February '20
Volume: 01

Issue:05

SR.NO.

TITLE

PAGE NO.

1.

Editorial

1

2.

Rendezvous with Shri Jalaj Dani

3

3.

Mumbai Dabbawala, meet and greet session at PDPU

4

4.

Pandit Deendayal Petroleum University and University
of Birmingham UK collaboration

6

5.

Pathway to Education in Germany

7

6.

8

7.

Let's Converse in Mother Tongue at SLS with
Chitralekha
Study in Gujarat Programme - Indore

8.

Study in Gujarat Programme - Lucknow

11

9.

Study in Gujarat Programme - Hyderabad

13

10.

Report on Capsule Course on Dynamics Family
Business and Sustainability

15

11.

Report on Capsule Course on Design Thinking and
Future Thinking

17

12.

Guest Lecture by Dr. Rajivkumar, ViceChairman, NITI Aayog at AMA
Report: One Day Training Seminar on 'The Corporate
Awaits You'

19

14.

SLS Students attend Training Programme at MGLI,
Ahmedabad

23

15.

Internship Report: CMS COP 13, Gandhinagar, Gujarat

25

16.

T & P Cell Training Session on 'Statement of Purpose'

27

17.

SLS Students attend Training Programme at GIDR,
Ahmedabad

29

18.

Faculty Achievements

30

19.
20.

Students' Achievements

33

Media Corner

34

13.

9

21

We indeed seem to be in the middle of a sci-fi thriller – just that it is not a scifi thriller. The Coronavirus scare is very real and is there on our faces. While
the world grapples with the unprecedented health hazard, India has been
taking some very decisive steps in arresting the spread of the killer virus. As
educators, we sincerely support the 21-day-long lockdown, announced by the
Indian Prime Minister.
While the administration is doing its bit to contain Covid-19 infection, there
has been a silent revolution elsewhere, not just in the country but across the
globe as well. Education has taken the online route and decisively so. While students and educators are
locked inside their respective homes, they have found out novel ways to continue the march of
education. In the process, fresher areas are being explored and newer ways are coming out to deliver
education sitting at the comfort and safety of one’s home.

Zoom, Google Classroom, Microsoft Teams, Canvas and the likes are just some of the platforms that
facilitate the seamless delivery of online education. While some of these platforms offer only basic
facilities, the others are quite advanced. In times of distress such as this, all that we need is an
affirmative approach. If we have the will and persistence, we can convert this lockdown period into the
most creative and learning period of our life. Online education can play a pioneering role in that. While
we are at it, let us look at some of the obvious advantages of online learning:
1. Easy Archival: At times, the content delivered through offline education is lost in a clutter. Online
education ensures that there exists a proper record of all that is being taught. Recording the lecture can
be one viable way. The other possible way is to create a digital transcript of the class.
2. Delivery Is Easy and User-Friendly: One doesn’t necessarily have to take the pains to be at a
physical space at a fixed time. Here, the students can choose their time and space of learning.
Consequently, the process becomes economical too.
3. Multimedia Education Becomes a Reality: With the world fast turning into a global village,
multimedia has become the buzzword. Consequently, it is no one’s guess that education should is also
increasingly adopting the multimedia route. Online education makes it possible to integrate multimedia
tools to accentuate the learning process.
4. Education Becomes Democratic and Non-Hierarchical: Online education is truly empowering and
democratic. It puts everyone at a level-playing field and makes everyone start afresh.
5. A Varied Choice of Courses: Online education offers more flexibility when it comes to the choice of
courses and subjects. Every teacher can devise curricula based on their strength areas and
consequently students are left with better options.
6. The Inculcation of Self Discipline: The onus of completing the given task in online education is
purely with the students. Consequently, nobody can indulge in unnecessary blame games, as is often
the case in physical education.
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7. Blended Education Is Here: As is quite obvious, online education doesn’t compete with offline
education. Instead, online education truly enhances the value of offline education. As the world order is
slowly but gradually changing, most of the renowned educational institutions are moving to blended
education that makes the best use of both the worlds.
Today, as the world stands at a crossroad, Pandit Deendayal Petroleum University will also
unmistakably move towards a blended education system. In the process, both the primary stakeholders
– the teachers and the learners – have to play the pioneering roles.
Have a great read!
Amrita Chakraborty
Editor, SLS Mirror
Assistant Professor, Media & Communication,
SLS, PDPU
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10 Feb. 2020: Shri Jalaj Dani, the co-promoter of Asian Paints and a promoter of Indian Football
League has been inducted in the Board of Governors of PDPU. Shri Dani visited PDPU on 10th
February, 2020, and had a lively interaction with the faculties, staff and students of PDPU.

He shared the journey of Asian Paints from its inception to it being a leading brand amongst paints in
the country. He also gave useful and practical tips to the students for being a better professional. He
also talked about the importance of sports, the rise of sports and sports management in India. Shri
Dani also appreciated the intelligent and insightful questions from the students of PDPU.His friendly
interaction with the students in small groups and individually during the campus tour was highly
appreciated and welcomed by the students.
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21 Feb. 2020: School of Liberal Studies (SLS), PDPU invited the ‘Mumbai Dabbawala’ for a meet and
greet session to share their journey of struggles, success and solutions on February 21, 2020.
Mr. Ritesh Andre, one of the directors of Mumbai Dabbawala and the great grandson of the founder
late Sri Mahedeo Havaji Bacheche, shared the journey of Mumbai Dabbawalas. He was accompanied
by Mr. Jagdish Gopale, an integral member of the Mumbai Dabbawala and a supervisor of one of the
areas.

