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EDITORIAL

October is a very exuberant time in India. The monsoon rain has eased in most places, and the festival
season is in full swing! Gandhi is remembered for his contributions towards the Indian freedom struggle. A nine day festival is celebrated that commemorates the Mother Goddess, in all her manifestations namely Durga, Lakshmi and Saraswati. Worship and fasting take place in the daytime, while the
nights are reserved for feasting and dancing. People flock to the streets to view the goddess statues
amid mesmerizing light shows, drumming, and aromatic food stalls. The festival culminates with
Dussehra, the victory of good over evil, on the tenth day.
This time we saw the celebrations of Navratri- RANGTAAL on 13th and 16th of October & also the PDPU
Open Tennis Championship from 15th – 25th October. This month was full of celebrations of different
cultures followed by extravagant dance Garba and on the other hand the boost of the amateur and
professional tennis players. Most of the students who participated were from SLS. Also, by giving a
healthy competition, great enthusiasm and zest three SLS students reached the semi finals.
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REPORT ON STUDY TOUR TO BHUTAN
A study tour to Bhutan – one of the SAARC nations was undertaken by 49 students and five faculty members of SLS- PDPU from 22-09-2015 to 0110-2015. Ten days prior to the commencement of
the tour the faculty members had given a brief to
the students regarding the climatic conditions of
Bhutan, precautions to be taken for clothing,
medicines, packing, safety, rules and regulations
of Bhutan including the immigration requirements. Two days before the commencement of
the tour the said instructions were emphatically
repeated by the faculty members and representatives of Vanshree Agency – the tour support
agency.
Day 1- (22-9-2015)
49 Students and five faculty members along with
representatives of Vanshree assembled at Ahmedabad Railway station at 17:00 hrs and safely
boarded New Delhi bound Rajdhani Express. Students were provided with T Shirts and food packets during the journey. Under the supervision of
faculty members student volunteers coordinated
amongst the students in different coaches to ensure comfortable journey.
Day 2- (23-9-2015)
We reached New Delhi and got down at Delhi
Cantonment station as it was nearer to the airport at 07: 00 hrs. The buses arrived in time and
reached the New Delhi Airport .We had about
two hours to facilitate breakfast and air craft
boarding formalities. The entire team boarded
the Baghdogra bound Go Air Flight. The flight
journey of 3 hours remained pleasant and team
reached Baghdogra at 15:00 hrs. Undeterred by
moderate to heavy rains the entire team accommodated itself in eight cars with all luggage. The
convoy reached Puentsholing – a town situated
near Indo- Bhutan Border. By the time we
reached Puentsholing it was 20:00 hrs. dark night
hours as per Bhutan climate. Rooms were quickly
allotted to students in two different hotels located nearby. The entire team had dinner together.
Students were once again reminded about the
immigration formalities to be completed next
day.
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Day 3- (24-9-2015)
We went to immigration office early in the morning. The formalities were completed by noon
hours. After lunch we proceeded to Ghumba
Crocodile Park where the officers from forest
and environment department interacted with students. They briefed the students about the wild
life and its importance to environment. Fruits and
Vegetable market was visited and students found
it to be too small and limited in variety.
Day 4 - (25-9-2015)
Morning the team proceeded to Thimpu by three
buses as only 17 persons are allowed to travel in
one bus. Those buses are called as Coaster Buses
fit for mountain terrain. On the way we visited
Gaddu College of Business Studies situated at
Gaddu at altitude of 6500 ft. The climate was
very cold with showers and strong breeze. The
Director of the institute along with the faculty
members warmly welcomed all of us with traditional Bhutan high tea. The students visited entire
college including the library, class rooms, examination hall etc. They also interacted with Bhutan
students. The college director has shown interest
to send their sports teams to PDPU besides looking forward to have support for their Ph. D. programme. We reached Thimpu by evening
19:00hrs. On the way we observed step cultivation and marketing facilities for the farmers on
the road side.
Day 5 & 6 - (26-09-2015 and 27-09-2015)
Bhutan Monasteries – administrative cum religious blocks for governance. Every where the importance of King’s family was prominent. Lower
house and upper house of Bhutan parliament and
King’s office were seen. Nehru Wangchuk Center
for Cultural Exchange was visited. In the evening
Bhutan’s Cultural Show was organized. Handicraft museum and market were visited.
Dochula Pass was also visited. It is situated at an
altitude of 10500 feet where climate changes frequently and unpredictably. However the Himalayas did give us feel of vastness of nature. Buddha
Point was also seen where Bhutan government is
constructing biggest statue of Buddha as a mark

