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Spring is the time of growth and change. The same is true for our campus, in the 

months of February and March. This publication’s first volume coming to a close 

and we’re turning 1! The newest academic building on campus is up and running, 

exams are here and we’re packed with activities and the  

planning of many more. 

 

We are proud to offer coverage of the Green Run, an environmentally motivated 

marathon held by PDPU, hot on the heels of events such as the Sabarmati mara-

thon, taking advantage of the mellowing weather as we bid winter goodbye. In 

other events, we’ve hosted the Consul General of Japan and the Premier of the 

Canadian province of Manitoba (and his delegation) and established bilateral 

agreements with them, all to increase the scope of our reach and enhance the op-

tions laid before our students. Among others, we’ve also hosted a business strate-

gy seminar and a photography workshop, a fine example of the diversity SLS 

practices as a part of course. 

 

We are also proud to report the pro-active nature of our campus regarding preven-

tive health-care. The issue includes coverage of an on-campus event creating 

awareness of possible health risks among young adults and measures to better the 

odds against the same.  

 

Speaking of events on campus, it would be impossible to ignore one of the im-

mense weight of exams. The mid-semester exams having come to a close, high-

light how fast time flies, and bringing ever nearer the departure of our prized first 

batch, as the move on to even better things and newer horizons.  

 

Preparations for Flare are in full swing, even as students dodge the shadow of the 

exams, for the importance of our institute’s festival hardly needs words to empha-

sise it.  

 

All in all, it’s been another jam-packed month here at SLS, and we’re proud to 

take you through the highlights of it. 



  

Premier of Manitoba Visits PDPUPremier of Manitoba Visits PDPUPremier of Manitoba Visits PDPU   
 

On the 6th of February, a Canadian delegation con-

sisting of Premier of Manitoba province Mr. Greg 

Selinger and esteemed industrialists and political bu-

reaucrats of Manitoba province were invited to PDPU 

campus. The purpose of the visit was to explore the 

possibilities of collaborative research and academic 

activities. They were warmly greeted by university 

students. SLS Dean, Mr. Nigam Dave delivered a wel-

come speech followed by a speech by Prof P. K. Banik, 

Director General PDPU who remarked upon the sig-

nificance of collaboration among two of the premier 

global institutions and how it can immensely benefit 

both of them in the long run. In his talk, Mr. Salinger 

covered aspects regarding the importance of educa-

tional exchange during current times. He mentioned 

that how impressed he was by the development of 

India as a global economy and was also taken aback 

by the magnificent infrastructure of PDPU with all its 

world class facilities and educational services. During 

his speech, he highlighted that how Manitoba is a 

booming region and the right place to invest in and 

also compared it as the “Gujarat of Canada”. He fur-

ther commented on how the region has a flourishing 

industrial infrastructure. This was later followed by a 

speech from Shri D. J. Pandian, Chairman, Standing 

Committee, Board of Governors, PDPU and Mr. Digvir 

Jayas, Vice-President (Research and International) 

and Distinguished Professor, Manitoba University, 

who gave furthermore reasons on why these two    

renowned universities should collaborate and hence 

would mutually benefit from it.  

 

Then was the time for the most anticipated moment 

of the event, the MOU signing between the two grand 

institutions, under the various clauses included in it. 

It included faculty and student exchange, and that 

five students shall be selected for the exchange in-

ternship to study at the prestigious Canadian institu-

tion. This motion got a huge applause from the enthu-

siastic audience. This MOU signing would mean that 

both the universities can gain and grow through bi-

lateral benefits and ties. At the end of this highly suc-

cessful union, everyone was very satisfied with the 

outcomes and this deal was commemorated by the 

planting of a tree by the Manitoban premier. This 

Memorandum signing meant a huge leap forward in 

the right direction for PDPU. 
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Hrim Shah, SLS 12 



  

GO GREEN OR DIE YOUNG GO GREEN OR DIE YOUNG GO GREEN OR DIE YOUNG –––      
Green Run 2013Green Run 2013Green Run 2013   

 

 

The ‘Green Run 2013’ as the title suggests, was a 

marathon, divided into 2 categories, i) The Green Run 

and ii) walkathonwas organised on February 9, 2013, 

Saturday. The purpose of this event was to make peo-

ple aware about environment. Environment is a pre-

cious gift of god. Our only duty is to protect and take 

care of the environment. Yet we fail to do so. This was 

one of the initiatives taken by the three clubs Of 

PDPU: YI (Young India), IYCN (Indian Youth for Cli-

mate Network) and SPE Student Chapter PDPU. The 

marathon started at 8:00 am early in the morning. 

