice of professional child and/or school psychology.
Ms. Sangeeta Hinduja, Provisional In-charge at Prerna had briefed the interns about the functioning,
environment and objective of Prerna. Prerna focuses on concept-driven teaching, and has classes
from II to X wherein students with learning difficulties are encouraged and motivated to develop their
skills through practical application in a supportive environment. These disabilities include Dysgraphia,
Dyspraxia, Dyscalculia, ADHD, and Dyslexia. Special needs educators use Project Based learning techniques, they focus on Multi- Sensory Cognitive Enhancement, and Audio- Lingual Methods of learning
by creating IEP’s (Individualized Education Plan). Their main goal is to make the students active and
responsible learners and help them blend in with the society by joining the main school from class XI.
The Internship Program was guided by the developmental, child and school-based theories of psychology. Children operate in multiple systems that have a profound impact on their cognitive, emotional,
health and social functioning. As a result, training and experience occurred in multiple formats and
multidisciplinary environments, with significant emphasis placed on effective functioning as an intern
and being a Role Model for the students.

We, the interns got exposure and direct experience in the areas of Psychology through observing the
classes assigned to us and developing teaching aids for students, and identifying their skills through
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PSYCHOLOGY STUDENTS’ WINTER
INTERNSHIP AT PRERNA, DPS
constructive activities. An important area
was to handle the behavioral fluctuations
of the students and guide them into becoming attentive learners as well as managing and conducting their sports
day.Interaction with the students was a
major part of the internship wherein we
incorporated methods to teach them
basic habits and proper conduct. We also
studied their psychological reports and
history that helped us gain insights on
their deviance, better. The structure of
the internship was very organized wherein we had time-in and time-out entries and daily report was submitted every day.
As interns we were expected to demonstrate an increasing ability to function as an autonomous professional as we integrated academic learning with the applied experiences during the course of the
internship. It required self-awareness, growing confidence, and ability to make sound clinical judgment, knowledge and skill while dealing with the students and an attitude open to learning. Interpersonal relationship within and outside the institution was an important element of the growth area.
This experience gave us an understanding of the multi-faceted problems that these children and their
families face, in terms of child development. It gave us an opportunity to experience School Psychology and Developmental Psychology as a profession, along with gaining insight in the practical roles of
special educators and their importance in society. Our experience at Prerna was of great significance.

-Simran Bhatia
SLS ‘15
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INTERNATIONAL EXPOSURE
PROGRAMME ORIENTATION

Dr. Nigam Dave, Director of School of Liberal Studies spoke at length regarding the importance of
gaining international exposure and experiences of SLS alumni who are studying abroad.
He shared the opportunities that are available to current students in all years to enroll in international
universities in US, Canada, UK and other countries through International Exposure Programs in partner universities, Exchange Programs, as well as exclusive Scholarship Programs awarded by universities to applicants from SLS.
- Phalgun Kumar
SLS
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VISIT OF GYPSY EVENTS

Gypsy events, an Event management organization is coming up with one of the biggest events
to give a kick start to the New Year. They have organized a Live concert with Arijit Singh as the
core performer along with the first ever live orchestra in Gujarat. Mr. Malay Shodhan from
Gypsy events gave the students of School of Liberal Studies an amazing opportunity as they
were in need of volunteers for such a huge event. They were estimating as many as 30,000
amdavadis as audience for this event. This type of huge number would definitely require
equivalent amount of helping hands, a part of which SLS students were able to provide them.
Mr. Shodhan spoke to them about opportunities for all the interested students to intern and
volunteer for their event management company especially for the Arijit Singh Event. He said
they would be gaining tremendous exposure in the fields of planning, marketing and logistics
of a mega event with such foot-fall. Students were quite excited about this opportunity and
promised him to give their best.