of their cultural identity. We reached Paro in even- Some of the Observation during Bhutan Trip:
ing. On the way the only airport of Bhutan with  King and His family where next only to god to
shortest runway was seen.
an extent that their photographs were seen in
religious place, commercial shops, administraDay 7 - (28-09-2015)
tive buildings and residences also.
Today we visited tigers nest monastery, - it is 6  The environment of Bhutan was very clean and
kilometers trekking and it has a very old history
people behaved in orderly manner.
attached to it. we started our trek by 9 am and  Forest cove of Bhutan is increasing with govreturned safely by the evening 17.00 hrs, and stuernment efforts
dents also visited national museum of Bhutan and  The market places of Bhutan where small, limDzong – administrative office. .
ited in variety and flooded with Indian goods.
 The people of Bhutan held the people of India
Day 8- (29-09-2015)
with great respect.
The returned journey started from Paro in the  The road network was very good despite it bemorning hours. On the way Indo-Bhutan Friending Himalayan terrain and continuous rain. This
ship Bridge was visited. The team reached the Puroad network is constructed by Indian Borders
netsholiong in the late evening hours.
road organization under Dantak project.
 Polygamy is normal, and is not a social taboo.
Day 9 - (30-09-2015)
The divorce cases are disposed off in 24 hours.
In the morning we left for Bagdogra from where
The people of Bhutan preferred their currency
the flight took off at around 12:00 hours and
though Indian currency is widely accepted. The
reached Delhi at 15:00 hrs. in the evening entire
property inheritance rights are given to daughteam boarded Ahmedabad bound Rajadhani exters only. After marriage the boy normally go
press.
to girls family. The cost of education, health is
completely taken care of by the Government
Day 10 - (01-10-2015)
of Bhutan.
The safely reached Ahmedabad in the morning
10:00 hrs.
- Department of Business Administration
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INTERACTION WITH PROFESSOR S.D.
MUNI

At the outset, Prof Muni focused on the nuances
of India’s current neighbourhood policy and foreign policy which he advised not to frame in black
and white. There are many gray areas on which
no clear answer can be advanced. Moreover, India’s attitude towards its neighbours has been
conditioned by multiplicity of factors like geography, culture, ethnicity, security, external actors,
etc. There is sufficient cross connection of culture, pattern of living, language, religion that determines the South Asian discourse. In fact, what
constitute South Asia today was British India before 1947. Cultural affinity, geographical proximity, and India’s dominant position in the region
largely characterize the regional discourse. The
wide disparity between India and rest of the
countries in the region made the region Indiacentric.
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On India’s policy
towards its neighbours, Prof Muni
highlighted
India’s security consideration
and
vital national interests. India has
always looked for
reciprocation
from its small
neighbours until
IK
Gujaral
brought in the
‘non-reciprocity’
aspect in India’s
dealing with its
small neighbours.
India has many
times
militarily
involved in the
neighbourhood
and small neighbours have often invited outside powers to counter balance India. In this context, Prof Muni narrated China’s interest in South Asia. China’s involvement in this region is mainly driven by its
own sense of insecurity in its own border regions.
On the current state of affairs in Nepal, he said
India could have managed it properly had it been
engaged with the Nepali leadership in a sustained
manner. The good will that was generated during
the first few months following Narendra Modi’s
swearing in as Prime Minister faded owing to the
half-hazard dealing with the neighbours especially with Nepal.
Dr. Sitakanta Mishra
Faculty, International Relations

LECTURE BY
PROFESSOR VIJAY MODI

SHAMIANA - SHORT
FILMS SCREENINGS

A distinguished lecture by Professor Vijay Modi
from Columbia University, USA was hosted in
Pandit Deendayal Petroleum University, on
“Innovation in energy and irrigation for the poor”
on 26th October 2015. The lecture was graced by
the presence of Shri D.J. Pandian, Professor N.R.
Shah and SPM director Professor C. Gopalkrishnan.
Professor Modi has been professor at Columbia
University since 1986. Previously, he led the UN
Millennium Project effort on the role of energy
and energy services in reaching the Millennium
Development Goals. Professor Modi is a two-time
winner of prestigious teaching awards from Columbia. He received the Distinguished Faculty
Teaching Award from the Columbia Engineering
School Alumni Association. He also received the
Great Teacher Award from the Society of Columbia Graduates.
The lecture gave quintessential insights to
ground realities of developing countries and discussed about his work in the African nations
where technology integrated development has
transformed the ways the electricity is delivered
to the lives of the people who did not have access to the very basic energy requirements.
It was a very interactive and fruitful session especially for students of M.Tech who could relate the
technical aspects very well. The session was followed by a 20-minute question-answer round
where he answered questions related to Solar
Panels, Irrigation projects and the usefulness of
the technology he was working on.
Maulik Shah
Assistant Manager-Planning & Development,
PDPU