The crowd was a beautiful blend of around eight hun-

dred enthusiastic people from all age groups believ-

ing none is old when it comes to save the planet.  

While the professionals prepared themselves for the 

win, the beginners buzzed with excitement of their 

first marathon race. The participants wore t-shirt 

with slogan “GO GREEN OR DIE YOUNG” which were 

distributed in the begging of the event.  A 8.02 k.m. 

marathon was organized starting from Gh-0 to Infoci-

ty Club Resort. 

 Walkathon saw a participation of more than 

150 people who walked for 5 km. They started at gh-

0 and returned to Infocity resort after crossing the 

checkpoint at Gh-3. A pool of students from various 

institutions like PDPU, GNLU, NIFT, and Gujarat Uni-

versity participated enthusiastically. Prizes were giv-

en to the winners and runners up. All the volunteers 

and participants enthusiastically participated. It was 

a good way to spread environmental awareness and a 

fresh break from people’s daily boring routine. 

The event also witnessed the presence and best wish-

es of chief guess Shri D.J.Pandian  and Prof P. K. Banik  

who came to dais for sharing their experiences re-

garding  Green Run 2013 and distributed prizes to 

the winners.  
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Rhea Bhandari, SLS 11 

(with the help of Green Run Team) 



 

Lecture by Consul General of JapanLecture by Consul General of JapanLecture by Consul General of Japan      
 

The School of Liberal Studies, along with AIESEC hosted 

the Consul General of Japan in Mumbai, Mr. Kiyoshi 

Asako, for a lecture on the theme ‘Japan and India – 

Strategic Global Partners’. The lecture was organised on 

February 12, 2013, Tuesday.  

 The Consul General discussed how relations be-

tween Japan and India began in 1952. Relying on this 

partnership, India received an aid of one billion U.S. 

dollars in 1991 from Japan. As of 2011, 812 companies 

from Japan have 

invested in In-

dia. Hundreds of 

Japanese compa-

nies participated 

in Vibrant Guja-

rat 2013 and 17 

MOUs were signed. The total trade between these two 

countries amounts to 15.84 billion US dollars. 

 Mr. Asako explained the reasons for the Japa-

nese interest in India. A common value system and the 

Indian hospitality towards the Japanese are a few rea-

sons that bind Japan and India on philosophical and 

moral grounds. The more tactical reasons are shared 

sea lanes to the Middle East for oil imports and invest-

ment in public Indian infrastructure such as the Delhi 

Mumbai Industrial Corridor. He also revealed France 

and China as Japan’s competitors when it came to en-

deavors for 

modernizing 

Indian Rail-

ways. 

 With an 

aim to 

strengthen Indo

-Japanese rela-

tions, the Consul General emphasized the need of pro-

moting exchange between the two countries and cited 

the example of the finer diffusion between China and 

Japan.   

  

 

Towards the end, Mr. Palak Sheth from the Office of In-

ternational Relations underlined the deficit of academic 

collaborations over economic aggression by Japan in 

India. Japan could become a desirable destination for 

higher education owing to the reduction of expenses 

and time, unlike the United States and Canada, where 

travelling itself is a strenuous process. The relationship 

between the two countries should be all pervasive and 

not linear. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

Guest Lecture on Business Strategy 

 