- Manas Daxini
SLS
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STUDY IN INDIA PROGRAM
With the advent of globalization and economic
liberalization, nation states are growing more
enlightened about collaborative efforts in all human endeavors; concern is raised for the growing inequalities also. An African proverb says, “It
takes a whole village to raise a child.” Likewise
entire academic world across and beyond borders need to join hands to create holistic learning experience for the contemporary student or
a researcher.
Pandit Deendayal Petroleum University (PDPU) has vision and commitment to be an internationally
renowned and respected institution. Conscious initiatives have been taken by the university to orient
its students and faculty to be global leaders. To complement the process of internationalization, PDPU
is also committed to host international faculty and students on campus for shorter and longer durations. As a part of this commitment, PDPU has partnered with “Generation Study Abroad” Initiative of
Institute of International Education (IIE), New York.
To understand best practices prevalent in Internationalization of Indian higher education in India and
to understand quality parameters from Institute of International Education (IIE), PDPU hosted stakeholders from academia, industry and government to brainstorm on Study India Program in a two days
workshop on November 27th & 28th, 2015. The workshop was mentored by Prof. P J Lavakare, Former
Head & Senior Advisor, Institute of International Education (IIE), India and Prof. Kirtana Thangavelu,
Director, Study in India program at Central University of Hyderabad.

