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fortune, the Americans, largely regardless of religious leanings or denomination, celebrate Thanksgiving. It is a favourite of Comparative Religion scholars with a predisposition
towards the Hindu/Hindustani structure to scoff at the same, saying that 'their' culture
embodies thanks far more than simply once a year. And yet, not even taking into account
urban and nuclear erosion of those traditions, how often are thanks for good fortune
*really* on our minds, when supposedly offering them as part of other rituals? Beyond
devout families (of any religion), thanks before a meal, say, are largely non-existent practices. And how can any of us be blamed for this lapse? Our lives are different, changing at
a pace tradition and its relevance cannot keep up with. It is in keeping with this outlook
that we here at SLS make room in our endeavours and activities to take a moment to appreciate where we are and how we got here. The most important of these is the annual
celebration of our independence.
As a relatively young nation, whose struggle for identity is still vivid in the minds of even
our youngest citizens, this is both deliberate and vital to our concept of self. Hence, the
occasion of Independence Day becomes a time to reflect on what it cost us to have the
opportunities we do, and spend a moment or two in gratitude to those who made it possible, as we hoist our national flag and spend the morning in relishing our national identity
through oration, performances of music and dance.
On a smaller scale, but no less vital to the here and now is our identity as SLSites, reflected in the meeting on Foundation Day. The month of August, in terms of greater relevance, is one of more than a few other festivals, as Janmashtami, Eid and Rakshabandhan
all come knocking on our doors and throw some colour into our otherwise routine, even
monotonous lives.
Part of our proud tradition of extracurricular and enrichment activities is the essential
place of Audit courses as part of our General Studies Curriculum, and in this month the
eligible students have tried their hands at Warli art, screen printing and calligraphy, also in
this issue.
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On behalf of the SLS Family, we would
like to extend a warm welcome to the
newly inducted faculties: Dr. Ashvin
Dave, Dr. Nita Sinha and Dr. Sriram D.

Inside this

From the Editorial

Message

In honour of the settlement of the New World, and presumably their consequent good

- Plethora of Activities
- SLS Scaling Heights
- Faculty Achievements
- Creati-witty
- Upcoming Events

Art Appreciation Workshop
Plethora Of Activities

“Art is the freedom to be yourself.”
Mr.Nirmeet Kacheria- Director, Guardian Glass Pvt.
Ltd., had been invited on the 6th of August from 3
p.m. - 5 p.m. to conduct an art appreciation workshop for the first semester students of the School
of Liberal Studies as a part of their Audit Programme. An engineering graduate from Nirma University, Mr. Kacheria is currently working on project ‘Kalabhan’, meaning art consciousness, which
is an initiative to bring art consciousness within the
society.
During the two hour session, the students were
exposed to various forms and types of art which
included nature art, abstract art, etc. The session
was a perfect alignment with the aim of School of
Liberal studies as it provided an exposure to the
unconventional aspect of art. The session was interactive and fruitful as students got to know
about the history and the origin of various forms of
art and the technique involved in each one of
them.

By Vedant Sharma

Mr. Kacheria shared his personal experiences with
the students which inspired every SLSite to take
art to yet another level and also expressed his
deep interest to foresee an Art Sculpture at PDPU
so that it speaks of art and creativity, along with
technical science.
It was a great session that opened up yet another
avenue for the students of Liberal Studies.
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Imran Khan and Sonakshi Sinha visit PDPU
By Shinjali Divanji

It was a bright beautiful day, full of expectations
and enthusiasm. That was the day when they
were coming. Bollywood stars, Imran Khan and
Sonakshi Sinha were going to come to PDPU to
interact with the students! It just took one e-mail
to create the excitement that we felt!
And before we know, students have lined up outside the auditorium where the stars were supposed to give their glimpse, hours before the declared time, waiting with bated breath for the authorities to open the doors and let them in. While
the students waited, the trailer and songs of the
upcoming movie of Imran and Sonakshi, Once
Upon a Time in Mumbai Dobaara were played to
keep us calm.
Finally we were let in, and how we rushed! All of
us ran to get decent seats in the auditorium to
catch a good glimpse of the stars and waited
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while some songs of their upcoming movie were
playing in the background. Everyone was talking
amongst each other, wondering when they would
come. Suddenly we saw some movement on the
stage and lo and behold! There they were being
ushered in by our anchors! They waved to us and

the sea of students screamed and waved back!
What a pandemonium!
They spoke to us about their upcoming film Once
Upon a Time in Mumbai Dobaara, said a few dialogues from that movie, following the cues from
our anchors and the contrasting delivery was so
much fun that it kept us fully engaged. Then we
had a small contest of the hero and heroine of
PDPU. Imran and Sonakshi chose three girls and
three boys respectively from the squealing mass
of students. The girls would come up and dance
for Imran and the boys would dance for Sonakshi
on one of the songs from their upcoming movie.
After the hero and the heroine were chosen, they
were praised and congratulated. Sooner than expected, our stars had to leave. Escorted by their
team, they waved a big goodbye to PDPU and left
from the auditorium.
All of us were left breathless. That was a once in a

lifetime experience and we thank SLS and PDPU
for providing us with such a wonderful opportunity.
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Independence Day Celebration
By Parijat T.