A lecture was conducted on ‘Design and its Relevance 

in Business Strategy’ by Ms. Sally Brazier on Friday, 

February 1, 2013. The lecture was about design, 

strategy, management and the application of de-

sign in strategic management. Discussions were 

made on the aspect of strategic design wherein the 

8P’s of design: Personality, Plan, Product, Promotion, 

Place, Perception, Price and Profit were explained in 

depth along with various examples. Mrs. Brazier also 

gave an insight on the concepts of design leadership, 

design management and the influence of the design of 

products in Foreign Market. For students this outlook 

was very necessary because to live in the era of glob-

alization it is significant to have an understanding on 

how things are being marketed and designed in other 

countries. Though the basic concepts remain the 

same, getting an overall perspective with indigenous 

examples broadens students’ perspective. This lec-

ture enlightened students’ understanding about Stra-

tegic Design Management and its relevance in Busi-

ness Strategy.    
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Riya Javia, SLS 12 

Rishigandha Mistri, SLS10 



 
 

SLS Psychology students visit to the SLS Psychology students visit to the SLS Psychology students visit to the    

Government Mental Hospital Ahmedabad Government Mental Hospital Ahmedabad Government Mental Hospital Ahmedabad    
 

67 students of SLS visited the Mental Hospital on 

the 18th of February for a deeper insight of the men-

tal abnormalities in the Indian Society. Being in the 

majority side of the curve it becomes hard to under-

stand the condition of the minority which suffers 

from deformities. But such a visit made us more in-

sightful for the same. Students were briefed on the 

entire chain of treatments that starts from history 

taking till release of stable patients by Clinical Psy-

chologist of Hospital of Mental Health, Ahmedabad. 

According to the degree and extent of the disease 

patients are categorised and put into respective 

wards; namely acute male, acute female, recovering 

patients, Chronic male, chronic female etc. The visit 

grew interesting as we visited various sections and 

interacted with patients suffering through psychotic 

and neurotic disorders. These disorders included 

Schizophrenia, Mood disorders, Mental illness, 

Mental retardation. The hospital encourages occupa-

tional instincts of the patients and gives them the 

opportunity to work depending on their stability lev-

el. Remuneration is used to motivate them for the 

job they did which in turn boosts up their                    

confidence and prepares them to face the actual 

work scenario.  Patients who have been with the 

hospital for a long time period and have recovered 

enough to work with machines make items like car-

pets, boxes, candles, etc. Patients are also allowed 

to go home or have their families visit them which 

gives them a sense of security and love. The hospi-

tal being government funded, patients even belong-

ing to poor families can be admitted without the 

family having to worry about the expense that 

would go in the treatment or the care of the person. 

The hospital also includes a wing for children. Chil-

dren here suffer though Mental Illness, Mental Re-

tardation, Borderline Personality disorder and Au-

tism. This wing is like a day care centre where chil-

dren are picked up from their homes and in the hos-

pital are involved in activities which help the cope 

with and perform day to day activities. The psy-

chologists not only treat the children but also coun-

sel the parents on how to handle the child and how 

to maintain a certain environment which would help 

the child to recover from the illness or learn to man-

age it. The mental hospital visit was useful in help-

ing students understand the practical and applied 

role of psychology in health and society. Further the 

exposure was fruitful as it certainly has contributed 

to experiential learning and understanding of stu-

dent of Psychology who are keen in pursuing clini-

cal Psychology as a profession and also its role and 

contribution to society as a professional.  
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Pavneet Kaur, SLS  10  
Kajal Dungerwal, SLS 09   



Pavneet Kaur, SLS  10  
Kajal Dungerwal, SLS 09   

 
  

LectureLectureLecture---Demonstration by Pt. Bholanath Demonstration by Pt. Bholanath Demonstration by Pt. Bholanath 

MishraMishraMishra   
 

 

Pandit Bholanath Mishra performed lecture-

demonstration for a group of interested students of 

PDPU and gave a mesmerizing performance.  He also 

explained the different ragas and how they are used in 

movie songs as well.  The session was entertaining and 

educational.  

  Pt. Bholanath Mishra hails from the famous 

Benaras Gharana. He has carved a niche for himself in 

the world of classical music. Born into a musician's 

family in Azamgarh district (UP)and traces his musical 

lineage to the 'Parampara' of Sangeetacharya Pandit 

Sukhdeo Maharaj of the Benaras Gharana. 