- Office of International Relations
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FACULTY REFLECTIONS
RIGHT TO EDUCATION ACT: THE PSYCHO-SOCIAL IMPLICATIONS
At the Millennium Summit in September 2000 the largest gathering of world leaders in history adopted the UN Millennium Declaration, committing their nations to a new global partnership to reduce extreme poverty and setting out a series of time-bound targets, with a deadline of 2015, that became
known as the Millennium Development Goals.
The right to education is a universal entitlement to education, recognized in the International Covenant on Economic, Social and Cultural Rights as a human right that includes the right to free, compulsory primary education for all.
The right to education is a law in Article 26 of the Universal Declaration of Human Rights and Articles
13 and 14 of the International Covenant on Economic, Social and Cultural Rights.
The enforcement of the Right to Education Act brings the country closer to achieving the objectives
and mission of the Millennium Development Goals (MDGs) and Education for All (EFA) and hence is a
historic step taken by the Government of India.
Article 21-A and the RTE Act came into effect on 1 April 2010. The title of the RTE Act incorporates the
words ‘free and compulsory’. ‘Free education’ means that no child, other than a child who has been
admitted by his or her parents to a school which is not supported by the appropriate Government,
shall be liable to pay any kind of fee or charges or expenses which may prevent him or her from pursuing and completing elementary education. ‘Compulsory education’ casts an obligation on the appropriate Government and local authorities to provide and ensure admission, attendance and completion
of elementary education by all children in the 6-14 age group.
The RTE in India Act provides for the:
1.
Right of children to free and compulsory education till completion of elementary education in a
neighborhood school.
2.
It clarifies that ‘compulsory education’ means obligation of the appropriate government to provide free elementary education and ensure compulsory admission, attendance and completion
of elementary education to every child in the six to fourteen age group. ‘Free’ means that no
child shall be liable to pay any kind of fee or charges or expenses which may prevent him or her
from pursuing and completing elementary education.
3.
It makes provisions for a non-admitted child to be admitted to an age appropriate class.
Besides these there are several other provisions under the Act.
The role of education in enhancing the choice and quality of lives, improving social and economic output, and instigating the practice of empowerment and redeployment of resources is well-documented
in the past fifty eight years of research. Despite India’s pledge to provide “free and compulsory education for all children until they complete the age of 14 and achieve Universalization of Elementary Education (UEE) and Millennium Development Goal (MDG) with significant upgradation in the excellence,
the normal years of schooling has remained low at less than three years. Around 35 million children, in
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the age group of 6 to 14 years, are still likely to be out of school and the percentage of girls and other
underprivileged sections is inexplicably high among these children.
States/UTs have issued notification or made provision in their State RTE Rules regarding admission of
children belonging to disadvantaged and weaker sections in Private Schools under Section 12(1)(c).
Among these 28 States/UTs notifying admission, 18 States/UTs have reported actual admission of children in private schools under Section 12(1) (c) during 2014-15. A total of 18.49 lakh children are studying
in private schools under Section 12(1) (c) during 2014-15. 7 states have started reimbursement of fees
to private schools (Source: Ministry of HRD Annual Report 2014-2015).
Does increase in the number of enrollments means that the ultimate goal of RTE ‘to educated children’ in tune with MDG has been achieved.
Despite the increase in the number of enrollments under RTE we need to take an in-depth look into
the pycho-social concerns of the children if we are aiming to move towards ‘shining India’ and
‘Education for all’. Growth cannot be defined in terms of only classroom education; it has to look into
the holistic development of the child inclusive of overall psycho-social development and growth.
Undoubtedly the act has strengthened the students in terms of admissions to schools, with the help
of NGOs and initiative and support from local bodies. The children are being admitted to schools in
large numbers. We are trying to ‘educate’ the children, but is it real education? Is this what we are
looking at? Is it imparting ‘Education’ and making the children responsible, mature, confident and thus
ready to take on the challenges that the world poses? The purpose of education is to enlighten the
mind of the children and make them responsible citizens of tomorrow.
Psycho-social Concerns
What does poverty mean for children? How does the relative lack of income influence children’s dayto-day lives? Is it through inadequate nutrition; fewer learning experiences; instability of residence;
lower quality of schools; exposure to environmental toxins, family violence, and homelessness; dangerous streets; or less access to friends, services, and for adolescents, jobs?
Over the years, numerous studies have demonstrated the damaging effects of childhood poverty on
development. Recent testing helps to unravel how growing up poor causes psychological problems.
Economic Inequality
Studies have found consistently large negative associations between poverty during early childhood
and academic outcomes.
Poor children are more likely than their more affluent peers to be raised by parents who have completed fewer years of education, and to grow up in households that are less cognitively stimulating. Research finds that children who are raised in poverty are at increased risk of a wide range of negative
outcomes that are identified at birth and can extend into adulthood.
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The act talks about integrating children from underprivileged and lower income groups with the children of higher strata of the society. It has been seen that mingling and acceptability of these children
becomes a challenge because of the huge income gap leading to lifestyle gap. The underprivileged
children begin to face psychological issues and many a times they develop severe complexes. They fail
to understand and accept the gap between them and the other children. They may begin to resent
themselves, their parents, their surroundings and get into undesired and socially unacceptable behavior to come at par with the other children and to get noticed and gain acceptance. When these children come back home every everyday they see the stark contrast between the possessions of their
classmates and their own which begins to give rise to a lot of complexities. Needs of the people are
subjective. Even though a parent may not feel that a child should have a particular thing, it might be a
real need for the child. If the child's school friends have pocket money, latest gadgets and expensive
stationary, then your child could have a need for pocket money, gadgets or stationary. It has been
found out that in order to project themselves in a better light among their friends and classmates they
resort to unfair means like stealing, what is termed as delinquent behaviour. They may resort to steal
goods from their classmates or go about in the neighborhood. They have been found to be boasting
and lying about them and their families in order to gain acceptance and appreciation.
They are similar to the accidental offenders but, in these cases, there are more contributing factors.
Their delinquency is precipitated by a crisis or by some external event which they are unable to handle. In other words, they do not necessarily go out looking for trouble but because of tempering circumstances, they do not use good judgment and may also be categorized as situational offenders.
Youngsters in this category have either emulated a faculty identification model or they live in an economically and socially deprived environment. Cultural offenders are considered normal members of a
deviant sub-culture and their patterns of behaviour are often accepted and called normative in their
own environment.
Unclothed or shabbily clothed children coming from poorer homes are unpopular with teachers, not
encouraged by parents to do well in school they play truant. Bad neighbourhood too contributes to it.
It has been observed that delinquency is more prevalent in town than in small villages because of the
densely populated industrial areas and slums inhabited by poverty stricken families accompanied by
illegitimacy, immorality, alcoholism and disease. Financial hardship plays another prominent role for
committing the crime. When the parents due to financial condition do not fulfill minimum requirements of children then the children lead to criminality or commit offence.
One of the possible effects on the psycho social development has to do with the neighborhoods in
which poor families reside. Poor parents have limited choice in terms of neighborhoods and the facilities thereof. Low income may lead to habitation in extremely poor neighborhoods exemplified by social disorganization (crime, unemployed abusive adults, unruly neighbors). There are very few resources for child development (playgrounds, child care, health care facilities, parks, after-school pro9
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grams). Living in neighborhoods with high concentrations of poor people is associated with less provision of learning experiences.
Children in poverty have a greater risk of displaying behavior and emotional problems, such as disobedience, impulsiveness, and difficulty in getting along with peers. Children in poverty display fewer positive behaviors (such as compliance) than their non-impoverished peers. Family poverty is also associated with less positive peer relations, and lower self esteem compared with children who have never
experienced poverty.
In the case of these children from deprived background even very simple day to day things like being
picked up by a loving parent after school, the affluent parents visiting the school, the child celebrating
birthday in a pompous manner has a terrible impact. The child may not overtly express but the sense
of deprivation may eventually turn into dejection and behavioral issues.
"Monitoring becomes increasingly important as children enter adolescence and spend less time under
the direct supervision of their parents and more time with their peers. Usually both the parents from
lower socio-economic background are too busy trying to make both ends meet. Where do they have
the time for monitoring the child. Or the parents as they themselves come from similar background
may not even feel the need to connect. The need to be with the child, the need to provide emotional
support.
These children who till now were leading a very laid back life suddenly find themselves in the middle of
action and activities. There is so much happening around them. They have never experienced extensive action, they find it extremely difficult to suddenly handle all that’s going around. The children are
lost into the new world, the unexplored, unseen and thoroughly confused. They fail to fathom the occurrences around and are completely bewildered. This sudden and abrupt exposure without any prior
briefing may take them off guard. Direct implications of this could be: The student may enter into a
withdrawal syndrome, not knowing what to do how to handle. He/she may start depicting depressive
behavior. This may lead the child into complex behavioral issues, difficult to handle.
Even simple things like doing homework becomes a real challenge for these underprivileged children
with nobody at home educated nobody to guide and help. How do they cope up with the studies, how
do they do the assignments? With the present education system becoming very activity and project
oriented for better integrative and hands on learning, doing these projects and assignments is a real
challenge. Moreover they involve a lot of money at times. So how does the poor child finish his assignment/ project/ homework so that he/she is not ridiculed or looked down upon. Even if the child does
manage to finish the project/ assignment/ homework, due to lack of parental guidance the quality
leaves a lot to be desired. Other children may look down upon them. Many a times the teachers too
may fail to take an impartial look into the submissions. All these may give rise to low self esteem and
confidence. These are simple issues but they do create a lot of day to day challenges leading to developing emotional and social complexities among the child.
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Child Needs More Attention to be able to integrate into the school system smoothly. Many children do
not get the attention they need. Such a child may feel unloved. Parents need to be counseled and provided with some monetary and social support so that they understand these delicate issues and are
able to handle their children with proper care and concern. If through RTE the country is looking towards educated citizens then a relook has to be done into the integration process.
When the child from a poor socio-economic background is admitted to any school under RTE, yes he is
getting education, but the policy makers do need to look into the psychological impact of the integrative process. Failing this we may end up harbouring a generation of youth with poor self esteem and
delinquent tendencies

