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“Do not confine your children to your own learning, for they were born in another 

time.”– Chinese proverb. 

 

All this time, the editorial of SLS Mirror was primarily aimed at providing a snap-

shot of the content available in the individual monthly newsletters. For this month 

though, I thought of sharing a perspective on the traditional educational model vis-à-

vis the contemporary method of education. 

 

The traditional method of education in India takes us back to an era, when there was a system called Gurukul for 

schooling. A learner stayed at the Gurukul and led a life similar to that of an ascetic. Over hundreds of years, the 

concept of education changed globally and the same happened in India as well. The concept of Convent Education 

was introduced in India during the British rule. The primary intent was to implement a modern approach of learn-

ing. Consequently, English mediums started sprawling across the country.  

 

The traditional method of education took a major hit with the advent of globalization. Internet made the format of 

education more democratic. Gone are the days when a learner had to order books from a seller and wait for 

months. With the help of e-commerce, any book from both Indian or international publishers can be purchased and 

received within a few days. Most of the renowned publishers are publishing e-books, which are delivered immedi-

ately to the buyer as soon as the financial transaction gets over. 

 

Since the last decade, a lot of colleges and universities across the world have launched online courses. This system 

has helped employees working in the corporate sector to enhance their educational qualifications without taking a 

break in their career. Many students are also opting for this facility while getting into an entry-level job. Some of 

the key features of such courses are virtual interactive classrooms, live or recorded webinars, podcasts, online as-

signments and tests.  

 

The current trend is going towards self-learning. With a barrage of academic videos and e-learning apps, a learner 

can learn any topic of any standard or any discipline. A school-going student is no more required to go for private 

tuitions. A working professional can learn sixth-grade mathematics online while preparing for GMAT or GRE 

without any hesitation of consulting a tutor.  

 

The major question persists though. Does the traditional system of education fit the requirement of a learner? The 

answer is yes, only if the learner is not being exposed to the facilities and services of online education. However, 

for students living in the major cities of India, the answer is definitely no. Such students need a facilitator more 

than a teacher. The ultimate goal of such facilitators should be to upgrade the understanding of a learner to the 

next level, so that the learner gets additional knowledge, which is not readily available over online platforms. 

 

With the above context, it is necessary to mention that the concept of formal degrees will disappear eventually. A 

news report published last year said that some of the well-known corporate companies such as Google and Apple 

do not need employees to have formal degrees. Hence, this is the time for value-based education. Job seekers with 
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with hands-on experience on tools or technology are more preferred for recruitment now as compared to a candi-

date with a glorified grade-sheet. 

With the current trend, a number of students are referring to various online sources in addition to their classroom 

sessions. The best performing students are mostly coming from that lot. Going by the trend, we can soon expect a 

facilitator-less classroom.  

If the academic world does not need teachers, then what will a teacher do? The answer is very simple. With the 

evolution of leaning facilities, a future teacher would contribute his/ her expertise for developing the value-based 

academic content on various online platforms.  

As a concluding remark, I would say that with the advent of globalization, the existing method of learning has 

taken a positive turn and has adopted new methods. However, the democratic media called internet has given a 

new dimension to the educational universe. With this growth, I could say that it is difficult to predict the future of 

education even 20 years down the line. 

 

Have a great read! 

 

Amrita Chakraborty  
Editor, SLS Mirror 
Lecturer, Media & Communication,  
SLS, PDPU 
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Key Events of School of   

Liberal Studies 



 

 

 

8 Mar. 2019: On the occasion of International Women’s Day, Women’s Cell circulated a Badge with a 
message ‘Empowering Women, Empowering Humanity’ to celebrate Womanhood, Encourage Women 
Empowerment and Gender Equality. 

PDPU WOMEN’S CELL CELEBRATED INTERNATIONAL WOMEN’S DAY  

Rapporteur: Dr. Ritu Sharma 
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Activities  

Organized by Different 

Departments of SLS 



 

 

 

18 Mar. 2019: A seminar on ‘Regulation of Competition in Indian markets’ was organized on 18th March 

from 9:00 a.m. to 11:00 p.m. at PDPU campus by the Economics Area faculties of the Department of So-

cial Science. Mr. Yogesh Dubey, Deputy Director, Competition Commission of India (CCI), from New 

Delhi was the guest speaker. Participants were mainly from 2nd year to 4th year of BA/BBA, SLS. They 

learnt about the different areas of research and career opportunities at Competition Commission of India. 