It is a known fact that Mumbai Dabbawala is an organization which has become an interesting case
study for management students and gurus. Since 1890, dressed in white outfit and a traditional
Gandhi Cap, the Army of 5,000 Dabbawalas fulfill the hunger of almost 2,00,000 Mumbaikars with
home-cooked food that is lug between homes and offices daily. For more than a century, the team has
been part of this grime-ridden metropolis-of-dreams. The lunchboxes are picked up in thelatter half of
the morning, delivered predominantly using bicycles and local trains, and returned empty in the
afternoon.
Mr. Ritesh Andre, in an engaging conversation, explained how they consider work as worship and the
principle of customer satisfaction lies at the heart of their work. He charted out the growth of Mumbai
Dabbawala, the meticulous coding system on the dabbas, the supply chain, unity and time
management aspects. It is an organization that has received prestigious awards and has been invited
at various national and international platforms to provide insights of their work culture.
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Mr. Ritesh Andre, during the question and answer session, mentioned the process of recruitment,
welfare of their members and other philanthropic projects of Mumbai Dabbawala. Dabbawalas have
earned Six Sigma and more than five thousand certifications for their exemplary execution.
The Director General of PDPU, Prof. S. Sundar Manoharan delivered the welcome address. He
mentioned how important it is to understand the process, work culture, motto and vision from
interdisciplinary perspective.
The Director of School of Liberal Studies, Prof. Nigam Dave while proposing a vote of thanks
emphasized on the importance of commitment, perseverance and the touch of humanity in the pursuit
of being a satisfied professional.
The session was well received by the audience.

5

19 Feb. 2020: The collaboration and MoU signing ceremony between Pandit Deendayal Petroleum
University (PDPU), Gandhinagar and University of Birmingham (UOB), UK took place on February 19,
2020 during the formal launch of the University of Birmingham India Institute, India Office at Taj Mahal
Hotel, Delhi. Lord Karan Bilimoria CBE, DL, Chancellor, and Professor Sir David Eastwood, ViceChancellor of the University of Birmingham hosted the event. From PDPU, Dr. R. K. Vij, Director, SPT
and Dr. Ritu Sharma, Associate Professor-SLS attended the event and MoU signing ceremony
between PDPU & UOB that took place during the event, and a discussion was held about
collaboration opportunities between the two universities. Dr. R. K. Vij signed the MoU on behalf of the
university. PDPU & UOB shall work collaboratively in fields of mutual interests and facilitate students
&staff mobility programs. As a part of the collaboration, Office of International Relations, PDPU is
facilitating International Exposure Program (IEP) 2020 for SLS, PDPU students as a part of
Birmingham International Summer School (BISS)Program 2020 of the University of Birmingham.
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24 Feb. 2020: Office of International Relations and School of Liberal Studies hosted an interactive
session on ‘Pathway to Education in Germany’ by Prof. David Windsor, Associate Dean International
Affairs, EBS University, Germany. This session was conducted on 24th February 2020 from 9:30 AM
to 11:30 AM for the First Year students of School of Liberal Studies. He explained howstudents can
get enrolled in the German University, seamlessly, on the basis of PDPU's collaboration with EBS
University, Germany. On completion of First Year at PDPU, students can directly go for further
education in the field of Business Studies, Bachelor of Science (BSc) at EBS University under the
current collaboration. The session was followed by a one to one discussion between Prof. David
Windsor, Prof. Nigam Dave, Dr. Ritu Sharma & Mr. Neil Dave and the students. Another Webinar for
‘Pathway to German’” is scheduled on 22nd March 2020 for the First Year students of School of
Liberal Studies.
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27 Feb. 2020:‘Let’s Converse’- a panel discussion and participation session was organized by School
of Liberal Studies with Chitralekha, the renowned Gujarati Magazine, to celebrate Mother Tongue’s
Day.

Panel Discussion
SLS and Chitralekha's Joint Event Mother Tongue Day

It was an intellectual session for sharing views, experiences and literary pieces. A panel discussion
was organized at CLT 1,where Mr. Ketan Trivedi, the Editor of E-Chitralekha, Mr. Bhagyesh Jha, a
poet and retired IAS officer, RJ Naishadh, a well-known Radio Jockey and Prof. Pradeep Mallik, HoD
of the Department of Languages, Literature and Aesthetics (LLA) at School of Liberal Studies, shared
their views and answered questions from students and other participants. They talked about the
importance of Mother Tongue and regional languages in India, and how it adds to the cultural diversity
and identity of people. Many students and a few faculties had brought their write up or literary pieces
from famous writers, to recite and talk about. It was an invigorating session with intellectual stimulation
and literary flavours that were relished and cherished by panellists, faculties and students.
The event was on 27th February, 2020 from 4 p.m. to 6 p.m. and it was live on the Facebook pages of
Chitralekha and SLS and was witnessed by more than ten thousand viewers.