- Dr.Neeta Sinha,
SLS
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THEATRICAL ARTS PERFORMANCE BY
1st YEAR STUDENTS
“Acting is not a state of being.....but a state of appearing to be” - Noel Coward

On 3rd November 2015, students of BA/BBA and B.Com who had opted for theatrical arts experienced
their first live show in front of a full pledged audience. This entire activity was not done and dusted in
a few days but a long drawn process of one month.SLS’15 batch students seldom roamed around in
the campus. It was either classes or practice. It did not matter if a person had two lines or twenty, everybody was present and ready to be entirely committed .The entire production team consisted of dedicated students who worked onstage and backstage as well. Our batch being the biggest till date consisted of two plays divided amongst two groups. Each group consisting around 70-80 students both
onstage and backstage. The two plays were Sneeze and Bhopal wali gaadi, by group A&B respectively.
Our mentor Abhinay Banker sir and his assistants Aadesh sir and Gopal sir worked hard and guided us
in the entire process.
Why Understanding Theatrical Arts was an interesting class would be a very long answer because unlike expecting the regular we were asked to unleash the madness within us. We were asked to howl,
yell and speak in the loudest volume possible. We were not going to be provided with mikes on stage,
our body language was essential as well as dialogue delivery. All these aspects were taken care of by
our mentors wonderfully. They scolded us and were our friends at the same time. There was no time
for being hesitant, there was no time for second thoughts. We have a particular mate in our group, he
happened to play the lead role in one of the plays and the way he emerged from being a shy boy who
would rarely speak to a character brought into spotlight. Sir had a knack for spotting talent and he
sure did his job well. He is now remembered by batch-mates and seniors in college by the name his
character had in the play.
Lights.Backstage.Costume.Setdesign.Props.Actors.Audience.Action.
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1st YEAR STUDENTS
Everything on spot. With nervousness dripping from our faces as we saw the auditorium being filled
with students and members of our faculty we faced them with outmost confidence. It would be modest of me to not mention that the show was a success and each and everyone enjoyed thoroughly.
The thunder of claps and roar of appreciation proved that the month long of hard work reaped fruits
of fruition. Understanding Theatrical Arts was one of our favourite classes to attend no doubts given.
The entire journey from not speaking at all to delivering dialogues and enacting out what we were
taught has been an enriching experience. We are thankful towards SLS for providing semester one
students with such courses.
It took us one step forward to discovering who we are.