The seminar aimed to enlighten students about the role of CCI in regulating competition among firms and 

monitoring mergers and acquisitions within India. The event was anchored by Ms. Jayati Gupta, a student 

from Economics Major of BBA15 batch. 

The session started with Dr. Prashanta Panda, the Head of the Department of Social Sciences emphasiz-

ing on the need and importance of institutes of eminence like CCI for regulating competition in India. 

Thereafter, Mr. Yogesh Dubey began his session by explaining the background and history of the organi-

zation and its main objectives.  

Mr. Yogesh Dubey first explained the competition laws across the world. Canada was the first country to 

first introduce the same in 1889 followed by USA in 1890 and then India introduced it in the year 2009. 
Today, the competition laws are followed by more than 130 countries. Thereafter, he explained about the 
MRTP act which was formulated to prevent concentration of economic power. It was replaced by the 

Competition Act in 2002 which aimed at promoting and sustaining competition. It considered abuse of 
dominance as bad in the markets. There were specific provisions for imposition of penalties for violation 
of this Act.  

SEMINAR REPORT ON REGULATION OF COMPETITION IN  

INDIAN MARKETS 

Rapporteur: Dr Nausheen Nizami (faculty) & SangatUmat (Semester IV, BA/BBA Student) 

Mr. Yogesh Dubey explaining the role of CCI in regulating competition in Indian markets 
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Mr. Dubey explained students the meaning of natural monopoly in certain industries. These are certain 
industries where the marginal cost keeps on falling but never turns zero. Not all the competitions are 

good for the market. The speaker thereafter stressed on the role of CCI in preventing practices having ad-
verse effect on competition.  The role of CCI is to promote and sustain healthy competition in the Indian 
markets.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The speaker explained students about the anti-competitive agreements like the horizontal agreements, 

cartels, bid-rigging etc between 2 or more enterprises at the same level. He also explained about the verti-

cal agreements that take place in industries having exclusive supply-distributed channels, for resale price 

maintenance and deal refusals. The speaker took the case of Horizontal Agreements and explained that 

penalties can be upto 10% of the turnover. In the Indian scenario, 11 cement manufacturing companies 

were asked to pay Rs. 6,700 crores as cement prices kept on increasing regardless of Raw material or 

Process Cost. He also explained the case of Pharmaceutical All India Association of Chemists and Drug-

gists (A.I.A.O.C.D.)  

They faced the requirement of N.O.C. from cartels, not Government and a huge sum was required to be 
paid to them. Companies as well as people taking decisions on behalf were also penalized upto 10% of 
the turnover and Income. Such cases were resolved after coming into limelight and actions were taken by 

the Competition Commission of India to resolve the disputes.  

(Clockwise: A PPT Slide on opportunities at CCI, Dr. Panda and faculty members of Economics presenting memento to 
Mr. Yogesh Dubey and the faculty members seated with Mr. Dubey during the inauguration of the session) 

The student audience enjoying the session  
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Mar. 19, 2019: On Tuesday, March 19, 2019, an expert talkwith Prof. Coomi Vevaina was organized by 

the Department of Languages, Literature and Aesthetics, SLS. The theme of the talk was ‘Re-thinking 

Education in Digital Age’, a very relevant area of discussion. The talk was interactive and informative. 

Prof. Vevaina began with a story of a little girl who turned out to be her own childhood self. Emphasizing 

upon the importance to understand childhood phase, she conveyed her inter-connected message through 

different stories. The talk aimed to bring out various strategies for creating meaningful effect on learning 

environment. She presented her innovative ideas through interesting narrations and visual presentation.  

Dr. Vevaina talked about a wide range of topics such as left 

and right sides of the brain and how right hemisphere is con-

nected to creativity. She further talked about Artificial Intelli-

gence (AI) and how AI can play an important role in literary 

interpretation & criticism and Augmented Reality (AR) and 

its amalgamation of digital and human communication. She 

referred to Technology v/s humanity by Gerd Leonhard, 

which believes that “Our world is entering a period of truly 

transformative change, and many of us will be surprised by 

the scale and pace of developments we simply hadn’t antici-

pated”. Tremendous potential lies in these exponential tech-

nological advances, yet with these new opportunities, tremen-

dous new responsibilities also arrive. A combinatory set of ‘science and technology enabling mega shifts’ 

are coming together that will redraw not only literature, culture and society but also our biology and our 

lives. An avalanche of technological changes will reshape the very essence of humanity and touch every 

aspect of life in our planet. (Leonhard 2016). In a nutshell, she gave many examples from Neuroscience, 

Computer science, psychology, education and literature, to argue that there can be a way, an approach to 

reach out to student which encourages them further.   