 Pandit Bholanath Mishra has rendered many 

compositions spanning various moods and themes, 

right from the romantic to the religious. He also forms a 

part of 'Aalaap', a music album series that features the 

best Indian Classical vocalists in various moods. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

 

 

 

SLS Hosted Representative of University of SLS Hosted Representative of University of SLS Hosted Representative of University of 

British Columbia British Columbia British Columbia    
 

 

School of Liberal Studies hosted Mr Sven Clarke from 

University of British Columbia, Canada.  Mr. Clarke is a 

senior student advisor based out of UBC's regional of-

fice in Hong Kong. He gave a  

presentation about graduate study opportunities at 

UBC, in particular   

for students pursuing graduation in Economics. He 

mainly highlighted the Applied Economics program, 

Masters in Food & Resource Economics program; he 

also spoke about other graduate study opportunities at 

UBC.  

 

Students of pursuing their graduation opting for eco-

nomic as their major or minor subject attended and 

benefited from the session. Students also got clarity re-

garding various courses at UBC, course content and cri-

teria for post graduate admission at University of Brit-

ish Columbia.  
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Phalgun Kumar 

SLS Mirror Team 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  Photography workshop 

 

Photography is a powerful and unique medium of ex-

pression and communication that offers a variety of 

perception, interpretation and execution.  Mr. Ketan 

Modi - course coordinator at Navgujarat Multicourse 

Training Institute, Photography Department, Ahmed-

abad, was invited to conduct a workshop on 16th and 

17th of February, 2013 for the first year students of 

SLS as a part of the audit course.  

 On the 1st day, students were                              

explained about the principle of photography,            

understanding of lights, working of digital SLR cam-

era,  aperture, shutter speed, ISO, white balance, ex-

posure, composition and technical and aesthetic as-

pects of photography through theory and practical 

sessions. At the end of the session Mr. Modi conclud-

ed with a beautiful line - “People often don’t or can’t 

see beauty in the world until someone shows it to 

them.” We must aspire to seek that beauty.  On the 

2nd day students were taken to Indroda Park to get 

the real experience of photography followed by a re-

viewing session where the students got to know 

about the areas where they excel and where there is 

a scope of improvement. Students were also taught 

how to edit the photographs in Adobe Photoshop CS-

5.  So, wipe-off the predetermined notion about 

things and have a look around you - even without 

moving away from the computer. Can you see some-

thing in a new light, a new dimension, a new way? If 

not, then start seeing normal things with a different 

perspective. Just have a look again… OBSERVE! 

  

Young Indians: Healthy Hearts, Mighty Young Indians: Healthy Hearts, Mighty Young Indians: Healthy Hearts, Mighty 
MindsMindsMinds   

 

CII Young Indians net, PDPU organized an event that 

aimed at combating the increasing incidents related 

to Physical and mental health among the Indian youth 

by spreading awareness about them. The event wit-

nessed active involvement of SLS students in terms of 

organizing.  Very few events take place that focus up-

on the health of the youth as it is often ignored and 

blindsided. Two eminent  medico personalities, Dr 

Viral Shah, a pulmonologist practicing at Apollo hos-

pital and Dr Richa Agarval, provided their services of 

medical checkup and advising on the ways to keep 

themselves hale and hearty despite of the increasing-

ly hectic schedules. Dr Shah then gave an enlighten-

ing and awakening speech about the status quo of the 

cardio logical problems among the Indian men and 

then he went on to explain -about the inner anatomy 

of the human heart and how it is affected by our diet 

routine along with the exercising habits of the indi-

vidual. Dr. Richa talked about the significance of a 

health and balanced diet for college students, espe-

cially hostelites. She  explained about the ideal food 

habits of an adult and stressed upon the importance 

of daily physical workout, either in the form of sports 

or yoga to keep any kind of ailment at bay. This event 

was wrapped up by  “Health Quiz” through which we 

could spread awareness about the healthy lifestyle. 