- Hiya Banerjee
SLS ‘15

13

THE IMPACT ASSESSMENT STUDY ON
SLUM REHABILITATION IN AHMEDABAD
An Impact Assessment study on Slum Rehabilitation in Ahmedabad commissioned by Safal Constructions Private Ltd. was carried out to assess the impact of their five projects under the Slum Rehabilitation Scheme of the Government of Gujarat. Ms. Neeta Khurana and Dr. Ritu Sharma were the key investigators of this study. The six month study was completed in December 2015.
The student interns involved in this study from the School of Liberal studies were the team leaders
Rishiraj Derhgawen, Hemani Sheth and Manas Daxini, along with the following students, AIshwariya
Joshi, Akanksha Raval, Ami Dedania, Ashmita Chopra, Aayushi Bagga, Aayushi Dalal, Arjun Hurra,
Deeksha Rathore, Drashti Trivedi, Hafsa Memon, Hrutvija Trivedi, Ishita Hundia, Kanjshree Pathak,
Mansi Thakkar, Niharika Gupta, Pranali Thakkar, Prarthana Patel, Radha Ghodasara, Radhika Vyas,
Rajvee Vyas, Revati Baghchandani, Roohi Patel, Sameep Choudhary, Saanya Sinha, Shaily Sanghvi, Shama Kellogg, Shivani Joshi, Srujan Prajapati, Suchita Agarwal, Vatika Rathi, Vinika Rawat, Yashasvi Shah,
Zeal Parekh and Shreya Rathi.

The main concern of this study was to know the positive impact on the living standards of the residents of these five projects covered under this study, namely Abuji Kuva na Chapra, Ambaji, Bavaji na
Chapra, Khokhra, Kailasnagar, Sabarmati, Lakhudi na Chapra, Navrangpura and Mangal Talav na Chapra, Vasna.
This study focused on getting the ground reality and the impact and outcome of this initiative of AMC
and Government of Gujarat, executed by bSafal. It also aimed at eliminating assumptions regarding
14
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the lives of the slum dwellers.
To make the assessment possible, the interview questionnaire format was used to collect primary data on location. In the course of this study, the team interviewed and interacted with innumerable slum
dwellers who contributed to the understanding of this scheme and the projects that have been undertaken. The team collected data of over 700 respondents who also shared their stories with the team.
Shift in life style, adjustment in interpersonal
relations due to living in a high rise building,
heightened aspiration levels regarding work
opportunities and income, rise in self esteem,
life in a clean and hygienic environment and access to basic amenities such as electricity, gas,
water, bank account, etc. were the key impact
areas that were covered in the study.
The study found out that there was no
‘ghettoing’ or a fixed norm that was present
while settling down in these homes. People cooperated and readily moved into their allotted
houses. Positive community isolation was observed where the residents united to penalize those who
littered the premises.
Also, a rise in their aspirations was observed once they had settled down in these apartments as now
they had a stable environment and a good place to live in. They could now get productive employment.
Despite facing various challenges and adjustment issues, the residents, surprisingly showed a willingness to move forward in the social ladder after being given this new place to live in. They have a lot of
aspirations, along with certain doubts regarding higher expenses with better standard of living. Despite it, they are hopeful of having some savings out of their disposable income and sending their children to better schools to give their family a better future.
This study and the interaction with these residents have led the investigators to make recommendations for interventions such as organizing various workshops, provide vocational training.
This entire project was an enlightening journey in itself that has changed the perspective of the team
so far as the lives of the under-privileged are concerned and the schemes that the Government launches. The amount of work being done in this scheme and the new dwelling place that has been provided
to these people, all in all, this project is quite commendable and reinforces the belief that if there is
honesty of intent no mountain is insurmountable and honest effort pays rich dividends.
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TEACH FOR INDIA
Teach For India team members Saahil Sood (City Director – Ahmedabad) and Ayush Agarwal
(Recruitment Intern) visited SLS today and conducted a thought provoking session on “Challenges of
Primary Education in India”.