On this day India marks its 67th anniversary of independence from the British rule which lasted for
about 200 years. It is a day when we pay our respect
and homage to the Indian army, paramilitary forces
and to the officers of the central and state government who have done a commendable job in laying
the foundation for an independent India and holding it sturdy for all these years. We bow our heads in
gratitude to all those martyrs who sacrificed their
lives for this country and to those standing at the
border right now ensuring that we sleep in peace.

The new enthusiastic batch of SLS-13 portrayed
their energy by dancing upon the beats of “Jai
Ho...”

Last but not the least, to conclude but to continue
with the enthusiastic patriotic morning we had Yash
and Sarthak of SLS 10 presenting “Maa Tujhe
Salam.” There were refreshments provided as the
essence of patriotism blended in the air with the
ambience of patriotic songs.

The independence day programme at PDPU began
with the Flag Hoisting ceremony where the unified
sound of National Anthem gave us goose bumps of
patriotism. The Director General, Prof. P. K. Banik,
graced us with a speech making each of us realize
that we are responsible citizens and the future of
India and are going to be the leaders of tomorrow.
Looking at the National Cadet Corps (NCC) march
made us swell with pride. The performances by students gave us a whole new dimension of being an
Indian. The beautiful poem about the nation by
Manav Jain made us embark upon the meaning
even after the programme ended.
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Warli Art Workshop
By Mayank Parikh

Gradually, we have forgotten our ancient art and culture in passing time and to remind us of our historic
wealth, an Audit course on Warli Art was organized
by the School of Liberal Studies for the first year students. The Warli paintings by artists were not complex; it reflected life; it narrated a story! Mr. Anil
Patel, an expert from the Dangs - the place from
where this art form originated, taught us the intricacies of this art form. The two- day workshop started
with an introduction to this art form, its history and
where it will be standing in the coming years. Students’ questions were then answered by Mr. Patel
with great interest. Then we started with framing our
rough ideas into our canvas! He also talked to us

about the village life. He told us about the documentaries he made for National Geographic and Discovery and how he ended up choosing this as his career.
These paintings are generally done on the walls of
mud houses in the village during festivals and other
occasions. This workshop showed us how these simple things can send across a message. The college
has decided to put up an exhibition as well which will
be held soon .!!
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Screen Printing Workshop
By Misha Sata

An Audit course of Screen Printing was held on the
17th and 18th of August for the first year students of
the School of Liberal Studies, under the guidance of
Mrs. Asha Mandapa and her team of IDEAL Institute,
Ahmedabad. It gave us a wonderful opportunity to
witness something unconventional. Screen printing is
a technique that entails stamping colors and designs
on the fabrics. The process of screen printing involves applying pressure onto the stencil and screen
to force colors onto the fabric. Being able to print
beautiful designs so easily at home enables you to
create unique and distinct designs on the fabrics and
other objects too. This workshop of screen printing
has helped me to explore my artsy side. Usually all
we want on a weekend is to rest but who knew one
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could spend time in such a productive activity, something totally out of the box. What makes this kind of
experience special is that it helps us in building our
intellectual and take it to another level. This workshop was a really rejuvenating experience for me.

Calligraphy Workshop
By Simran Bhatia

‘Creativity is something that comes within oneself..’
We, the first year students, got a creative opportunity of learning Calligraphy over the weekend with
Ms. Asha Mandapa as a part of our audit course on
the 18th and the 19th of August, 2013. We learnt writing creatively with simple strokes and then tried to
make an image by writing in the same manner. This
activity is known as the Zoomography calligraphy,
which turned out to be something very unconventional.
We had an amazing guidance and help from ma’am.
She helped and encouraged us in every move,
whether it was making an A or getting ideas for the
project work.
Later, on Sunday we had our projects where we provided with the sheets red or yellow and had to make
an image by writing in cluster. It was kind of new to
us, but was fun to do. We had to use all our creative

organs to get brilliant ideas. Later when we were
done with our work Asha mam helped each one of us
with the detailing with black and the golden paints,
that enhanced our sheets more.
We are greatly thankful to our teachers for having
audit courses kept for us,
they help us learn a lot and
at the same time are quite
relaxing, specially after the
whole week at the university.
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Euphoria