A multitude of students and their parents from
various colleges of Ahmedabad and Gandhinagar
had gathered in the auditorium on 23rd October,
2015 to watch the films nominated for Oscars
2013, screened by Shamiana- India’s one of its
kind and dedicated short film club. This was the
second year that Shamiana founded by Mr. Cyrus Dastur was screening short films at PDPU.

Lila, Border Patrol, We Are Friends and Int. Café
Night were the movies screened. Everyone enjoyed a lot.
Jasmine J. Pereira
SLS ‘12
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WORKSHOP ON PSYCHOLOGICAL TESTING

A two day workshop on 'Psychological Testing'
was conducted for major and minor students on
26th and 28th October, 2015. Resource person for
the workshop was Ms. Sharon Writer, Associate
professor of Psychology with 20 years of experience. Demonstration and practice session on various experiments related to learning, Memory and
Perception were the key areas of focus in the
workshop.

session with full participation from the students
which made it better for both the students and
the faculty. All the experiments were taught in
depth and with accuracy using the psychological
tools.
After this session, the students are keen to turn
their learning into a research paper. Also understanding of these experiments helped students
to gain knowledge about experimental psychology which would help then in their careers in various fields of Psychology.
Aayushi Bagga
SLS ‘13

Students were given hands on training on psychological experiments and test like - Mirror Tracing, Letter Digit Substitution, Maze Learning,
Whole vs. Part method of learning, Color Preference to name a few. It was spread over for 3
hours for two day so as to give detailed insight
into the various psychological experiments and
tests. Tools for all methods were exposed with
students and they tried their hands on a few experiments. Since the learning was done with the
tools, students could gain practical knowledge
and a better understanding of it. It was an active
6

GTPL STUDIO VISIT
As a part of the curriculum of students of Mass
Communication Majors, students of Semester
Five were given an opportunity to visit a News
channel studio and get practical exposure along
with a little bit of hands on exposure also. On the
16th of October, 2015 we visited the GTPL studio
situated at Shahibaug, Ahmedabad. The visit was
planned and executed by the course professor,
Mr. Kamlesh Udasi who works as a freelance film
maker along with teaching the subject.

to the studio where news readers were reading
the news live on screen. We also got a chance to
personally stand in that voice proof shooting
room with green background to see for ourselves
what was happening how. Then we also went to
the editing and scripting room where people
were glued to their computer screens unknown
of the happenings around them in the room looking for happenings from around the globe (how
ironic!).

GTPL, Gujarat Telelink Pvt. Ltd. Is a media house
which solely works on Television medium which
has a turnover of approximately 1400 Cr that
makes it the biggest news company with local
language in the state of Gujarat. At the studio, we
met in the meeting room where we had an intricate discussion about the company with Mr. Devang Bhatt who works as a channel head at the
studio along with Ms. Salma Ansari who played
the role of HR manager in the institution. We
were also enlightened about many unseen and
hidden aspects of the media industry with a special reference to News. They also guided us regarding how after we complete our studies we
can penetrate the industry and the corporate
world and what should we be doing at the age
we are at in the present.

Then later on we also met a student of Prof. Kamlesh who got job in GTPL who shared with us her
experiences during the job and also while studying under Prof. Kamlesh. Along with these amazing professionals we also had a few chat sessions
with other people like Mr. Ashok Mistri who was
the Sports Journalist in GTPL, The Bulletin Producer who wasn’t free even for a few seconds to
at least have a look around his place of work, Mr.
Pramakant Trivedi, the Journalist of Nirman Channel which is also a GTPL product, also took out
time to have a word with ‘the future of media’ as
what he called us. The studio visit ended with a
one hour session with Mr. Devang Bhatt who is
also a body language expert and has written
books on the subject of Non- Verbal Communication.

“Knowledge is knowing that Tomato is a fruit,
Wisdom is not putting it in a Salad” said Mr. Sagar
Rao who was at the position of the President in
GTPL. He shared experiences from his part of Life
he has lived to make sure he achieved where he
was at right now and what his future aspirations
were, what we should be doing to be successful
in life and many such inspirational words which
made us feel motivated and probably a little bit
wiser.