Dr. Ashish Sarkar performing

R J Naisad
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21-24 Jan. 2020: Pandit Deendayal Petroleum University faculty members, Dr. Vinay Vakhariya
(SOT) and Dr. Sandesh Mahajan (SLS) visited Indore (Madhya Pradesh) to fulfil their admission
campaigning duties under the aegis of ‘Study in Gujarat Program’. In the course of the four days, they
attended a major event held in the J.W. Marriot on the 21st of January 2020, followed by visits to
various educational institutions for collaboration and promotional activities.
DAY ONE: The team reached the event location and set up their stall at their assigned spots. Vinay
Vakhariya focused on the presentation and Dr. Sandesh Mahajan counselled the students who arrived
for the event and provided them with information and explanations for their queries. The presentation
consisted of a short promotional film elaborating the different academic prospects in PDPU.
The event, inaugurated by Jaydrath Singh Parmar, Hon’ble Minister of State for Agriculture,
Panchayat and Environment, had a turn-over of more than 180 stakeholders from different schools in
Indore. The event also witnessed students eagerly participating in the sessions, and putting across
several doubts and enquiries about education in Gujarat. The day concluded with a vote of thanks
presented by the officials of the Gujarat Govt.
DAY TWO: The team visited National Public School and Shree K.B. Patel Gujrati Girls’ Higher
Secondary School, met their respective heads and thoroughly informed them about the Study in
Gujarat Program, including the salient features of PDPU.
DAY THREE: The team continued to visit various other schools in Indore-Satya Sai Vidya Vihar,
Shree Gujarati Samaj English Medium School and Daly College where they held beneficial
discussions about the program and explained how students could greatly avail by enrolling in PDPU.
The team then paid a visit to the Medicaps University where Dr. Vinay Vakhariya presented an expert
lecture on the application of machine learning in design and manufacturing for the students in the
department of mechanical engineering.
They also met and discussed about SIG with academicians of different renowned institutions like
Indian Institute of Technology(Indore), Educational and Multimedia Research Centre, School of
Journalism and Mass Communication ( DAVV), SDPS Women College Indore to name a few.
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24 - 28 Jan. 2020: Mr. Manish Shewaramani (SOT) and Dr. Anurag Srivastava (SLS) arrived at
Lucknow and planned the local activity in Coaching institutes and Lucknow University for 24th January
2020, as a part of their SIG duties.
They visited coaching centres like Global IIT Academy, and the Lucknow University. They invited
these centres to visit the SIG programme.

On the next day, they visited schools such as St. Mary’s Convent, Kendriya Vidhyalaya, St. Anthony
Public School, Lucknow Public School and Stella Maris School, for an interactive session with the
students.

On 26 January,2020 , the team went to high court to invite Mr.Shakil Ahmed (Advocate, Bar Council,
Lucknow High court) and his colleagues to attend study in Gujarat event in Taj Palace, Lucknow.
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The next day, the team participated in Study in Gujarat Event at Taj palace Lucknow. During the
exhibition, Hon’able Revenue Minister Mr. Kaushik Patel visited the stall and appreciated the efforts of
the PDPU. During the presentation, PDPU was described as domain specific university. Around 40
students and 25 principals/faculties participated in the SIG Event. Dr. Anurag Shrivastav from SLS
presented the PDPU video and Slides in presence of Sri G.T Pandya, IAS, Technical Education and
Principal secretary education of Uttar Pradesh.

Shri. Kaushik Patel, Hon’able Revenue Minister of
Gujarat Receiving PDPU memento and briefed about
PDPU courses