Dr. Vevaina is an active speaker in various workshops. She 

has two doctoral degrees, i.e. one in English Literature and 

the other in Education. She amalgamates both of the research-

es when she speaks. She retired as a Professor and Head of 

the Department of English) from University of Mumbai, and 

currently working in her organization named Centre for Con-

nection Education and Management.  

Her years of work certainly gets reflected when she speaks. 

She told her experience of transforming Shakespeare into the 

‘Cool dude Shakespeare’ which made literature interesting 

and relevant for school students.  

Dr. Vevaina focused on ‘what children really want’ in her entire lecture. She referred to many education-

ists who believe that the system of schooling in formal institutional framework is designed to process 

groups of students in standardized monolithic ways where the individual brains are wired for learning in 

a certain way. The examples from Shri Aurobindo Ghosh and Shri Rabindranath Tagore’s idea of educa-

tion were also discussed to show how innovative ideas can be path-breaking in teaching young mind. 

Moreover, the idea on how we can create equality among teachers and students (without the hierarchy of 

authority) was also examined.  

REPORT ON SPECIAL LECTURE BY PROF. COOMI VEVAINA 

Rapporteur: Department of Languages, Literatures and Aesthetics 

“I never teach my pupils…I only attempt to provide the conditions in which they can learn.”  

 -Albert Einstein 
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The former professor also gave example from her days in Mumbai University and talked about how she 

initiated student involvement in syllabus revisions, and how teaching should not be considered as teach-

ing (preaching) but as a sharing of experience (among peers in a round circle). It was an interactive ses-

sion where students asked their doubts and questioned if the ideas are practically possible to be imple-

mented; where she replied quoting Mahatma Gandhi “be the change you want to see in the world”, and 

further said that a change is no matter how small is, will certainly make a difference.  

Learning is a process, it’s an experience. Learning is never confined in the four walls of the classroom, 

and leaning certainly gets more exuberant and uplifting when it goes beyond the walls of classroom. This 

small event, in many ways gave a long-lasting impact on student’s mind, and motivated them to take a 

tiny step towards transforming education.  
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Mar. 28, 2019: Department of Languages, Literature and Aesthetics organized a one day workshop on 

‘Metasis’ on understanding tensions of translating and politics of translation on Wednesday, March 28, 

2019. The workshop was organized especially for the students of English Minor who in the current se-

mester study a course on Indian Literature in English Translation.  

To conduct the workshop, Mr. Chirag Trivedi, a faculty in the area of Communication at Ahmedabad 

University was invited. His research interests lie in Identity politics in literature, Partition Literature, Da-

lit Literature and Culture Studies. He fondly takes to creative writing and translation of literary texts. He 

has translated a collection of short stories by Hansda Sowendra Shekhar into Gujarati with Dr. Rupalee 

Burke under the title, ‘Adivasi Nachshey Nahi’ (ISBN: 978-81-935210-3-8). 

Ms. Niyati Trivedi first welcomed the faculty and introduced him to the students. She provided a brief 

understanding about the course and background of Liberal Studies students to Mr. Chirag Trivedi.  

Mr. Trivedi then took forth the workshop by explaining the ‘tensions’ of/in translation. He clarified the 

difference between Literary Codes and Translatibility Codes. And how to keep a balance of both when 

one is engaged in the process of translation.  

The participants were given a pre-workshop exercise to 

translate the small texts. With the help of those translated 

texts by the student-participants, various ‘tensions’ were 

realized, identified and analyzed. It turned out to be a 

very engaging and an interesting way of learning. As part 

of this exercise, a remarkable observation was noted that 

all the participants translated those small texts only in 

English rather than selecting any other native language 

which opened the discussion platform on the influence of 

colonisation on the activity of translation and also the power-politics of the West.  