The audience at the end seemed to be thoroughly in-

formed and inspired to make some changes in their 

habits, so their lives can be long-lasting and more ful-

filling. 
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Jasmine J. Pereira,  SLS-12 Hrim Shah, SLS 12 



 

 

 

 

 

Guest Lecture of  RJ Manan from 94.3 

MY FM 

 

    On February 4, 2013, the first year students of 

the School of Liberal Studies got an opportunity to meet 

the Radio professionals from 94.3 MY FM. RJ Manan, the 

Prime-time Radio Jockey and Ms. Suchitra Mall, Sr. Ex-

ecutive-Sales honored the students by giving a lecture 

to make them explore the domain of Radio: “The thea-

tre of mind” and rise above the platform of layman 

thinking.  

 This was an unconventional session as on both 

the sides of the table were ‘Young’ hearts of the same 

age group. It was a very transparent session where the-

se professionals enlightened the students about various 

Radio production terminologies such as: links, jingles, 

jock- talk, FCTs and Non-FCT, spots, sparklers and 

much more. They briefed the students about the spec-

trum of staff that amalgamates to form the Radio pro-

duction team. RJ MANAN gave live demonstration about 

how a jock smartly delivers a message into the ears of 

listeners in a span of 45 seconds, how they fabricate 

information, fun and essence in their talk. Miss Suchitra 

Mall explained the selling of radio and its other tech-

nical aspects. 

 Radio is a mixed package of Information, Enter-

tainment and Commercials. It is an avenue of mass 

communication where each second is crucial. The im-

portant facet in Radio is not time-management but 

something way ahead and more precise - The Second 

Management. They sell radio second by second. It is a 

medium of reaching out to a Chaiwala, as well as a busi-

nessman in a Mercedes. It is a medium that reaches out 

to millions of people. Radio is a sphere that encom-

passes simplicity with creativity. In the arena of Radio, 

WORDS become mightier than anything else.  

The session ended on a quite friendly note as the SLS12 

students handed a hand-made thank -you card to the 

professionals showcasing their gratitude towards them 

for an awe-inspiring experience. 

 

 

 

Contemporary Dance workshop 

 

 

School of Liberal Studies has organized a contemporary 

dance workshop for first year students as a part of the 

Audit Course 2012-13. The workshop was spread 

across sixteen sessions held during the months of Janu-

ary and February 2013. An expert resources person  

Mr. Hardik Joshi from Jazz 101 Dance And Fitness Insti-

tute to conduct the workshop. Mr. Joshi, is an experi-

enced trainer in Dance & Fitness since many years. The  

objective of the workshop was to provide exposure to 

the technicalities of western dance form such as Jazz 

and other contemporary dance forms.  Jazz dancing is a 

form of dance that showcases a dancer's individual 

style and originality. This type of dancing is energetic 

consisting of unique moves, fancy footwork, big leaps 

and quick turns. Contemporary dance is the exploration 

of the total movements. It uses free flowing movement 

and energy, with balances, leaps in the air, turns in 

place, movement on the floor, and across the floor. Dur-

ing this workshop students have learned how to how to 

focus on breathing, posture, and emotional state to es-

tablish a mind-body connection. The workshop has pro-

vided platform to students to enhance their personality 

through performing art. 
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Khushali Purohit 

Shivani Shah SLS12 



Jasmine J. Pereira,  SLS-12 
 
 
 

 Rajaram Surianarayanan 
 
 Has been selected as  the Congress Committee Vice President (External Relations) for the BRIC Confer-

ence 2013 hosted by AIESEC India between March 20 to 23, 2013 at Delhi. The motive for this Conference 

is to bring more focus to these emerging economies and make more internship opportunities possible in 

these countries and also strike more partnerships. 

 

 Aneri Mehta  

 Performed artistic yoga and artistic rope malkhambh in sagar mahotsav at Sagar, Madhya Pradesh on 16th 

February 2013. She was invited by the government of Madhya Pradesh.  She shared the stage with re-

nowned playback singer  Sujata Trivedi  

 

 

 Jainisha Chavda 

 My essay called "How can India and Africa compete,collaborate and co-create the future on Environmen-

tal Issues?" was published in a prestigious  quarterly research  journal of Indian Foreign Policy called 

FPRC Journal (ISSN  2277 – 2464),2013 (1) , published by Foreign Policy Research Center ,New Delhi. 

