VOL II
ISSUE 02
April 2013

SLS Mirror
Monthly Newsletter from School of Liberal Studies, PDPU

National Seminar on
Interdisciplinary Approaches to Knowledge
4-5 April 2013
Organised by School of Liberal Studies PDPU

“The difference between knowledge
and research is that, knowledge is
what we get instantly whereas
research is what we receive from the
exploration of knowledge."

With lots of dreams and
aspirations, lots of hopes
and ambitions, lots of
learning and achievements
and of course with lots of
memories at SLS, MA 11
and SLS 09 batch will step
into the new world. Good
Bye and Good Luck to
ALL…

Condolence Message

The teaching and non-teaching staff members of School of Liberal Studies,
PDPU puts on record their sense of deep grief at the sad demise of Shree Bharat
Shah – The Registrar of Pandit Deendayal Petroleum University.
May God grant his soul eternal peace, and give strength to his family members
to bear this blow.
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Message From Editorial Team

We've been building up to this for months,
and now it’s here... Our first batch graduates!
As the exams finish and the gloriously sunny
days of the summer break beckon, we prepare ourselves for both frantic activity, despite the
heat i.e., internships and languid laze-a-thons, the
holidays at large. With the many and diverse opportunities around every corner, we sink ourselves
into exploration, of ourselves and the world we live
in.
Speaking of travel, we come back to the
wonderful fact of the 2009-13 batch passing out,
onto greener pastures, with some employed already and others pursuing further education, traversing the globe as befits the premier batch of SLS.
In other news this month on campus, as we
wound down from Flare and sloughed through the
End Semester examinations, a number of audit
courses and workshops were conducted, placement activities kicked in and all of SLS gathered to
bid adieu to our senior batch
in a solemn yet joyous
farewell celebration......
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Plethora of Activities
Interdisciplinary Approaches
to Knowledge
National Seminar -2013
The School of Liberal Studies organized the
second National Seminar on ‘Interdisciplinary Approaches to Knowledge’ on 4th and 5th of April,
2013. This seminar was inaugurated by Prof. N. R.
Dave, education advisor of PDPU and Prof. P.K.
Banik, Director General, PDPU. The dignitaries
talked about the importance of interdisciplinary
approach in research work and encouraged students to carry out discussions, share their research
ideas and take inputs from the expert panellists
during the national seminar. Dr. Nigam Dave, Dean
of School of Liberal Studies set the context of the
research seminar. Dr. Sanjay Pradhan, Convener of
National Seminar discussed the objectives of the
seminar and encouraged young studentresearchers for their significant participation.
The seminar included a wide range of research theme in the fields of Media, English Literature, Business Administration, Psychology, Public
Administration and Economics. Participants from
universities and colleges of Gujarat, Rajasthan and
Orissa etc. presented their papers with enthusiasm
and vigour.
During this two-day research seminar, 13
sessions were held, where 108 presenters shared
their research work. On the evening of 5th April,
the Valedictory Session was organized to reward

each paper presenter with a Certificate of Merit. Dr.
Bhagyesh Jha, Senior Secretary in the Gujarat Government was the Chief Guest of the event. Dr. Jha,
during his speech, emphasized that Interdisciplinary approach is the key to search the unknown
talents of the world. He read out excerpts from his
writings in Sanskrit as well. The research seminar
ended successfully for which credit goes to the participants, the chairpersons, the faculty and the
hardworking volunteers.
Jasmine J. Pereira
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Plethora of Activities
Good Bye and Good Luck
Our Seniors
Finally, the day came, the day our first batch
bid us farewell. The pioneers celebrated their time
and finally leaving, passed the leadership on to us.
It is to mark this transition that we, the juniors, organised a small program for all of SLS, where they
could express their feelings, meet each of us - the
faculties, students, everyone - for one last time before they leave
All of us gathered on 17th April, Wednesday
in the open air theatre as dusk was just settling in.
Our seniors arrived, the female students draped in
elegant sarees while the boys looked smart in
shirts and pants. Dr. Nigam Dave and the respected
Shri D. J. Pandian Sir sat at the dais, while everyone
else settled down around and the program started.
Ms. Shreya Kothari and Ms. Janki Gandhi from SLS
2010 batch were the hosts for the evening. They
started off with what college means to us and what
a big role college plays in our life. Later they invited
the Dean to say what he felt about the SLS’09 and
MA’11 batches. Dr. Nigam Dave talked about how
the SLS was started with the first batch of around
45 students, how quickly they all became a family
and now how difficult it is for him to say goodbye
to SLS 09 batch and MA 11 batch.
One by one, many of our faculty came up to
speak about the time which has passed, what
would it be like for them later and wished them
luck in all of their future endeavours.
One student representative from each batch
of SLS also shared their feelings and wished them
for their future. They talk about how wonderful it

was to have SLS’09
as pioneers, the
amazing time juniors spent with
them,
and
the
things we learnt
from them and how
thankful we all
were to SLS 09 and MA 11 batch for being our seniors.
SLS 09 and MA 11 batch were touched by
the good wishes from their faculties and the juniors. They also came up on the dais with their stories and memories to share.
Surprise time! The juniors presented them a
collage of their pictures and behind it, a message
from faculties. It was an emotional moment for everyone. SLS’09 proved to be the pioneer batch and
gave a memento to each of our faculty members
and staff of SLS.
The event ended with plenty of clicked pictures and hugs for the last time. Squeals and cries
of joy and sadness could be heard all around you.
Finally, we broke off for dinner. It was an amazing
day for everyone present. While we’re going to
miss them, we wish them the very best in whatever
they pursue. Farewell Didis and Bhaiyas!