This was an mesmerizing experience to know
how 20 minutes of a show which we can ignore
through a button on the remote takes the hard
work of innumerable people working day and
night to produce what is of the best quality for
the audience.
Manas Daxini
SLS ‘13

Then they introduced us to Mr. Aashish who was
the Technical head in the firm which obviously is
one of the most important roles to play at the
studio. He was the one who guided us most of
the times to various different sections of the studio which was divided into three floors in the
same building in Shahibaug. He initially took us to
the control room where the final frame which the
audience and see is prepared. This was adjoining
7

BRAIN FINGERPRINTING
firms and was also the founder of Government
Works, Inc., in 2002. He demonstrated the way
the new technology worked with contextual significance.

A Seminar on Brain Fingerprinting Technology
and Current Challenges in National Security &
Law enforcement took place on 1st October 2015
for the students of School of Liberal Studies (SLS)
at Pandit Deendayal Petroleum University.
The seminar consisted of
the 3 interactional sessions.
Major General (Dr.) GD Bakshi, Combat veteran, former Professor at the National Defense College, Editor-in-Chief of the Defense
and Security Alert Magazine, and author initiated
the session. He spoke
about “Security Challenges
in India” focusing specially
on internal security. The
major challenge would be
unemployment
The second session was
taken up by Dr. Jayshree
Pandya (PhD), Founder of
Cyber-security Risk Research Center at Risk
Group, Strategic Advisor, and author of “The
Global Age: NGIOA @ Risk”. She spoke on
“Changing Nature of Security in Cyberspace, Geospace, and Space: Brain Fingerprinting and Identifying the Criminal Mind” According to her, Global
Peace could be achieved through Risk Management and people should have a holistic approach
not only to deal with wars but also go to the root
cause of such problems.
The last session was by Krishna Ika, Chairman &
CEO of Brainwave Science LLC. A successful international entrepreneur since 1992, Mr. Ika has operated several software consulting and services
8

The student volunteers and coordinators for this
event were as follows:
SLS 12- Gurmeher Juneja; Jasmine Pereira; Sanaya
Patel; Vhyom Bhatt;
SLS 13- Arjun Hurra; Revati Bhagchandani; Rishiraj Derhgawen;
SLS 14 - Khushboo Patel; Sarjit Amin;

Major General Dr. GD Bakshi conducted the first
session at the Seminar on Brain Fingerprinting
Technology and Current Challenges in National
Security & Law enforcement that took place on
1st October 2015 at School of Liberal Studies, Pandit Deendayal Petroleum University.
Dr. GD Bakshi has 41 plus years of experience in
the Indian army and has fought many wars including the north east front as well as Kashmir. He
spoke about security challenges in India with a
main focus on internal security. His session was
an amalgamation of his personal experiences and
various facts and figures. According to him, a humane and non-invasive way of bringing the truth
could be done through Brain Finger Printing. Unemployment is a major challenge to internal security. He also mentioned about the Jammu and
Kashmir based threats that India faces.
He believed that we need to follow the principle
of being an Indian first and concluded the session
by saying, "Great civilizations arise from great
challenges faced in their social and natural element."
Khushboo Patel
SLS ‘14

PDPU OPEN TENNIS CHAMPIONSHIP
2015

The PDPU Open Tennis Championship was a student initiative of 2015 coming up from the Passionate Tennis Players of PDPU. There was an urgent need for such a championship in PDPU as
our Sports Infrastructure always motivates us to
do more, by adding more tournaments like these
along with Petro Cup. However the main aim of
Organizing POTC was to bring the best players on
our courts and make the championship competitive. The format of championship consisted of 3
Categories – Men’s Singles, Men’s Doubles &
Women’s Singles, the Championship was scheduled from 15th to 21st October. We saw an overwhelming response in its premiere edition with
around 150 Players overall on our courts in all the
3 Categories. This was recorded as the highest
turnover in any tournament in the history of Gujarat. The championship’s player attendance and
organizing was highly appreciated by various Ten-