Through those translated pieces, the difference between translation and trans-creation was explained in 

detail. Mr. Trivedi further deliberated upon various aspects such as Politics of Translation, Translatabil-

ity, Trans-Creation, Readability, and Perception of the Translator. Further to enhance upon the same, ac-

tivities were performed by the students to express/communicate/translate the concepts through different 

mediums other than the use of language. They also played game of Taboo. These activities broadened the 

understanding of translation from limiting it only to the level of languages.  

METASIS – A ONE DAY WORKSHOP ON UNDERSTANDING TRANSLATION  

Rapporteur: Shalaka Apte  
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As part of the workshop, it was realized that different chan-

nels of communication require different modes and tech-

niques of translation, thus translation is not a singular process 

but an amalgamation of various diverse processes. The stu-

dents were also given an opportunity to state and comment on 

their experience of translating while performing the activities 

that made the learning process intense and open. These re-

marks and observations also brought about various insights 

into the perception and stereotypes that are being performed in our everyday lives. The instructor shared 

views on what a translator should keep in mind before translating, how to pre-decide what he/she wants 

to convey through a translated text, and on the transfer of the appropriate as well as the intended meaning 

in the relevant context/s.  

In the later part of the workshop the students were given another piece of text to translate, keeping in 

mind all the learning and cues as understood during 

the course of the workshop and to implement them ac-

cordingly. The translated texts by students were then 

read and were given the required remarks. Mr. Trivedi 

then made a presentation about some more influences 

on translation where the need for the reader to under-

stand the unwritten, implied meaning was emphasised 

upon. The impact of the individual perception added 

with the societal perception (stereotypes) can create what effect was discussed.  

Mr. Trivedi, at the end of the workshop, read out an excerpt ‘Adivasi Nachshey Nahi’, a Gujarati transla-

tion of ‘Adivasi Will Not Dance’. The text represents the lives of Adivasi women of Jharkhand, their 

emotional and sexual exploitation. He narrated his personal experience of the process of translating those 

stories and explained the difficulties he faced. He reflected upon his struggle to translate/create imageries 

from the source text to the target text and the impact that it produce. The workshop turned out to be an 

enriching experience for the students. 
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An expert talk was organized at CCE-PDPU on the topics: ‘Introduction to theories of Public Administra-

tion’ and ‘Indian Constitution and Contemporary Events’. 

Expert talk report is available: https://ccepdpu.wordpress.com/ 

 SLS-PDPU & CCE-PDPU ORGANISED AN EXPERT TALK 

Rapporteur: CCE-PDPU Wing.  

Speaker Ganesa Subramaniam welcomed by our SLS Student  

SLS Faculty & Speaker releasing UPSC Model Papers & Current Affairs Set 

(Available in Library)  
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Faculty Members’ 

Achievement  



 

 

 

DR. RITU SHARMA  

Dr. Ritu Sharma was Invited as a symposium speaker for the topic ‘Gender stereotypes in mental health’ 

in ICSSR sponsored two day National Conference on the theme ‘Enhancing Mental Health throughout the 

life span: Issues, Challenges and Interventions’ organized by the Psychology Department held from 

March 1, 2019 to March 2, 2019. She also chaired a session on the topic ‘Enhancing Psychological Well-

being at the Workplace’. 

Herald Cafe, 19-04-2019 
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MS. AMRITA CHAKRABORTY  

Ms. Amrita Chakraborty attended the 20th edition of FICCI FRAMES from March 12, 2019 to March 14, 

2019 at Grand Hyatt in Mumbai. FICCI FRAMES is Asia’s largest annual global convention on the busi-

ness of the Media and Entertainment (M&E) Industry. The Federation of Indian Chambers of Commerce 

and Industry (FICCI) organizes it over a period of three days covering sub-sectors including Films, Broad-

cast (Television and Radio), Print Media, Digital Entertainment, Advertisement, Live Entertainment and 

Events, Digital and New Media, Animation, Gaming, Visual Effects and the likes. Other than learning 

about the industry updates, the event also helped Ms. Chakraborty to network with media practitioner, me-

dia academicians and Bollywood celebrities.  

At FICCI FRAMES With Divya Dutta 

With Arunoday Singh With Shabana Azmi 
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DR. S. VENKATA KRISHNAN 

Dr. S. Venkata Krishnan, a faculty member of SLS and 

manager of CCE-PDPU, has presented his research paper 

titled 'China-EU Quasi-Interregionalism: Lessons for In-

dia' in an international conference on the theme 

‘Engaging the Rising China: Strategic Options for the 

Emerging India’ organised by the Institute For Contem-

porary Chinese Studies (ICCS) & School of International 

Relations and Politics, Mahatma Gandhi University, 

Kottayam, Kerala, on March 15, 2019 and March 16, 

2019. 