  

 SLS 2010 batch students worked for the live project titled Teaching Assessment at CHARUSAT University’ 

with Dexter Consultancy limited. Students were assigned the task of data collection, data entry and edit-

ing, Video Content Analysis etc. Students submitted a report at the end of the Live Project providing their 

inputs and conclusions made while making the analysis. The name of the students of batch 2010 who 

were involved in the project are; Payal Shah, Kruti Nair , Parthvi Chokshi, Rishigandha Mistri , Prachi 

Ghoghari and Jignesh Ladhava   
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Jasmine J. Pereira,  SLS-12 
 
 
 
 

 Dr. Nigam Dave was invited as a panelist to the International Round Table on 'India-Pakistan Bilateral Re-

lations' organized by  ICRIER. He delivered a talk on 'Collective Culture' as a bridge to the Trade and Eco-

nomic relations between India and Pakistan. 

. 

 Ms. Neeta Khurana has been invited by Nirma University , Institute of Technology to be a member of the 

Advisory Board for the International Conference ‘NUiCONE 2013’ scheduled on 28-30 Nov,2013. The 

theme of the conference is related to various disciplines of Engineering & Technology, along-with Mathe-

matics and humanities.    

 

 Dr. Ritu Sharma has been selected as a senior member of International Economics Development Re-

search Center (IEDRC) on 4th February 2013. International Economics Development and Research 

Center is an independent, nonprofit research and development organization.  

 She Conducted training session on Understanding Group Behaviour in Organizations on 15th February 

2013 for Power sector executives from the state of Gujarat organized by the School of Petroleum Manage-

ment, Pandit Deendayal Petroleum University, Gandhinagar.   

SLS Reaches Out to Academia 
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Jasmine J. Pereira,  SLS-12 
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Smit Sanghvi, SLS11 

Neha Gurudutt, SLS11 

Slowly as the sun sets,  
I see the land changing into a fairytale, 

The stars glimmer in the dusky light 
 while the moon’s shadow looks frail! 

And the silhouettes of people  
sway as the night falls, 

While the day’s difficulties seem almost false! 
The cool breeze like a breath of fresh air, 

Mystified at the sheer beauty,  
I stand and stare! 

The soft murmur of the billowing trees, 
Wish the moment could just freeze! 

But there is a mysterious excitement in the air, 
Quickly absorbing all the pain, all the despair! 

The waves splashing on a rock far away, 
And I am compelled to stay! 

Now the sun vanishes behind the horizon, 
 And for a few moments darkness engulfs! 

But within moments, the moon bathes the place 
with its glowing sheen, 

 Making the water look like 
 liquid silver lapping along the edges! 

In the ethereal light,  
everything looks so magical 

Happiness Unravels 

Priyanshi Raicha, SLS11 

Tanisha Mehra, SLS11 

Sahil Desai, SLS12 Kruti Nair, SLS10 



Dr. Himani Baxi    

Durva Vyas | Gayatri Chauhan | Harpalsinh Vaghela  

Kruti Nair | Parthvi Chokshi | Shinjali Divanji | Yash Modi  

The Editorial Team 

 

PANDIT DEENDAYAL PETROLEUM UNIVERSITY 

SCHOOL OF LIBERAL STUDIES 
Off Koba—Gandhinagar Highway 

Raisan, Gandhinagar, 382007 
Gujarat, India 

Phone: +91 79 23275231 Fax: +91 79 23275030 
Visit us at: www.sls.pdpu.ac.in 

SLS Organizes National Seminar on ‘Interdisciplinary Approaches to Knowledge’ 4-5 April 

2013. Last date of submission of abstract : 15 March 2013. For further details please email to 

seminarsls@sls.pdpu.ac.in or contact at +91 7923275273 

 

Annual Techno Cultural Festival of PDPU - FLARE 2013 to be organized on 22nd, 23rd and 24th 

March, 2013. 

Upcoming Events 