nis academies of Ahmedabad. The core
organizing committee
saw a majority from
School of Liberal
Studies, Nimit Desai
from SLS 4th Year
was the chief organizer. The Championship’s quality however was not overshadowed by quantity as
many National Players
participated,
with
Women’s
category
being dominated by
Saumya Vig who is
Ranked 4 in Gujarat &
42nd in India; likewise
Men’s Doubles and Singles saw the domination
from former top 10 Players. A sum of INR 1 Lakh
was up for grabs as the total prize money along
with Gift vouchers worth INR 50,000. The Core
Organizing committee didn’t only excel in hosting
150 Players but some of them also performed
well in the championship with Upasana Purohit
(SLS -14) reached the Semi-Final stages and Nimit
Desai & Aakash Bhatt reaching Semi- Finals in
Men’s Doubles. The overall PDPU Participation in
terms of Organizing and Playing was quite Noticeable. The Final day saw a Wheel chair exhibition
match where World no. 114 and India’s first Women Wheel Chair Player Mrs Madhu Bagri graced
our courts along with her hitting partner and
played a small match , motivating everyone.
Dhaval Rajguru and Nimit Desai
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RANGTAAL 2015
and Aarti Munshi who are considered
one of the best in the Garba Industry,
SAL did a fantabulous job of arranging
such high profile people for making
the event a huge success.

For the first time in the history of Navratri celebrations in PDPU, This year to double the excitement rangtaal’15 was a two day affair. The first
Garba warm up style celebrations right on the
first day of Navratri, 13th October setting a landmark and giving a glimpse of the grandiosity of
the event on 16th.
The first glimpse on 13th was supported by the
offbeat club whose team was the sole part of
providing live music and beats to facilitate the
Gujju moves. The workshop done by ‘Malav na
Maniyara’ helped the non Gujjus tremendously.
The event happened on the grounds of GERMI
OAT, the size didn’t matter over here, and people
from all schools of PDPU enthusiastically took
part celebrating this festival with utmost vehemence.

Prizes were sponsored by the Garba
Club of PDPU, “Malav na Maniyara”
who gave away cash prizes for best
players male and female along with
best dressed male and female. This
times Navratri Celebration truly
proved to be better than any previous Garba
Nights at PDPU.

The event ended with a vote of thanks for the
whole Team who were on Different instruments,
the anchors, General Secretary (SAL) and all the
players. A few of PDPU Alumni also didn’t fail to
miss the chance of participating in this celebration and came especially for the event from various cities. It was truly a mesmerizing affair which
left its imprints on the students which will remain
till Navratri 2016.
Manas Daxini
SLS ‘13

The final event on 16th was received with utmost
enthusiasm and high participation. The event
started with Aarti of Maa Ambe and distribution
of Prasad. Thousands of PDPU students, along
with Faculties and their Families danced merrily
on the beats of Garba sung by Shyamal Saumil
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VISITS TO SLS
Mr. Sichen Jiang, Admissions Officer at School of
Professional
Studies,
New York University
(NYU), visited School of
Liberal Studies (SLS) and
interacted with the students. He spoke about the
available graduate programs and answered questions about the admission process, scholarships,
on-campus internships and post-degree opportunities.
Saathi, an incubated venture of Massachusetts
Institute of Technology (MIT), Boston which also
won the grand prize in a ‘Social Enterprise’ competition hosted by Harvard, is empowering women all over India to improve their lives and communities
through
ecofriendly, locally
manufactured
sanitary pads.
Kristin Kagestu,
co-founder of Saathi (www.saathipads.com), visited SLS to talk about her venture as well as opportunities of internships and projects.
Mr. Amit Mehta, VP- Marketing, Narayankrupa
Infra visited SLS PDPU campus on 16th October
2015. He conducted session with final year B.B.A
students of marketing specialization.
Mr. Mehta discussed about his
experience
with
HUL, Vadilal and
Rasna as sales and marketing head. He also discussed about the impact of e-commerce and social media marketing on Indian FMCG markets.

WORKSHOP AT
MICA
Five Semester 7 students from the School of Liberal Studies along with an SLS professor Mr. Pradeep Mallik attended a workshop on "Media,
Profit and Policy in a Global Context" at MICA on
October 15.
The students, Phalak Vyas, Devanshi Shah, Rajvi
Shah, Riya Javia and Ishita Dava, and made the
most of the workshop by listening to the presentations, making observations and raising questions. They left a mark at the workshop by raising
pertinent queries during discussion with the resource persons which was conducted by Robert
G. Picard, a specialist on media economics and
policy and the business challenges facing media
in the digital age. He is affiliated with the Reuters
Institute at the University of Oxford and the Information Society Project at Yale Law School.