 

PPT & Abstract available for interested readers at: 

https://www.academia.edu/38542394/ and 

https://www.academia.edu/38617073/ 

Video available at: https://youtu.be/tw1QsEoOjxY 

Dr. S. Venkata Krishnan receiving certificate from the     

session’s Chair 

DR. NAUSHEEN NIZAMI  

Dr Nausheen Nizami presented a paper on ‘Need for labour regulations for knowledge workers: The case 
of India’s IT/Analytics industry’ at the XIV Global Labour University conference on ‘Reflecting 100 years 

of ILO: Shaping the rules for a new century of Labor’ at Berlin, Germany from March 27-29, 2019.  
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Dr. Sanjay Pradhan delivered a talk on ‘Potential 

and Prospects of India-North Africa & Horn of 

Africa Energy Cooperation’, in the India-Africa 

Forum Summit-III, in Hotel Hyatt Regency, Addis 

Ababa, Ethiopia. The Conference took place from 

29 March 2019 to 30 March 2019, and was organ-

ised by ICWA and Indian Embassy in Ethiopia and 

attended by top-level dignitaries from India, Africa 

and the African Union. 

DR. SANJAY PRADHAN  

MR. SANDIP PATHAK 

Mr. Sandip Pathak presented a paper on “NAAC: Best Practices In Affiliated Or Autonomous Universities Li-

braries”. He also presented paper in an international conference “The Role of Library and Information Ser-

vices in the New Millennium” held  during March 16, 2019  at Dr. Babasaheb Ambedkar Open University, 

Ahmedabad. Mr. Pathak attended an International Conference on “Intellectual Property Rights: Digital 

Transformation” during March 27, 2019 to March 29, 2019 at Directorate of Art & Culture, Patto, Panaji, 

Goa. 

MR. SHANTI CHAUDHARI 

Mr. Shanti Chaudhari attended the seminar on 'Rethinking Role of Libraries in National Development' 

held on March 9, 2019 organized by Ahmedabad Library Network (ADINET) and GUG. 
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Full Name School Date  Full Conference 
Name  

Location Paper Title 

Nishant Narayanan 1st 
Year, 
SLS 

03 July 
2019 

International Confer-
ence on Research in 
Psychology 

United King-
dom, London 

Stress among Engineer-
ing Students - Empirical 
study of Causes of stress 
in Indian Perspective 

Khushali Chauhan 2nd-
Year, 
SLS 

25 March 
2019 

International Confer-
ence on Interdiscipli-
nary Social Science 
Studies 

United States K-Pop: Reasons behind 
it's vague popularity in 
India 

Kanksha Vasavada 4th 
Year, 
SLS 

25 March 
2019 

International Confer-
ence on Interdiscipli-
nary Social Science 
Studies 

Boston, Mas-
sachusetts, 
United States 
of America 

Public Relations in 
Tourism Sector and its 
Impact on Cultural 
Tourism in Ahmedabad 

Aayush Jain 4th 
Year, 
SLS 

25 March 
2019 

International Confer-
ence on Interdiscipli-
nary Social Science 
Studies 

Boston, Mas-
sachusetts, 
United States 
of America 

Social Media and Its Im-
pact on Consumer Priva-
cy 

Shreshtha Dandnayak 4th 
year, 
SLS 

24 March 
2019 

5th International 
Conference on Infor-
mation Management 

Cambridge, 
Cambridge-
shire, United 
Kingdom 

Consumer Acquaintance 
& Perception of Food 
Ordering Services in 
India 
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TIMES OF INDIA 

(30 - 03 -19)  (07 - 03 -19)  

(25- 03 -19)  

AHMEDABAD MIRROR 

(06- 03 -19)  
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AHMEDABAD TIMES 

(21 - 03 -19)  

(07 - 03 -19)  

(27 - 03 -19)  

(18 - 03 -19)  

(13 - 03 -19)  
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INDIAN EXPRESS 

(24 - 03 -19)  

(26 - 03 -19)  

DNA GANDHINAGAR SAMACHAR 

SANDESH LIFE (CITY ED.) 

(07 - 03 -19)  

(29 - 03 -19)  

(28 - 03 -19)  
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