The team also provided a few suggestions based on their visit. They suggested that the schools and
coaching centres be incentivised with visits to the PDPU campus. Regular communication with
Doctor’s Association/Bar council/Degree colleges/NGOs should be there in form of meeting or events
to publicize the university to various experts. In the presentation, PDPU was described as core and
domain specific university, however we have diversified to other core and applied streams of
engineering, management and humanities and social sciences henceforth significant effort is required
to rebrand or rebuild our image for catering the larger populace of students belonging to different
streams. PDPU Interstate school competition Campaign can be launched for promotion and
admission purposes across India on a regular basis.
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29 Jan. 2020: PDPU was nominated as the lead partner at Hyderabad centre for the Study in Gujarat
(SIG) campaign, initiated by Government of Gujarat (GOG). The event took place at Park Hyatt Hotel,
Hyderabad and was presided by Hon’able Minister of State, Government of Gujarat Sri Ganpatsinh
Vasava.
Pre-Event:
PDPU formed a team for Hyderabad wherein Prof. Nigam Dave and Mr. Ankur Pandya were the
principal coordinator and advisors, Dr. Harmik Vaishnav was the faculty coordinator and Mr. Dushyant
Dave was the facilitator from administration. Mr. Ankur Pandya was the PDPU official overlooking the
event. Dr. Sriram, Dr. Reddy and Mr. Mukund Shukla were nominated for the ground work at
Hyderabad which included liaison with schools, colleges and other organizations for registrations and
participation in the inaugural and the educational fair.
Dr. Harmik Vaishnav and Mr. Dushyant Dave coordinated everything with GOG, KCG and FICCI who
were the sponsors. They represented PDPU at all the meetings called by officials at Gandhinagar and
coordinated with fourteen other participating universities at Hyderabad. Mr. Dushyant Dave and Ms.
Shashikala Tiwari continued campaign on social media and SMS to ensure maximum registrations
and participations.
Dr. Harmik Vaishnav and Mr. Dushyant Dave also arranged for the logistics for the participating
school students,with the help of Dr. Sriram and Dr. Reddy.
Field visits:
Dr. Sriram visited Hyderabad from 9th January, 2020 to 16th January, 2020 for liaison and campaign.
He visited junior and degree colleges like AMS, Silver Jubilee, all Narayan group at Hyderabad,
St. Anns, Secunderabad college, Vishwa Chaitanya college; Telangana College Association officials,
senior academicians of Osmania University, English and Foreign Language University [EFLU] and few
other schools and colleges. He also met and invited former director of NAAC and former ViceChancellor of Osmania University, and coordinated with local media.
Dr. Reddy visited Hyderabad from 9th January, 2020 to 13th January 2020 for liaison and campaign.
He visited Christian Association, Marwadi Samaj, Agarwal Samaj, Sikh Association. He also visited
various schools like St. Xipous, Narayana and Sri Chaitanya, Chirec international school, Obul Reddy
school, Chinmaya Vidyalaya, Oakridge international school, Jubilee hills public school, Sanskriti
school, Hyderabad public school, Bharatiya Vidya Bhavans, Orchid the international school, Meridian
school, Johnson Grammar School and few more for campaign and liaison.
Mr. Mukund Shukla visited Hyderabad from 15th January, 2020 to 18th January, 2020. He met and
invited a few media professionals from Indian Express, Times of India, The Hindu, Eenaadu etc.
Registrations & Participation:
More than 400 people registered for the SIG event at Hyderabad, and was the highest registration
number among all the centres under SIG campaign. More than 200 people including academicians,
students participated in event and visited the fair. As per the FICCI officials, this was the highest turn
out of people among all the centres under SIG campaign
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The Event:
Honourable Minister Sri Ganpatsinh Vasava, Dr.Rajul Gajjar, Principal of L D Engineering and Prof.
Rakeshkumar Vij, Director School of Petroleum Technology-PDPU graced the dais. Dr. Gajjar
welcomed the guests, Honourable Minister delivered the inaugural address, Prof. Vij presented on
PDPU the lead partner and Dr. Harmik Vaishnav proposed the vote of thanks.
There was a session wherein the Honourable Minister briefed the media, Dr. Gajjar talked about the
concept of SIG and Dr. Vaishnav shared the efforts of PDPU to make the campaign successful.
The inaugural was followed by the presentations from participating universities of Gujarat. A few
students from School of Liberal Studies, PDPU who were on educational tour to Hyderabad, attended
the event as volunteers.
The event saw special appreciation from the Honourable Minister for PDPU and the efforts of PDPU
for the highest registrations and turn out in the function. The GOG officials too praised the efforts of
PDPU in making the event a grand success.
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31 Jan. – 2 Feb. 2020: On 31st January, 1st& 2nd February, 2020 a capsule course on ‘Dynamics
Family Business and Sustainability' was organized by the Business Administration & Commerce
department of School of Liberal Studies (SLS) at PDPU. Mr. Riken Shah, Dr. Hitesh Shukla, and C.A.
Amal Dutt Dhru were the eminent speakers for this capsule course. Dr. Ashwin Dave, Head of
Department, Business Administration & Commerce, SLS; Dr. Ashish Joshi, Associate Professor,
Department of Business Administration & Commerce, SLS; Dr.Tejas Dave, Associate Professor,
Department of Business Administration & Commerce, SLS were also present through-out the event
and motivated students by their presence.

First day of capsule course was inaugurated with the opening remarks of Dr. Ashish Joshi. Dr. Ashvin
Dave felicitated the speaker Mr. Riken Shah with a memento and a bouquet. Mr. Riken Shah, is
working in the Industries Department, Government of Gujarat (GoG), for development of MSMEs. He
explained the dimensions of family business and explained the role of governance in sustaining the
family business. He explainedthat for family owned businesses, good governance makes all the
difference. Family business with effective governance practices is more likely to do strategic
andsuccession planning. On an average, they grow faster and last longer.

The next eminent speaker for the post lunch session was C.A. Amal Datt Dhru. Mr. Amal Dhru is the
proprietor at Amal Datt and Associates Chartered Accountants. Before the commencement of the
session, C.A. Amal Datt Dhru was felicitated by Dr. Ashvin He addressed all the financial aspects
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which were necessary for a family business tosustainfor a longer time. Dr. Hitesh Shukla was the next
expert for the second and third day. Dr. Shukla is a Professor at the Department of Business
Management, Saurashtra University, Rajkot, Gujarat. Dr. Ashvin Dave felicitated him with a memento
and a flower bouquet. Dr. Ashish Joshi and Dr. Ashvin Dave introduced the eminent speaker for the
day.