The day-long workshop had interesting format in
that it included presentations and interactions
with media scholars, economists and practitioners. Among the resource persons were Prof Tara
Nair from Gujarat Institute of Development Research, veteran journalist RK Mishra, and MICA
professors.
Mr Pradeep Mallik

Dr. Arti Trivedi, an educationist, industry expert,
policy consultant and columnist; conducted a
workshop on “Human Resource Federal
Laws” (including guidelines and modern global
practices from ILO, EEOC and OSHA) for students
interested in HR (Human Resource) specialization
at SLS.
11

FACULTY REFLECTIONS
ARE WE GIVING TOO MUCH IMPORTANCE TO MULTINATIONAL COMPANIES?

While political parties are not sure, multinational
companies in India have got good news. The rate
of transfer pricing audits will be reduced significantly (Financial Express, Oct. 18. 2015). This
makes us think the growing importance of multinationals in India. Entry of multinational companies (MNCs) in India is not a new phenomenon as
it goes back to East India Company in 1600,
Castrol in early 1890s, and GSK in 1919. Others in
the list are Cadbury and Lever Brothers. After independence till 1991, India was an empty market
for MNCs which government filled via industrial
policy of 1991. Since then there has been a vogue
among Indian consumers for foreign goods,
whether it is made in USA or made in UK or made
in Japan tag. With the success stories of LG, Samsung, and Hyundai in India, the new tag is also
made in Korea. Though multinational products
are considered as of better quality, brand image,
and looks; there is a flip side too. Almost every
buyer would know that the part of profit earned
in India is taken away to the home countries of
these companies. While they create jobs, they
also use or abuse local resources, including natural resources.
Are we giving too much importance to MNCs and
foreign goods? Well, the answer lies on our understanding of ‘how much is too much’? There
are indigenous companies which have over taken

12

global giants. For example, Micromax in India has
acquired first position market share in cell phone
segment, toppling once-a-leader Samsung. Products’ quality and pricing strategy sometimes put
MNC tags out of sight. Are we paying high discriminatory prices to Apple or Samsung just to
increase our so called social status? No doubt,
customers have right to decide what goods to
buy – local or foreign but as simply buying locally
made goods does not ensure patriotism, simply
buying foreign goods too does not guarantee
what they claim. The point is why made in India
tag is not as attractive as made is USA or made in
Japan tag, even not as much as made in Korea
tag? It is just customers’ fondness of MNC goods
or failure of Indian manufacturers to compete
with MNCs?

Dr. Chaitanya Vyas
Department of Business Administration

STUDENT REFLECTION
THE YEAR OF THE BANS

The year 2015 will go down in the pages of history. Not as the year when the Millennium Development Goals deadline was reached, not the year
when Indian Tennis players won Grand Slams, not
the year when an Indian became CEO of Google.
It will go down as the year when the Indian state
and central governments successfully imposed
bans on it’s people.
The Government of Maharashtra chose to act in
the safety of cows and banned the consumption
of beef. There it killed two birds with one stone.
It not only successfully killed the appetite of beef
consumers but also the business of slaughterhouses and tanneries. Were the farmers happy ?
Not exactly because many of them saved their
costs by selling old cattle to slaughterhouses. The
not so free state of Jammu and Kashmir witnessed a ban on beef at the strategic time of “Eid
al-Adha”. Not only are gastronomical desires
curbed, other primal desires of the citizens came
to an end with the short lived ban on porn sites#.
The honourable Supreme Court had to come to
the rescue of citizens when it declared the ban
unconstitutional. These bans were among the eclectic string of bans. The ban on 28 words by the
CBFC, which includes words like ghanta (There go
the temple scenes of ‘religious’ Bollywood films),
haram, etc*. India’s daughter, the film made by
Leslee Udwin was banned. Activities of NGO’s like
Greenpeace, Ford Foundation, Teesta Setalvad
among 4470 others were, quite literally, banned
by the cancellation of their licence to operate.
The suspension by Gujarat State of mobile internet was highly appreciated by people with nomophobia. The suspension was called into place
countering the Patel’s from gathering. It’s legality
became obscure when a few concerned judges
and lawyers observed that it is only the centre
which has the power to grant a full suspension of
mobile data services. While talking about internet, a special mention must be made for sneaky
effort by TRAI to bring into effect the policy of
net inequality. It would’ve effectively banned the