They also shared details and application process for their fellowship program. It was excellent that
they got along Manogna, a current fellow who is teaching in Ahmedabad and Sadab, a school student,
who shared their experiences. Sadab explaining “Pay It Forward” was a highlight of the interaction
and probably a showcase of the excellent work that TFI is doing in India. SLS Alumni are also currently
working as TFI Fellows.
Students interested in applying to the Teach for India Fellowship – 2016 can use this link: http://
apply.teachforindia.org/user/register and can also get contact details of Mr. Sahil Sood from SLS office
if you wish to get in touch with him for details regarding the fellowship.

- Phalgun Kumar
SLS
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ALUMNI SPEAKS
HETANSH DESAI
SLS alumni, Hetansh Desai of SLS‘11 is currently pursuing Entrepreneurship & Management at Babson F.W. Olin Graduate School of Business, Massachusetts.

SLS MIRROR: How far has Liberal Arts pedagogy has been helpful to reach where you are today in
comparison to the conventional way of learning?
HETANSH DESAI: Liberal Studies is a valuable course if pursued in the right manner. To me, personally,
a few subjects that I have studied have been useful, and a few, clearly, haven't. But that is okay... That
is what the course is all about. I enjoyed studying Economics, World Classics, Spanish, Films and Society, Body Language and English Communication. In fact, I still remember the early morning classes Nigam sir would conduct on Bhagavad Gita in LTC1. I have to leave for college at 8 am here, but I make it
a point to get ready by 7.30 am and read two shlokas of Bhagavad Gita before starting my day.
SM: What are your essential learning outcomes from the School of Liberal Studies?
HD: I am writing a book on SLS which I am going to dedicate to the college! That suffices. I think I
would not be able to segmentize the contribution, I think that's not possible, life is a journey. However, SLS has played a role in carving me and my character. And it's just not the college that has helped
me, its an amalgamation of everything. The experiences, the friends, the failures, the memories. All
have contributed.
SM: Your message to current liberal studies student as an alumni of SLS.
HD: SLS is like a shopping mall. You don't shop everything from every shop, you'll go broke. Identify
the shops you want to shop from to the best of your abilities. As I said earlier it is not possible to like
every subject you study, but make sure that the ones you like, you really study.
SM: Anything that you would like to add/incorporate from your end ( exposure of various kinds/
activities/ expert sessions /internships etc .)
HD: Fail. Failure is important. I love failure. College life is the life to try different things, make a fool out
of yourself and fail. That's how you will learn a thousand ways to fail until you find out one way to succeed.
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STUDENT REFLECTION
Theorising Resistance
Narratives in History and Politics
Jasbir Jain
Rawat Publications
Jawahar Nagar, Jaipur
Year: 2012
224 Pages
Book Review
Theorising resistance is a collection of essays that elucidate the concept of active and passive resistance through the human history. These essays have been written in responses to invitations for
conferences, symposiums, public lectures or inaugural sessions. The author talks about how at many
instances resistance has been shaped by artists. He quotes three such names – Chinua Achebe, Dietrich Bonhoeffer and Joseph Brodsky. The resistance by these artists again faces counter-resistance in
the forms like Fatwas, forced exile, censorship, controversy and exclusion. Salman Rushdie and MF
Hussain can be put under these categories. Hussain’s paintings of Bharat Mata, Mother Teresa, proIndira Emergency paintings, ones of Indian Goddesses, Gandhi without a head were all meant to provoke a response and given his secular mind-set it was nothing but a form of his experiment with newness of art. This is where he faced counter-resistance and agitation. Other artists like Sanjeev
Khandekar, Vaishali Narkar and Chandra Mohan had the same fate.
Further, he states how fundamentalism is different from resistance by taking the perspective of colonialism. Quoting Gandhi’s Quit India speech, he stresses how resistance is free of fear and is an inner
basic nature and a call of conscience. Whereas, fundamentalism incites fear and is in a way orthodoxy.
However, fundamentalism and resistance, also imply stubbornness, a refusal to shift from one’s position or allow an imposition. Therefore there’s only a thin line between both.
In one of the essays he traces the aspects of the ‘resistance discourse’ in nineteenth century colonial
India. In itself the term ‘resistance discourse’ appears to be very simple and straightforward and unidirectional, signifying opposition, a questioning and a defiance, all at the same time but the moment
one seeks a definition, it becomes complex and elusive. Jain very comprehensively distinguishes Gandhi from Gadar. Gandhi worked through debating methodologies and ideological routes whereas other revolutionaries were more towards pragmatic and practical routes of resistance.
Then he moves towards patterns of conflicts in border operations. Author explains how it si no longer
possible to begin with any well-defined points of origin or identities, or to work within the polarities of
‘self’ and the ‘other’. Cultures and people have travelled across national boundaries wide scale migrations and dislocations have resulted in the disruption of the notion of an anchored self. Power is both
invasive and pervasive irrespective of its nature, whether political, economic or cultural. Despite the
18
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revolutions and insurgencies, and despite democratic ideals, the hierarchical power relations continue
to persist. He takes examples of tribals resistance and Nazi persecution of Jews to substantiate his
point.
With an upsurge of English in various nations, resistance writers are now more comprehendible by the
rest of the world. The writings of diaspora of Asians and Africans like Iranians and Egyptians seek a
place in the language other than that of their culture. Therefore, the resistance has become more
global and universal than ever before.
The language of author is simple and lucid. Throughout, it has a consistence of thought and research.
The way author quotes and exemplifies other artists, books explains how well versed and clear he is
with his idea of resistance. He very conveniently inter-disciplines theories of resistance with politics.
In the introduction, on one hand he cites Hiroshima and Nagasaki as a form of resistance and close to
home Naxalites, Maoists, Bajrang Dal, VHP, extreme wings of Akali Dal and Muslim Organisations as
forms of resistance. On the other hand, Girish Karnad’s play Tale Danda is also described. This is how
he blends resistance in politics very conveniently with resistance in literature.