Dr.Hitesh Shukla commenced his session by exploring students’ ideology towards family business
and their perspective regarding the same. He talked about all the necessary financial aspects and
concepts. At the end of this three day capsule course, students were given the opportunity to have a
discussion along with the expert. All students were also awarded a certificate of participation by the
Department of Business Administration and Commerce, SLS, PDPU.
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7-9 Feb. 2020: A capsule course on Design Thinking and Future Thinking was organized on 7th, 8th
and 9th of February 2020, by the Department of Business Administration and Commerce, School of
Liberal Studies (SLS), PDPU. The eminent speaker Mr. Rohan Shah, Founder and CEO- Hedweeg
innovations; Dr. Ashvin Dave, Head of Department of Business Administration and Commerce, SLS;
Dr. Ashish Joshi, Associate Professor, Department of Business Administration and Commerce, SLS,
and Dr. Tejas Dave, Associate Professor, Department of Business Administration and Commerce,
SLS, graced this event with their presence.

The first day of the capsule course was inaugurated by the member of IIC-PDPU by welcoming the
guest with a bouquet. The speaker, Mr. Rohan Shah, introduced the concept of design thinking. He
illustrated the concept with many practical examples and also gave students an opportunity to explore
the concept practically, by various activities, using props provided by Department of Business
Administration and Commerce, and allowed students to answer the question ‘THE BIG WHY?'. He
also discussed the concept of Analytical Thinking V/S Creative Thinking. He gave students the
opportunity to explore the idea for design thinking process, inspiration behind, ideation and its
visualization.

On the second day of the capsule course, he discussed about future thinking in detail and designing
of future thinking. He gave students the opportunity to explore their ideologies in the various
situations. He presented certain corporate problems in front of students, and let them solve it by
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applying the methodology of future thinking. The second day ended by felicitating the expert with a
memento.
Mrs. Kruti Patel was the next expert for the third day of the capsule course. She is a tremendous,
energetic entrepreneur, and talked to the students about the application of design thinking principles.
In the beginning of session, the speaker was welcomed with a flower bouquet by a member of IICPDPU. She had ideation and brainstorming sessions, with practical application of those ideologies, by
various activities. She also explained in detail the potential way of prototyping and validating the
ideas.
The students enjoyed the sessions, and actively participated with the respective faculty. At the end of
capsule course expert was felicitated with a memento and students were awarded with certificate of
participation.
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11 Feb. 2020: Prof. D. T. Lakdawala Memorial Lecture by Dr Rajiv Kumar, on ‘MacroEconomic
Growth Prospects of Indian Economy’ was organized by Sardar Patel Institute of Economic and Social
Research (SPIESR) on 11th February, 2020. A group of 10 students and 3 faculties of Economics, Dr
Nausheen Nizami, Mr Manoj Sahoo and Mr.Gopal Maliwal, were invited to attend this event. The
lecture focused on the growth and prospects of different macroeconomic activities. The lecture was
open to the public and approximately 200 people were in attendance. During the lecture, attendees
shared opinions and also asked some questions related to the topic.

Dr. Rajiv Kumar and Dr. Alagh at the event

The lecture began at 2 pm, with an inaugural address byProf. Niti Mehta, Assistant Director, SPIESR.
She welcomed the chief guest and the audience and gave a brief on the life of Dr D. T. Lakdawala in
the memory of whom the lecture was organised. The Chief guest, Dr. Rajiv Kumar was felicitated by
Dr Niti Mehta and Prof. Y. K. Alagh who had joined them in the panel. Dr Mehta invited Dr. Rajiv
Kumar to address the audience.
Dr. Rajiv Kumar, Vice Chairman, NITI Aayog discussed the current scenario in sectors like
Agriculture, Education, Private, Financial sector, etc. He stated many facts and figures relating to
different sectors and emphasized on how the future economist should look like, the perspective and
measures that are to be taken to reach 2 trillion in the Indian economy. Prof. Y. K. Alagh, Professor
Emeritus, SPIESR was moderating the whole session. He was a former member of the Indian
Planning Commission and he also gave the concluding remarks on the topic.
Some of the main points covered by Dr. Kumar were as follows:
• NITI Aayog prepares plans as per three hypothetical scenarios- Usual, aspirational and downside.
• There is more disinvestment of public sector on the go.
• India is aiming to become the third largest economy by 2047.
• India is a host to 85% of the world’s poor, more than 50% female citizens are anaemic and 25%+
children are undernourished.
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• There are three factors when we decompose Growth- Labour, Capital and Technology.
• India is aiming for 8%+ of real growth in the next 20 years.
• One of the principle drivers of growth is agriculture which accounts for 40-50% of Indian workforce.
• India produces only 10% of its output capacity whereas the same numbers for US and China are
78% and 42% respectively.
• Agriculture also draws only less than 2% corporate investment.
• He talked about the negatives of heavy intervention in agriculture by government and said that the
APMC Act should be replaced by APCM Act as the current scenario propels a lot of corruption.
• Essential Commodities act and model land leasing and tenancy act have to be removed as they
have served their purpose.
• More emphasis has to be given to Zero Budget Natural Farming and bringing corporate investment
in agriculture.
• More focus on exports will drive real growth rather than focusing just on meeting domestic demand.
• India accounts for just 2.3% of world exports and has production capacity of $200Bn as compared to
China’s 12% and $1.3Tn.
• India will benefit from maintaining an open liberal economy and protectionism will hurt our economy.
• The declining share of exports in our GDP have to be ramped up.
• Logistics, infrastructure and skilled force are the backbones of the industry.
• The debt to GDP ratio in US and China are 250% and 149% respectively whereas the same for India
is just 59-64% which highlights less access to credit. The main reason for this is the under
development of corporate bond market
• Urban Local Bodies need to provide financially sound quasi-sovereign debt just like China which
provides sound financial stability. At the same time, fin-tech sector needs to be encouraged.
• The education sector needs to be revamped and pre-school learning has to be restructured.
• Governance is equally important and thus 112 aspirational backward districts have been raised with
funds and with governance.
• Credible data needs to be established.
• We are at a cusp of a major change and provincial governments can play a big part
• Gujarat can be a model for this change in provincial government.
• Ahmedabad is first in India to come up with non-sovereign guarantee bonds.
Towards the end, there was an interactive session where participants could ask questions to the guest
lecturer.The audience consisted of researchers, economists, students, journalists, etc. Prof. Alagh
remarked: ‘You cannot engineer institutions of eminence, you have to make all the stakeholders and
the whole system accountable.’
The event came to an end by a vote of thanks speech given by the professors of Sardar Patel Institute
of Economic and Social Research followed by tea and snacks.