right of citizens of the digital world to be free.
The state seems to be enjoying an unprecedented freedom in implementing bans. Despite such
bans imposing a huge economic loss, these bans
are a huge burden to implement by the executive. The ‘ban’ on liquor in Gujarat is a shining example of it’s blatant violation but also its irrelevance. What’s worse than the ban itself are the
reasons behind the ban, which are often politically motivated. The political party in power has
started imposing statewide ban on Beef in the
state it rules. Ban represent an ideology exactly
opposite of a free world. The Nazi party initiated
book burnings as soon as it came to power. Famous scholar, writer and critic of idolatry in Hinduism, Dr. M. M. Kalburgi was shot at by two
men, allegedly belonging to Hindu fringe elements. A ban represents the ideology of those
two men. It represents the ideology behind the
ban and fatwa on Salman Rushdie and M.F.
Hussain’s work. The ideology which curbs the
freedom of citizens by the state.
"If you believe in freedom of speech, you believe in
freedom of speech for views you don't like. Stalin
and Hitler, for example, were dictators in favour of
freedom of speech for views they liked only. If
you're in favour of freedom of speech, that means
you're in favour of freedom of speech precisely for
views you despise.”
Noam Chomsky gave these statements when
asked about the intervention of the state on
curbing freedom of speech. Extend this argument
to that of bans, do we see a linkage? The state
might need a ban to maintain law and order at
the cost of the freedom of millions. That is the
cost which must be assessed by us, the citizens of
today’s ‘free’ world.
Saksham Singh
SLS ’12
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INDUSTRY SPEAKS – CYRUS DASTUR
young people / youth to express themselves
through creative mediums like theatre and short
film.
CD: Well there are a lot of youngsters who have
started expressing themselves through these mediums. But, one should not forget the quality
when you talk about theatre and short films. The
direction, acting, script etc are all very important
to create a film / theatre act.
SM: How do you see your association with PDPU
and the young students of PDPU?
CD: My association with PDPU has been amazing
and I know the students at PDPU follow their
passion and they will be successful
SM: Are there initiatives for young students to
expose themselves with world of ideas through
a creative medium like that of Shamiana?
CD: Yes, we do collaborate and screen good films
that have been directed by the young students.

SM: How did the thought of Shamiana , a short
film screening club come into your mind?
CD: To be very true, Shamiana was not a pre
planned idea . I genuinely feel, it just happened .Today’s generation wants to know a lot
but in a less time i.e., the attention span of the
people is decreasing. Short films are basically
films that say a lot in a very short period of time
and thus the idea of creating a platform that
screens short film came into my mind.
SM: Your thoughts on participatory nature of
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SM: Would you like to share something about
your upcoming projects?
CD: Yes definitely, Shamiana have collaborated
on various platforms to create campaigns. We
also have stepped into digital platforms.

Jasmine J. Pereira
SLS ‘12

ALUMNI SPEAKS – SHINJALI DIVANJI
How far Liberal Arts pedagogy
has
been helpful
to you to
reach where
you are today
in comparison to conventional
way of learning?
Liberal Studies gave me freedom, a freedom
which I did not think I would get after school. It
exposed me to a variety of subjects, which I
would not have had if I were in any other college.
These subjects gave me a well-rounded education
that incorporates a variety of different
knowledge areas. Liberal arts discipline gave me
the ability to function in a variety of settings.
Strong speaking and writing abilities are incredibly important in pretty much every career field.
Good thing about liberal arts is that we spent
most of our school time writing and discussing
what we’re studying. This skill is something that
can be carried across all careers.Reading is a skill,
and it's one that can improve greatly with practice. Liberal arts classes involved a ton of reading.
As students of the liberal arts, we studied people
and cultures and learnt the importance of diversity.
Managers in business, industry and government
appreciate the value of a Liberal Arts degree in
potential employees. They recognize the importance of what are often called "employability
skills"-reading, writing, listening, speaking effectively, knowledge of language, critical thinking,
problem solving, basic numeracy, information literacy and the capacity to continue to learn for life
-and know that Liberal Arts programs have always concentrated on just these skills.

What are your essential learning outcomes from
School of Liberal Studies?
When I first joined School of Liberal studies, it
was my fascination to learn different subjects and
foreign languages that drew me in. I must add
there wasn’t a moment when I wasn’t disappointed with the variety of subjects offered. I studied
Math, Science, Dramatics, Dance, Chemistry, Atmospheric Sciences, Geography, Statistics, History, English Literature, Environmental Law, Mass
Communication, Soft Skills, Psychology, and German, Spanish and other array of subjects which
opened up my mind. Each day was surprise and
each day would teach me something new.
At the School of Liberal Studies, we had the freedom of taking up any combination of major and
minor subjects and we could also take a double
minor if we wanted. In my batch I was the only
student to pick English Literature as a major and
they still ran all classes for a single student. I still
remember and I am always thankful to all my professors for going ahead with the major subject
while having just one student. If that hadn’t happened then I would not be where I am right now.
I got to study International Relations as my minor
subject long with Corporate Communication and
English Literature, a combination which no one
had in my batch. I truly respect the School of Liberal Studies for standing by the ideals of a Liberals Studies school and offering us a choice without restrictions. I could study the subjects where
my interests lay without hindrance. They provided us with the best of the faculty who taught us
with the best of their abilities. We had a perfect
blend of theory and practical classes which the
conventional colleges absolutely do not run.