Euphoria was held on 12th August 2013 by OffbeatThe PDPU Music Club near the Mess Foyer. There
were 25 performances in different categories ranging
from bands, instrumental, solo and group singing.
The show kick started with a performance by
“Chrysanthemum”, a popular PDPU band, which was
followed by a large number of solo performances
and band gigs. The response from the audience and
the performers was great. It was a great sight to see
first year students gathered to encourage their budding musicians. Each performance was appreciated
and highly applauded by audience.
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Wordwar

Wordsmith, the Debate Club of PDPU held inaugural
debate competition “Wordwar - 1” on August 14th. It
was an individual conventional debate competition
for the students. The event had variety of topics and
got enormous response. Faculty members – Mrs.
Neeta Khurana and Dr. Rupakjyoti Borah were the
judges for this event. Winners of the competition
were – R. Vellayan (1st prize), Karan Pala (2nd prize),
and Kunal (3rd prize).

Project WorldView
By Yash Patel

The Global Village is one of the most prestigious events of
AIESEC where it brings cultures of different backgrounds
together under one roof. The fourth AIESEC project in
PDPU, called the Project WorldView, was organized by all
the members of AIESEC in PDPU. The Global Village took
place on 4th August, 2013 (Sunday). We had 12 internationals from 5 countries – Egypt, Indonesia, China, Taiwan
and Ethiopia.

exhibit their culture amongst young individuals from
across Ahmedabad and Gandhinagar. Each participant
country is given a stall and performance time to showcase
their culture. Countries put up dances, sing, play music,
act or put up any performance that best describes their
culture. The essence of this event lies in the true globalization of youth through interaction and exchange of
thoughts, ideas, respective local realities, etc.
This kind of event is very essential for everyone because
we get to interact with different people and we gain so
much knowledge and make new connections and it increases your network. Students from SOT, SPT, SPM, SLS,
also students from GNLU and NIFT had come to witness
this event. This event brings people together and spreads
the message of “One World.”
This event was then followed by a cultural evening where
2013 Batch of SLS gave some spectacular group performances and solos. We also had band performances. This
event was specially kept for the interns and the audience
to see the diversity and talent that PDPU students has to
offer. It was a very entertaining event and it ended with
interns sharing their experience so far in India and PDPU.

This carnival is a celebration of culture and diversity that
will bring together internationals from countries across
the globe. It gives the international interns a platform to

11

Soul Pepper's Showcase 2013
By Shivani Shah

SOUL PEPPER-The Dramatics and Dance Club that has
added grandeur to the culture of performing art at PDPU
ever since its origin ,commenced the year with a bang
with its very first event – SHOW CASE ‘13. This purposive
event which took place on 8th August, 2013 on the PDPU
campus itself was furnished to showcase the multifaceted
approach that this club has in dramatics and dance to the
freshmen audience. The event was initiated by the
‘Streetplay’ group, a team of 14 performers who successfully injected a powerful impact on the spectators through
their outstanding performance.
The street play i.e., Nukkad Natak performance in nutshell
exhibited a new style of diffusing social awareness into
the minds of people in traditional yet effective way. As
per the event map, the Nukkad Natak was followed by a
Jugal-bandi of dance performances by the dance groups
functioning under the banner of Soul Pepper.
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The rock star western gang ‘D-Fenatics’ and the effeminate semi-classical dance group ‘Adaah – The Innocent
Grace’ had an enchanting halo effect on the viewers.
Among the participants who contributed in concluding
the event on a success note, there was enthusiastic and
dedicated involvement of SLS students in organizing and
participating under the seniors from the Soul Pepper club,
who constantly ushered them in putting up a great show.
The club awaits eager participation from the newbie
batch of SLS in the forthcoming period and appreciates
present dedicated members who have embarked the
higher flight of the club’s distinctiveness and its performance level.

Faculty Achievements



Dr. Rupakjyoti Borah was recently interviewed by an Australian media channel, SBS Australia Radio in Hindi on the
recent clashes between India and Pakistan.
A the link to the interview.



Prof. Urmi Satyan’s research paper titled ‘Emotional Isolation in Jhumpa Lahiri’s Unaccustomed Earth’ has been published in the book Dynamics of Diasporic Identity in Commonwealth Literature (ISBN 978-81-7273-726-9) which has been
edited by Dr. Arvind Nawale and Nibedita Mukherjee and published by Authorpress, New Delhi.



Dr. Ritu Sharma presented a research paper titled ‘Mood State Study: An Indian Perspective’ at the International Congress on Clinical & Counselling Psychology (CPSYC) at Istanbul, Turkey, organized by C-CRCS & American Psychological Association (APA) between 6th
-9th August 2013. Her paper is accepted for publication in next 2013 issue of Procedia-Social
and Behavioral - ISSN: 1877-0428 (ELSEVIER), which is indexed in Science Direct, Scopus, &
Thomson Reuters Conference Proceedings Citation Index.
She also received certification for 6 Continuing Professional Development (CPD) training
hours on Cognitive Behavior Therapy for Post-Traumatic Stress Disorder and Positive Psychology as treatment model for psychological disturbances approved by British Psychological Society.