Group Photo_AMA
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27 Feb. 2020: A one day seminar on training and placements titled ‘The Corporate Awaits You’ was
organized by the Department of Business Administration and Commerce, SLS, on Thursday, 27th
February, 2020. Honorable Mr. Umang Pandit and Mrs. Jayana Pandit were the eminent speakers for
the day. Dr. Ashwin Dave, Head of the Department of Business Administration & Commerce, SLS;
Dr. Ashish Joshi, Associate Professor, from Department of Business Administration & Commerce,
SLS and Dr. Tejas Dave, Associate Professor, from Department of Business Administration &
Commerce, SLS also remained present throughout the event.

The event was inaugurated with the welcoming speech by Dr. Ashvin Dave. Dr. Dave and Dr. Ashish
Joshi welcomed the guests with a bouquet. The speaker, Mr. Umang Panditis an expert in the field of
recruitment and training, and had an experience of more than 12 years. Mr. Umang Pandit is the
branch head at Adecco India Ltd., leading the team of 60 employees across Gujarat, and has also
successfully placed more than 1500 employees for middle and senior level management. He also
received the award of ‘Times Men of The Year’ for his excellence in Human Resource Management.
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Mrs. Jayana Pandit, is the director and founder of Canny Consultant, and is an expert in human
resource consulting, development and training for more than 12 years. She has worked with reputed
brands such as AXIS BANK, IBM, Zydus Pharmaceuticals, Bharti AXA Life Insurance, Balaji Group,
Torrent, Infostretch, Texspin, Quotone, Lodha builders, etc. She has trained more than 10,000
individuals throughout her career.