Your message to current liberal studies students
as an alumnus of SLS.
To all the Liberal Studies students at SLS:
Take full advantage of the freedom to study what
you want in these four years. Explore as much as
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possible, experiment with subjects, and grab all opportunities which knock your doors and even the
ones which don’t. These wonderful four years won’t come back and you might not have such a school
elsewhere which is unprejudiced. Take up initiatives, become heads of clubs, run the newsletter, participate in debates, go around and present research papers, get creative! You have a lot of time on
hand and a bunch of extremely skilled, educated, learned and helpful faculty. Eat their heads and take
full benefit of your glorious four years; I bet my favourite seat in the class that you won’t regret this
piece of advice.

Anything that you would like to add/incorporate from your end (exposure of various kinds/activities/
expert sessions/internships etc…)?
We would have workshops which would last from a day to a week on subjects like screenplay writing
which was taken up by AnjumRajabali (writer of Rajneeti), work-place organisation, etc. These are unconventional subjects but adding to your basket of knowledge in the long run.
During my four years, there was one geography trip from college which I won’t forget. Not only did
we learn a ton of new things but we enjoyed as well. We had this one amazing session on stargazing
and constellations where we lay on our backs on the beach of BeytDwarka with the fire crackling at a
distance, learning about the North Star and the Orion’s belt.
Incorporating all, School of Liberal Studies gave me the independence I didn’t know existed. I am forever thankful.
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FACULTY ACHIEVEMENTS
Dr. Ritu Sharma ,completed Five day International Workshop on BrainFingerprinting
technology organized by Institute of R&D of
Raksha Shakti University , Ahmedabad, Gujarat (First Police Science/ Internal Security
University of India) in collaboration with
Brainwave Science LLC, Massachusetts,
USA International training organized by
along with Brainwave science.

Mr.Pradeep Mallik was invited to be a resource person at National Institute of Design at its two-day
conference on October 9 and 10 at Ahmedabad. The title of the conference was Design Dialogues:
Re-interpreting Design. The two-day conference saw participation of scholars, industry professionals
and students. Resource persons presented their views on use of design in their field of expertise and
how design was impacting their respective fields. This was followed by discussion with the participants.
Mr. Pradeep Mallik was invited to be part of a news and current affairs programme on the popular
TV programme "New Conference" on ABP News on September 20. Hosted by celebrated journalist
and anchor Dibang, the programme involved interviewing of Paatidar Anamat Andolan leader Hardik
Patel. The programme was a big hit and was broadcast several times on ABP News.
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STUDENTS’ ACHIEVEMENTS

Priyanka Daryani , SLS’15 completed the internship
in an international firm "United business media"

Shivani Singh , SLS’15 won the Clean &
Clear , Ahmedabad Times Fresh Face
2015

Simran Bhatia, SLS ’15 has been accepted into Students for
Liberty Fall virtual reading group.
She is a member of UHR-United for Human Rights Organisation run by UNITED NATIONS-Universal Declaration of Human Rights. The United for Human Rights Organisation is
based in Los Angeles and serves the purpose to educate,
unite and activate people to bring about human rights
awareness on a broad scale.

The PDPU Basketball (Girls) Team, with 9 SLS team
members, won the inter-university finals at IIMAhmedabad sports fest “Shaurya – The Uprising of
Champions”. (NAMES OF THE SLS STUDENTS)
PDPU Basketball (Girls) Team which participated in the
'Khele Gujarat' Zonal Round, has qualified for the State
Round. (NAMES OF THE SLS STUDENTS)
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CREATE-WITTY CORNER

MAYANK PARIKH
SLS ‘13
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RIVA SHAH
SLS ‘14

UPCOMING EVENTS
Visit of Teach for India Team
Visit of Mr. Malay Shodhan, Gypsy Events
International Exposure Programme Briefing
Tesseract 2015 - Technical Fest of PDPU
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