Dr. Nigam Dave along with Dr. T.P.Singh, Ms. Mansa Rao and Mr. Sunil Gangwani of PDPU, participated in a two day
Master Class on ‘Constructing World Class Universities’ at Kuala Lampur, Malaysia on 26th and 27th August, 2013. The
Master Class was delivered by Mr. Jamil Salmi, Global Tertiary Education Expert and former expert with the World
Bank. 28 Policy Makers from various International Universities attended the Master Class.



Dr. Santosh Kumar appeared in a TV show on Indo-Pak relations on the channel Jano Dunia.
Here is the link to the site.



Prof. Neeta Khurana attended a two-day workshop organized at Mudra Institute of Communications Ahmedabad (MICA) on Innovative Interventions for Change Positive Deviance and Liberating Structures on the 23rd and 24th August, 2013 Ahmedabad. The workshop was led by Dr. Arvind Singhal, Samuel
Shirley and Edna Holt Professor & Director, Social Justice Initiative Department of Communication, University of
Texas at El Paso (UTEP). The Workshop was full of new concepts and approaches and highly beneficial in giving insights into innovations in teaching methodology.
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SLS Scaling Heights



Hrim Shah (SLS 12) and Navesh Kumar (SOT 11) won the 1st Prize at Nirma University, Ahmedabad in the Quizzac Competition organized by Endeavor Ahmedabad on the 30th August 2013. The quiz was attended by 55 teams from all
over Gujarat. Another team from SLS : Anmol Jain and Yash Kumar from SLS 13 also participated in the quiz.



Yash Modi (SLS 10) has been selected for the prestigious Tata Jagriti Yatra 2013. It is a 17- day
train journey through 12 destinations and 15 states across India starting from Mumbai. The
Jagriti Yatra is sponsored by Tata, Dell, Google, Bajaj and Coca Cola. Every year 400 youth out
of more than 14,000 applicants from all over India in the age group of 20-25 years are selected to be a part of the journey and stay on the train while the Yatra travels through these
destinations across 8000 Kms. Through the journey the Yatra stops to meet 15 role models at
different places for discussions and talks on social entrepreneurship. The Yatra will take
place from 24th December, 2013 to 9th January, 2014.
Divya Bhaskar Ahmedabad covered this achievement in a detailed article on 20 th August, 2013.

SLS Mirror
Recommends
Blogs :


Honest College : http://www.honestcollege.com/ : A must read blog for college students,that explains and focusses on various issues relating to college
going youth.



Making it count : http://blogs.makingitcount.com/ : blogs by students for
students , a journey from college graduate to career building.

Websites :
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Open Study : http://openstudy.com/ : An open platform for collaborative
studies for college students.



Show me do: http://showmedo.com/ : A peer-produced video-tutorials and
screencasts site for free and open-source software. The large majority are
free to watch and download.

Creati-witty

LOST CHILDHOOD... (POVERTY...)

Across the street I saw a little boy,
His little hands polishing shoes instead of being contended
with a toy...
Down the road I saw a girl moulding bangles,
Her innocent eyes seemed unaware that she’ll soon lose the
colours of her world...
Another little one picks rags,
A ray of hope still flickers in his eyes as if someday this rag
will change his destiny...
Those Little hands, those innocent eyes,
The world sees them but no one ever is ready to hear those
cries...
Every morning they wake up to fight for a life,
Unaware of what lies ahead,
We are aware of our being still we got to cry....
Every night they still sleep with hopeful dreams,
We know our dreams, still v regret...
With the life they are living people see
them and exclaim POOR CHAP!!!
But money is not everything...
With the heart and soul they have...
We, who exclaim this, are poorer...
-Urvi Shah
SLS13

Memories

Was walking down the memory lane,
Was walking on the beach,
Throttling the feeling of pain,
Keeping doubts out of reach.
Had a look at the sands of time,
The hours when time itself stood still,
Could hear the distant wind chime,
And I was walking while I stood still.
Felt the heat of the sun beating,
Could sense an awe that the past left,
Saw the sheath of life fleeting,
Glimpses of what was there were best.
-Misha Sata
SLS13
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Creati-witty

Mr. Phalgun Kumar

Vidhi Joshi, SLS13

Smit Sanghvi, SLS11
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Creati-witty

Shivani Shah, SLS12

Rushank Agarwal, SLS13
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Upcoming 3rd PDPU Convocation on 19th October 2013
Events SLSence
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