Mrs. Jayana Pandit began the session with a small interaction session between her and candidates.
Both the speakers were very skillful and energetic. They described in detail the current employment
scenario in India. They gave many tips and tools from their experience, for cracking interviews. They
also delivered the ‘success mantra’ i.e. the key to succeed in the corporate world, to candidates.
The candidates found the session to be very useful to them as they are about to step out in the
competitive world. In the end of the session, all the candidates were awarded with a certificate of
participation.
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5-7 Feb. 2020: The Training and Placement Cell, SLS, facilitated the training of four students: Griva
Raval (MA Economics), Parul Palod (MA Economics), Meha Patel (BA Economics) and Neel Shah
(BA Economics) for a training programme at MGLI, Ahmedabad from 5th to 7th February 2020.
The Mahatma Gandhi Labour Institute (MGLI), Ahmedabad organized a training programme on
‘Fundamentals of Labour Laws’ and invited participants from all over the country to gain valuable
knowledge of important laws concerning labour in India. In this respect, not only students, but
research scholars, HR managers of several companies, law students, professors of law and members
from labour unions attended the training programme as well. Four students from SLS, PDPU attended
the 3-day programme from 5th to 7th February as well. This document follows the experiences gained
by the four students at the programme. The entire programme was designed to cover the subject
matter of several Labour Acts governing the labour population of India since before Independence of
the country.
Day 1
The programme began with a Keynote speech from Dr.PurviPokhriyal who heads the law department
of Nirma University, Ahmedabad. She began her address with a general introduction on how and why
labour laws were formed and what they do to protect labour rights. Her main area of focus during her
session was how reforms in India reflect female labour issues. Her conclusion on the entire matter
suggested that women participation is very much necessary on panels and committees that make
labour laws for the general people as well as especially for women. This step can go a long way in
empowering the female labour population of this country. This will boost not only woman participation
in the economic growth of the country but also foster woman empowerment in society.
The next session was an address from the Chair of the Training Programme – Mr. Kaushal C. Raval.
Mr. Raval focused on the way labour laws in the country function and their implementation on the
ground level. Since India was formed on the basis of it being a welfare state, laws usually reflect the
betterment of the employed. He suggested that for laws to function effectively, every individual
involved in the process: employee, employer, court and the governing authorities must actively
participate. Later in the day, the various sessions on the different laws functioning in India were briefly
introduced.
Session 1: The Factories Act, 1948 by D.K Dave
Session 2: The Bombay Shops and Establishments Act, 1948 by Piyush Patel
Session 3: The Contract Labour (Regulation and Abolition) Act, 1970 by PradipSaxena
Session 4: The Payment of Wages Act, 1936 by Miss Anubhuti
Day 2
The primary focus of the programme on day 2 were some Acts and Labor laws in India as underlined:
Session 1: The Minimum Wages Act, 1948 by Geeta Lal
Session 2: The Payment of Bonus Act, 1965 by Ravi Vyas
Session 3: The Industrial Employment (Standing Orders) Act, 1946 by Piyush Patel
Session 4: The Industrial Disputes Act, 1947 by V. K. Shah
Session 5: Trade Unions Act, 1926 by Ravi Vyas
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Day 3
The expert sessions on Day 3 were also on Acts and Laws related to Labour in India as mentioned:
Session 1: Employee’s Compensation Act, 1923 by V.K. Shah
Session 2: The Employee’s Provident Funds and Miscellaneous Provisions Act, 1952 by Shantanu
Mohati
Session 3: The Maternity Benefit Act, 1961 by Arpit Sharma
Session 4: The Child Labour and Adolescent Labour (Prohibition and Regulation) Act, 1986 by P.K.
Saxena
The interaction with people from different fields who are a part of the worker chain gave us insights
into not only the essence behind the law but how effectively it has been implemented on the ground.
We were able to understand different perspectives from the point of view of labourers, labour unions,
employers, and the law as well. It was a great opportunity of learning for students who will be a part of
the future workforce.
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14 – 22 Feb 2020: The Training and Placement Cell, SLS, facilitated a short internship of SLS
students with the Forest Department, Government of Gujarat wherein the interns helped in organizing
CMS COP13 Event. 49 students were selected to be a part of this prestigious opportunity.
Learning outcomes:
The Conference of Parties (COP) on Conservation of Migratory Species (CMS) is organised in every
three years by the United Nations Environmental Program (UNEP). This was the 13th COP on
conservation of Migratory species with an overarching theme of ‘Ecological Connectivity’ at Mahatma
Mandir in Gandhinagar, Gujarat. It officially started on 15th February 2020 and ended on 22nd
February 2020. The conference began with important speeches by Environment Minister Prakash
Javdekar, Chief Minister of Gujarat Vijay Rupani and Prime Minister of India Narendra Modi.
1. Heli Shah
As an Environmental Studies student interning under the banner of Forest Department of Gujarat and
having been able to closely work with the CMS team was an opportunity of a lifetime. I have always
wanted to engage myself with United Nations and this platform proved to be a stepping stone towards
the direction.
In the seven-day internship period of CMS COP, we-volunteers were not only able to learn the
management and administration of a high level conference but also were able to participate in various
sessions of plenary and other side events conducted by various wildlife institutes and organisations. It
was an immense pleasure meeting eminent people like MK RanjitsinhJhala who wrote the Wildlife Act
of India, Sanjiv Tyagi director of the Forest Department of Gujarat, Kartikeya Sarabhai director of
Centre for Environment Education, Dr.Pramod from Salim Ali Centre of Ornithology, Dr.Taej Mundkur
from Wetlands International and many others.
The side events were conducted by many organisations and government forest departments. These
seminars and panel discussions discussed various issues on wetlands conservation, endangered
species and various local solutions undertaken by them for conservation of migratory species. Apart
from the side events, we also learnt the organization process which UN follows in conducting
conferences. Diplomacy is the key lesson that we learnt through observation. Some of us also
got an opportunity to work with the CMS Executive Secretary Amy Fraenkel which
was a very learning experience.
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2. Anisha Tibdewal
My group members and I were assigned duties at the registration desk wherein we gave identity cards
to all the volunteers, local staffs, observers, secretariats and party members who arrived at the venue.
There was a list of people created who had registered online for participating in the conference. We
just had to tick mark those who took their Ids and give them food vouchers and other goodies
earmarked for them. I also worked as a student coordinator for the PDPU group. The timings were
from 8:00am-6:00pm.
I worked with UN secretariat who had organized this conference in collaboration with the Forest
department, Government of Gujarat. We supported the organizers in all the key tasks requiring our
assistance. My learning experience was excellent because I was able to participate in such a huge
event and also was given the opportunity to contribute in it. It was the first time when India hosted this
meeting and luckily it happened this year at Gandhinagar.
The conference primary consisted several high-end meetings on thematic topics, side events and
exhibitions happening throughout the day. There were delegates from many countries and states who
came for this meeting for representation. In exhibitions, there were stalls displayed by NGOs, Forest
departments of different states like Gujarat, Rajasthan, Maharashtra, etc. Some international stalls
were also put displaying their functioning and areas of work.
3.Deepti Prakash
The registration process for the event began on 14th February and was conducted by 15 of my group
members for the entire event. There were separate counters for national and international visitors. My
internship responsibility was at the national registration centre. All visitors to the convention were
directed to the registration desk to receive an identification card. My job entailed verifying the
participant’s name in the online records, examining their credentials and other necessary details and
prepare their Identification Cards, along with other essentials, if required. On the spot registration was
also accepted for those who wanted to witness the proceedings.
I learnt that efficiency and speed were critical while working at registration. Each participant received a
guided help for the registration process. This opportunity gave me an opportunity to interact with
visitors from different walks of life. It was quite heartening to see that a number of visitors registered in
the convention and participated for such a noble cause of conservation of migratory species.
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25 Feb. 2020: A workshop on ‘How to write an Effective Statement of Purpose’ was conducted on
25th February 2020. It was organized by Training and Placement Cell of SLS. The training session
took place at B-101, Block-B, PDPU campus from 4:00pm to 5:30pm.
Dr.Preeti Nakhat was invited as the speaker for the session. Currently she is working as
an Assistant Professor of Psychology at United School of Liberal Arts, Karnavati University. She is
also working as Life Skill and Employability skill trainer at Knowledge Consortium of Gujarat.
Statement of Purpose (SOP) is an important element used at the time of admissions, be it in India or
abroad. A well-written SOP increases the credibility of the student’s application and gives a glimpse of
the applicant’s background and personality. Dr. Preeti talked about how to write an effective SOP
including the style, language, various formats that should be followed. Adding to it, ‘Do’s and Don’ts’
need to be taken special care. The common mistakes that an individual makes while writing the SOP
were also discussed. ‘Beating around the
bush’ and ‘Exaggerating - tooting their own horn’ hurts the eye of the reader.
It was an interactive session where 20 students actively participated. At the end of session students
were asked to talk about their future plans for maters in UK, Canada and Australia. Dr. Nakhat shared
her insights on each of these countries requirement. She further explained the difference between
Letter of Motivation and SOP.