-Anmol N. Jain
SLS ‘13
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STUDENT ACHIEVEMENTS
Snehi Bhavsar and Ruchi Arora of SLS’12 presented a paper on “A COMPARATIVE STUDY OF
QUALITY OF LIFE AMONG WORKING WOMEN AND HOUSEWIVES” in a A Seminar in the Social Sciences, Mumbai organized by Monk Prayogshala on 29th November, 2015.
Heta Patel of SLS 12 presented a paper titled “HUMAN TRAFFICKING AND POVERTY: A CRITICAL CONNECTION” at the 2nd annual conference on poverty and sustainable development in Sri Lanka.
Tushna Kapadia of SLS 12 presented a paper titled “INFERENCES AND CHALLENGES OF LABOUR
LAWS: AN OVERVIEW OF THE STATUTORY COMPLIANCES AND LEGISLATIONS OF INDIA “ at International Conference on Business, Economic and Social Sciences held at Dubai on 29th and 30th of December , 2015.
Dhwani Panchal of SLS 12 presented a paper titled “CULTURE DELINATES STRESS – A COMPARATIVE
ANALYSIS BETWEEN EDUCATION AND BANKING SECTOR” at the International Conference on Business, Economic and Social Sciences held at Dubai on 29th and 30th of December , 2015.
Sanaya Patel of SLS 12 presented a paper titled “THE IMPACT OF SOCIAL NETWORKING AND ONLINE
PERCEIVED SOCIAL SUPPORT ON THE PSYCHOLOGICAL WELLBEING OF YOUTH” at the International
Conference on Business, Economic and Social Sciences held at Dubai on 29th and 30th of December ,
2015.
Heer Nanavati of SLS 12 presented a paper titled “GANGA REJUVENATION
MISSION - SUCCESS OR FAILURE” at the 2nd annual conference on poverty
and sustainable development in Sri Lanka.

Zuben Tirmizi of SLS 12 presented a paper titled “INDIA'S ROLE IN RESTORING PEACE AND SECURITY IN SOUTH ASIA ” at the 2nd annual conference on
poverty and sustainable development in Sri Lanka.