Shinjali Divanji
(With inputs from Shreya Kothari)
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Plethora of Activities
Business Acumen for Mid Level
Managers - MDP

as an expert to conduct sessions.
Mid level managers from some varied companies across Gujarat participated and gained from
the MDP helping them to polish their decision making skills and working better with their teams.
Yash Modi

The Media and
Social Development
The School of Liberal Studies, PDPU organized a second Business Acumen for Mid Level Managers- Management Development Programme
(MDP) on 26th & 27th April, 2013. The main aim of
this MDP is to develop participants’ skills in formulating and, more importantly, implementing business/ marketing strategy, in a competitive environment. Under the programme the participants were
given a situation which simulated a real business
environment and participant groups compete as
individual companies wherein they had a chance to
apply all their conceptual learning in marketing
and business strategy.
The two days were divided into half day
teaching sessions which provided an enterprise
wide view about the various components of Business Acumen including Accounting and Financial
concepts and their interdependencies in the mid to
large organizations. The other part of the programme was an interactive, computer-based business simulation which had been specially designed
to teach business fundamentals. The simulation
concentrated on understanding and strengthening
skills such as strategic planning and implementation, operation excellence, marketing, financial acumen, technical innovation and risk.
Dr. Tanushri Banerjee, assistant professor at
SLS was the Course Director. Dr. Nigam Dave
(Dean, SLS), Dr. Aakash Patel (Faculty, SPM), Dr.
Arindam Banerjee (Professor, IIM-A) and Mr. Himanshu Upadhyay (Director Policy and Corporate
Affairs, Gujarat Gas Company Limited) were invited

School of Liberal Studies had organised an
interactive session of Mr. Mitai Shukla, content
writer and Producer in Radio Mirchi on 4th April
2013.
The theme of the session was development
communication and aspects that it encompasses.
The expert was very articulate in discussing about
a variety of socially sensitive topics ranging from
child labour to modern-day dowry cases. He
brought to our attention certain issues that we
might not have thought about in our daily routine.
Mr. Shukla not only encouraged students to express their opinions but also listen to our views and
opinions patiently to understand how we perceive
these issues that plague our society. He also discussed about the role and function of media in the
modern era. He explained how necessary it is for
the media to support and facilitate the increasingly
obscene and vulgar popular music for the sole reason of its sustenance and it does not in any manner
intend to corrupt the modern youth of the nation.
He urged us, being the youth of this nation, to start
taking steps towards absolute eradication of these
evils. We must start from home, be vigil and on the
lookout for any case of injustice or ill-treatment
taking place in our society. It was an eye-opening
experience that shall remain imprinted in our
memories for a long time to come.
Hrim Shah
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Plethora of Activities
Audit Course for SLS 12 Batch
Calligraphy Workshop
Fire safety Drill
A popular quote tells us “Calligraphy is a
kind of soothing music, not for ears but for eyes”.
SLS ‘12 batch students attended a Calligraphy
Workshop from 3rd April to 7th April, 2013 at
the National Institute of Fashion Technology
(NIFT) as a part of their series of audit courses,
and had a chance to live the phrase - learning to
play these alphabetical notes with a pen as their
instrument.
Under the mentorship of NIFT faculty, the
students learnt how to put precision into writing
characters, thereby adding beauty and distinction to their handwriting using simplicity, originality and freedom to innovate. The students
learnt various styles of calligraphy writing using
professional calligraphy pens, ice-cream sticks
and textured paper in the five days of the workshop.
They learnt that calligraphy is not merely
the art of putting pen to paper and then to remove it with accuracy, but one that encompasses
sculpting the alphabets to make them look beautiful, painting words with elegance and giving life
to frozen poetry, making the entire workshop a
rewarding experience.
Shivani Shah