(Dr. Nakhat with the participants of the session)
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(Dr Nakhat explaining the format of SOP during the session)

(Ms. Ashwini felicitating Dr. Priti Nakhat at the closing ceremony)
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25-27 Feb. 2020: The Training and Placement Cell, SLS facilitated the training of three SLS students:
Parwana Rahmani, Madinah Kabir and Sameah Kohistani, for a three-day training programme at
GIDR, Ahmedabad from 25th-27th February 2020.
The V.V. Giri National Labour Institute in collaboration with Gujarat Institute of Development
Research, Ahmedabad organized a training programme on Gender and Labour Issues held on
February 25-27, 2020 at the Gujarat Institute of Development Research (GIDR), Gujarat. The specific
objectives of the programme were:
1. to develop conceptual overview of gender & work and theoretical perspectives on gender and
labour research ;
2. to identify emerging issues in gender and labour research in social sciences;
3. to address the various inequalities prevalent in the work;
4. to sensitize the participants about various discriminatory practices prevalent in the world of work;
5. to create awareness about gender and development issues related to work; education, health,
developmental policies (social protection) and programmes, legislative measures etc.
One of the participant said, ‘Participation in the training programme was our pleasure because we got
an opportunity to discuss specific issues on behalf of PDPU. Also, we could represent the Afghan
women and could discuss on gender and labour issues in Afghanistan, challenges and specific
solutions’.
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Dr. Nizami was invited as a speaker for an expert session on ‘Policy and Strategy To Close Gender
Gap And Provide Decent Work Opportunities for Women’ on 25th February as part of a three-day
Training programme on Gender and Labour Issues from February 25-27, 2020. Students pursuing
their doctoral studies, members of trade unions, officials of the government and employees of private
organisations were participants of this programme. The training programme was organized by the
Gujarat Institute of Development Research (GIDR), Ahmedabad in collaboration with V.V. Giri
National Labour Institute (VVGNLI), Noida.
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Dr. Neeta Sinha participated in the 1st Asia Pacific School Psychology Association (APSPA)
conference on mental health and well-being among children, held at the National Institute of
Education, Colombo, Sri Lanka on 11-12th February 2020. She had the honour to chair a scientific
session and also conducted a workshop on life skills for the participants. Her paper titled ‘Care giving:
Is it easier for males or females’, was well appreciated.

Dr. Ritu Sharma was invited to Chair for the session on the theme – ‘Disability, Mental Health & Legal
Issues’ organized by Gujarat National Law University on the theme “Social Work, Law and Human
Rights” on February 1-2, 2020.
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Dr. Sitakanta Mishra was invited to participate in the U.S.-India Nuclear Security and Safety
Roundtable 2020 on February 7, 2020 at the Oberoi Hotel, New Delhi, organised by Observers
Research Foundation and the Center on Contemporary Conflict (CCC) at the U.S Naval Postgraduate
School (NPS) and with support from the U.S. Defense Threat Reduction Agency.
Dr. Mishra also participated in a two-day training programme on Intellectual Property Rights (IPR) at
the Rajiv Gandhi National Institute of Intellectual Property Management, Nagpur, during 24-25
February 2020.

Amrita Chakraborty was invited by the Department of Information and Public Relations (IPR),
Itanagar, Arunachal Pradesh to deliver a talk in the Public Relations Conclave on 7th –8th February
2020. Ms. Chakraborty delivered her lecture on the topic ‘Importance of Digital Media and its Future
Prospect’. The session was followed by question and answer from the audience.
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PDPU Students won Business Quiz Competition

First Prize Business Quiz LJ College
Mayank Dugar

First Prize Business Quiz, Shanti Business School,
Sanchit Vasudev SPT and Mayank Dugar SLS

SLS PDPU students at the Thirteenth Meeting of the Conference of the Parties to the Convention
on the Conservation of Migratory Species of Wild Animals (CMS COP13) together with the
associated meetings of the Standing Committee.
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