Jay Rawal of SLS 12 presented a paper titled “UNTOUCHABILITY AND POVERTY: A MEAGER OPPORTUNITY FOR UPLIFTMENT” at the 2nd annual conference on poverty and sustainable development in Sri Lanka.

Devang Patel of SLS 12 presented a paper titled “FRESH WATER CONSERVATION FOR SMART CITES:
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A STUDY OF HUSSAIN SAGAR LAKE” at the 2nd annual conference on poverty and sustainable development in Sri Lanka.
Pavani Shah of SLS 12 presented a paper titled “PUBLIC PRIVATE PARTNERSHIP: PROJECT HEAT ACTION PLAN BY AHMADABAD MUNICIPAL CORPORATION, GUJARAT” at
the 2nd annual conference on poverty and sustainable development in Sri Lanka.
Shivani Singh of SLS 12 presented a paper titled “ENVIRONMENT SUSTAINABILITY: ROLE OF PPP IN
MAHAN FOREST“ at the 2nd annual conference on poverty and sustainable development
in Sri Lanka.
Nishit Rangwala of SLS 12 presented a paper titled “INDIA-IRAN: THE DYNAMICS OF ENERGY SECURITY AND THE REGIONAL GREAT GAME“ at the 2nd annual conference on
poverty and sustainable development in Sri Lanka.
Yogendra Vishnoi of SLS 12 presented a paper titled “ENVIRONMENTAL BEAUTIFICATION AND REHABILITATION: A STUDY OF SABARMATI RIVERFRONT“ at the 2nd annual conference on poverty and
sustainable development in Sri Lanka.
Pallavi Bhalla of SLS 12 presented a paper titled “INDIAN FOREST: ECONOMIC DEVELOPMENT AT THE
COST OF ENVIRONMENTAL DEGRADATION” at the 2nd annual conference on poverty and sustainable
development in Sri Lanka.
Darshak Shah of SLS 12 presented a paper titled “ROLE OF CORPORATE SOCIAL RESPONSIBILITY TOWARDS POVERTY” at the 2nd annual conference on poverty and sustainable development in Sri
Lanka.
Shreya Rathi of SLS 13 has been selected to represent Gujarat in the Senior Nationals (Basketball Tournament) at Mysore, Karnataka in January 2016.
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FACULTY ACHIEVEMENTS
Dr.Anurag Kumar Srivastava presented a paper title – Urban Good
Governance: an Analysis of India’s Urban Governance - ‘A Case Study of
Smart Cities’ at GOOD GOVERNANCE: GLOBAL ISSUES, LOCAL CONTEXT,
2015 LIEN CONFERENCE 20 – 21 November 2015, Singapore.

Ms. Urmi Satyan presented a paper titled- Indian Diasporic Dilemma
and Good governance: A Case Study Based on The In – Between World
of Vikram Lall at GOOD GOVERNANCE: GLOBAL ISSUES, LOCAL CONTEXT, 2015 LIEN CONFERENCE 20 – 21 November 2015, Singapore.

Dr. Neeta Sinha presented a paper titled ‘Evaluation of Right to Education (RTE) in the light of Millennium Development Goals (MDG): a
psycho-social study,’ at University of London UK, organized by International Conference for Academic Disciplines, 3-6 November 2015.

Dr. Neeta Sinha was invited as a Session Chair for the theme ‘PsychoSocial Developments in the new Millenium’ at University of London UK,
organized by International Conference for Academic Disciplines, 3-6 November 2015.

Dr. Ashvin Dave has been appointed as "Member - Doctoral Research
Advisory Committee" at National Institute of Cooperative Management.
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CREATE-WITTY CORNER

ANMOL JAIN
SLS ‘13
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UPCOMING EVENTS
VISITS FROM SACRED HEART UNIVERSITY
VISITS FROM WASHINGTON & JEFFERSON UNIVERSITY
URBAN RURAL MISSION INTERNSHIP 2016
RURAL INTERNSHIP
SCHOOL VISIT: AGA KHAN
SPIC MACAY: DR. KAMALA SHANKAR
REPUBLIC DAY
ISTDP: PSYCHOLOGY DEPARTMENT

EDITORIAL TEAM
MS. NIYATI TRIVEDI
ANMOL JAIN | URVI SHAH
JASMINE PEREIRA | MANAS DAXINI
SPECIAL MENTIONS: HIYA BANERJEE
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