The mere installation of fire safety equipments does not mean that an organization is safe
from the threat of fire. Its members should know
ways of responding to fire emergencies and operating the equipments.
Keeping this in mind, a four - hour work shop on “Fire Safety” was organized for the 2012
batch of the School Of Liberal Studies as a part of
the audit course on 13 th of April, 2013. The workshop, conducted by Mr. Shirish Bhavsar and his
team from SSR Enterprise, Ahmedabad, witnessed an active and enthusiastic participation of
91 students. The workshop gave theoretical as
well as practical exposure of various aspects of
fire safety with topics like types of fire, types of
fire extinguishers and their uses and ways of
responding to a fire emergency. Along with the
security staff of PDPU, the students were given a
hands-on training of ways to operate different
types of fire extinguishers. It was a very informative and knowledgeable workshop, and its
completion marked the end of the Audit Courses
for the batch.
Karan Pala
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Plethora of Activities
Activities by OIR
PDPU hosted Richard Bale,
Consul General of Canada in
Mumbai
On 8th April 2013, the Office of International Relations, PDPU played host to Mr. Richard
Bale, the new Consul General of Canada in Mumbai,
and Mr. Grant Manuge, Associate Asst. Deputy Minister (International Business Division) Dept. of Foreign Affairs and International Trade, Canada.
The visit to PDPU was organised with the
purpose of a meeting with PDPU senior to explore
further avenues of education and research collaboration. The delegates also interacted with faculty
members to discuss India-Canada Education collaboration, and specifically how teaching faculty
play a vital role in such collaboration, along with
the new initiative with the University of Saskatchewan. The interaction ended with a positive note
and is sure to yield concrete outcomes in the future.
In a more informal angle to the interaction, after
the attendees enjoyed high tea, the PDPU representatives at the event took the opportunity to show
our state-of-the-art campus to the esteemed guests.

Seminar on Scholarship and
Higher Degrees in various
branches of Engineering
The
Office of International Relations
of PDPU had organized a Student’s Seminar on
“Scholarship and Higher Degrees by research in
various branches of Engineering” Prof. Hema
Sharda, Director South Asia Relations, Vice Chancellery, of University of Western Australia was the
esteemed speaker for the seminar. The seminar
was scheduled on 18th March, 2013. Students from
various branches of engineering enthusiastically
participated in the seminar. Prof. Hema Sharda also
interacted with the heads of the departments of
PDPU.

OIR - PDPU

Gayatri Chauhan
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Memories of SLS
Our Journey at SLS
MA 2011 Batch
A journey from nothingness to something,
still undefined. Looking at the panorama of our
journey here at PDPU, the centrifugal approach of
learning has enriched our cognitive thought of
chronology. The bond which we have made here
with all juniors, colleagues from different schools of
PDPU, or the respected professors, is something
unique and special which leaves the imprints on
our heart. Comprising a small group has made us
realize the value and morals of friendship, which
has made our identity the unique one in all schools
of PDPU. The amelioration we have seen in ourselves has culminated the knowledge gained
through different dimensions which is important
for us to step out of this shelter and face the world.
The concept of ‘Self-Development’ is very much
seen as a result in us.

24th August, 2009. I was a part of those 47
students who entered the campus of a Petroleum
University to pursue a course unheard of. It felt like
these twenty over Cricket matches where you
swing your bat blindly, if you connect, you get six
runs, but if you miss it, you're clean bowled! 47 of
us were a part of the foundation batch with bats in
our hands ready for the swing. At this juncture
when we introspect, we realize that it was indeed a
six.
In SLS we have Guinness World Record
Holder, We have someone who has received one of
the highest ranks of sporting award in India, “The
Eklavya Award”, and we also have the budding
writers who started the website known as kaarwaan express.com. We have got the AIESEC brothers from our batch that brought a great culture of
this international organization to our college and
many other talented students.
Everyone at SLS is passionate about something in life and the examples I gave were all about
passion. This is what SLS is all about. Though you
might get confused at times but friends, SLS is all
about exploring yourself, exploring who you are
and what you want to do in life, extracting your inner self and finding the biggest answer, and if you
do that I guarantee SLS for you and your life would
be at the zenith
Excerpt From the Farewell Speech
of Parth Mehta SLS 09

MA 2011

We are the SLS
The only thing better then completing
graduation is the chance to convey the entire experience through a write up comprised of highly
personal anecdotes, a chance which I plan to take
full advantage of.
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SLS Scaling Heights
Aneri Mehta received ‘Senior
Eklavya’ award

Rarely is a centre of learning a combination
of such diverse innate talent as SLS is fortunate to
be. Among the many jewels enrolled here is Aneri
Mehta, student of the 2010 undergraduate batch.
An accomplished Yoga artist and figure skater, she
had a number of professional and competitive performances under her belt, with showcases across
the world and having won some of the highest
honours in the field.
Her most recent accolade is the Senior
Eklavya Award she received on the 16th of April
2013 for her achievements in Yoga at forums both
national and international. The Eklavya Award is
the highest sports award of recognition given by
the Gujarat Government. Hon Ministers and Secretary
for Sports and Culture Shri Ramanbhai Vora and Finance Minister Shri Nitinbhai Patel felicitated her at the
award ceremony held in Gandhinagar. Aneri
earned this commendation for her prowess in both
the athletic and artistic varieties of yoga, including
the Junior Edition of the Eklavya Puraskaar, which
received in 2008.

Media Coverage
Divya Bhaskar (City Bhaskar, Ahmedabad
Edition) on 7th April, 2013 , page no. 04

Sandesh (City Life, Ahmedabad Edition) on 7th
April, 2013, page no. 04
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Creati-Witty

Pulkit Viradiya SLS10

Divya Bhardwaj SLS12

Aena Bhattacharya SLS11

Chintan Jani SLS11

Aakanksha Vira SLS11
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