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 June 2013 has been a month of ends and with these ends 
we look forward to beautiful new beginnings. Optimistic minds 
at SLS have a new academic year beginning soon but this 
month they want to look back and see what they have achieved. 
And our dear readers, you are welcome to share their gloom 
and glory with them too! 
 The month- long internships have come to an end with 
students holding the certificates crediting their work. Students 
took their pick for working in the field of their choice where 
some went in journalism, a few with the government, some on 
field work, some in education, some went to enrich their spir-
itual side while others went in the corporate sector. And now 
they come together, as young prodigies to continue with their 
course at Liberal Studies. 
 Some students have come to their final years and are 
working on their dissertations and admissions, some have to 
choose their majors and minors. It has also been the month of 
admissions as we welcome a new batch to our family and enjoy 
the Induction week with them, getting to know them. 
 Last, but never the least, we have our first ever Interna-
tional Exposure programme students returning home with the 
culture of Canada imbibed into their hearts forever. 
As the itch to rhyme wouldn't leave us, we sign off with these 
lines: 

 
While old faces see themselves now in the senior position, 

A new hundred timid ones have come with a mission 
Internships end, and so does the vacation 

Let us all welcome a new beginning to education! 

 

-The Editorial Team 

SLS Mirror Welcomes Batch 2013 and Wishes Them                   
an Amazing Journey at PDPU 
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17 SLS Students attend First  International Exposure Program      
at Seneca College, Canada for 1 Month 

 School of Liberal Studies has always 
strived to provide varied experiences and expo-
sure to its students. Be it academia or practical 
life, SLS students have always been open to grab 
any opportunities that come in their way. 
 Last month, seventeen students of 1st, 2nd 
and 3rd year of SLS were sent to Seneca College-
Toronto, for 1 month summer school program in 
Liberal Arts. This was the first such international 
internship for SLS students. Therefore, the facul-
ties and the office of international relations did 
not leave a stone unturned in making the trip a 
source of great cultural and academic exposure. 
Students reached  Seneca’s largest campus in To-
ronto called Newnham Campus, on June 2nd. On 
first two days they were oriented with the vari-
ous departments of the college and met many 
resourceful people working on the campus. They 
were taken to guided campus tours and city tour 
of Toronto. 

 After the commencement of classes, the 
students attended 5-6 hours of lectures from 
Tuesday to Friday. They were taught subjects 
like Advance Mathematics, Critical Thinking, Col-
lege English,  Introduction to Sociology and Aca-
demic Research and Writing. Apart from this, 
they also had sessions with the library staff on 

Fridays, where they learnt how to use of data-
bases to find substantial data for their research 
and how to make use of citation techniques. 

 We were given assignments daily, after 
each session. The purpose was to evaluate how 
students have understood the concepts taught in 
the class. These assignments were designed to 
generate individual creativity and imagination 
from the students. They made them think and 
ponder over issues that they have observed in 
their lives, but never attempted to solve them 
 On Fridays , students took two additional 
classes by Seneca mentors and the learning cen-
ter@seneca and its placement office.  These ses-
sions focused on guiding and mentoring us for 
higher education and placement.  
 Every Monday students were taken to 
trips organised by Seneca college. Thus, we went 
to Niagara Falls, Niagara town,  Lake Ontario etc. 
We also explored the city on our own and visited 
CN tower, Royal Ontario Museum,  Lawrence 
Market, Distillery District, Scotiabank Theatre,  
Harbourfront, Hockey Hall of Fame,  King Ed-
ward Hotel etc.  
 We took the guided tour of Parliament of 

Canada in Ottawa and understood the political 
system of Canada. 
 An industrial visit was also organised to 
Toyota car manufacturing plant near Kitchener 
in Ontario, where we took a tour of the plant on a 
tram to understand the intricacies of business, 
quality check and quality assurance of a car man-
ufacturing plant, the and the challenges faced by 
business etc.  
 At the end of the program, they were dis-
tributed certificates of participation.  
 Overall, the international exposure pro-
gram for SLS students was a tremendous success. 
What students learnt in a month, could not have 
been learnt in years. They went to Toronto with 
dreams and fantasies of a distant land. But they 
returned with more fuelled and charged up aspi-
rations to once again go to Toronto, not as an ex-
posure trip, but to make their careers! 
 

-Jainisha Chavda 
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“Every new beginning comes from some oth-
er beginning’s end” 

 As the 
young warriors 
step out victorious 
from the Battle of 
Boards and leave 
their school 
grounds behind, a 

new ground is being readied for them to 
come and conquer. They call it ‘college’ we 
call it the School of Liberal Studies. At SLS, 
we’re all a family; from the first year fresh-
men to the super seniors that we recently 
bid adieu to and from the passionate office 
staff to the exuberant teaching faculties. 
 The admission core committee, guid-
ed and supported by the faculty members as 
well as our beloved Dean, Nigam Sir, has 
worked towards welcoming students for 

B.A/B.B.A (Hons.), as well as for B.Com 
(Hons.) which begins at SLS from this aca-
demic year. 
 From strategizing to marketing and 
implementing, there was no stone left un-
turned. With hundreds of mails being sent, 
jingles on the radio, an official Facebook 

page, hoardings and information seminars 
in and around the city, School of Liberal 
Studies was in full swing to create aware-
ness about this course. It was no surprise 
when the phones at the SLS office couldn’t 
stop ringing and students walked in with 
their parents for counseling sessions. A sat-
isfying number of 312 applications were 
received, not only from Gujarat but from 
other states as well. 
 The entrance exams were held on 
the 22nd and 23rd of June. On the first day, 
applicants came to write their exam which 
was preceded by 
registration. As the 
applicants picked 
their brains in the 
exam hall, the par-
ents who were 
seated in the Auditorium Foyer were taken 
for tours by proud student volunteers to 
showcase their world class university cam-
pus. Post the written test, the students and 
parents were invited to the auditorium 
where our respected Dean Dr. Nigam Dave 
welcomed the audience and explained the 
ideology, vision and curriculum at School of 
Liberal Studies. 

 Students from outside Ahmedabad 
and Gandhinagar stayed back for their Per-
sonal interviews, post lunch, while the local-
ites had their interviews on June 23. Five 
interview panels were set to interview the 
potential SLSites. In-house faculties as well 
as externals came in to carry this process 
forward. As the anxious applicants waited 
for their call along with their parents, the 
volunteers engaged them by showcasing 
documentaries made by students of SLS and 
by involving them in formal discussions. 

 The two-day event was well orga-
nized by everyone who participated to 
make it a success and was highly appreciat-
ed by not only the faculty members and 
panelists but also the parents who experi-
enced the culture at SLS for the very first 
time. At School Of Liberal studies, when we 
work with our minds as well as our hearts. 
A little birdie also tells us that our new fam-
ily members can hardly wait till their induc-
tion week! 

-Rumani Agnihotri 

Welcoming the New Brigade: SLS Admissions 2013 
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Gurukul Anubhav Scholarship at HH The Dalai Lama’s Monastery 
 ‘Gurukul Anubhav Scholarship’ is a month-long programme organised by SPIC MACAY and Foundation for Universal Responsibility of 
His Holiness - the Dalai Lama, to expose young students to the ancient treasures of the Buddhist Philosophy and the timeworn, but methodi-
cally preserved Tibetan culture, thriving in the highlands of Dharamsala, Himachal Pradesh. 30 students from all over India were selected in 
three rounds from applicants all over India. I was one of the two students selected from the West zone along with Ms. Shivani Raval, SLS'11. 

 After completing an internship with Duke TIP at Infosys, Mysore, we reached Dharamsala on June 
1. From June 1-4, we attended teachings by His Holiness the Dalai Lama and also had an opportunity of 
being a private audience with His Holiness and the 17th Gyalwang Karmapa, the head of the Karma Ka-
gyu lineage. We visited numerous Tibetan organizations including the Tibetan government-in-exile 
wherein we had an audience with the Sikyong (Prime Minister), Dr. Lobsang Sangay. We learnt the ba-
sics of Thangka painting- the 1000 years old, Indian-origin Buddhist art. The two regular courses that 
we studied here were 'Buddhist Philosophy' and 'Mind Science'. We also had a question-answer session 
at the nunnery, which gave solutions to daily life problems, from a Buddhist perspective. 
 This one month has been a time of sincere ruminations. The concepts of interdependent yet indi-

vidual beings, living 'with' nature, conceptual and sense minds, practicality of religion in the communication age, law of karma and the very 
existence of 'I' have been discussed, questioned and analyzed. Staying in a nunnery and getting a taste of life-in-exile, learning about their 
hardships and yet, witnessing their heartfelt smiles each time they see you, has been a completely slumber-awakening experience. The expe-
rience can be summed up in the statement by Geshe Lakhdor La, our Buddhist Philosophy teacher, where he says, 

'To Learn is to Change'. 
The experience has brought along some change and a lot of questions- meaningful questions and this is what I feel, 

'I met myself in a dark cave, 
And now, I wonder whom should I save!' 

-Kinjal Gandhi   

SLS Students on Summer Internship in May-June 2013 

Internship with The Times of India (TOI) 
 It was fulfilment of a dream I had nurtured for so long, when I got the opportunity to intern at The 
Times of India (TOI) – Editorial and Reporting department (Ahmedabad) this summer.  The month-long 
internship enabled me to experience the entire gamut of activities involved in the department and getting 
an insight of working in a trend setting organization. Reporting was the most challenging task as it in-
volved brainstorming to come up with stories, attending events, interacting with people ranging from the 
who’s who of the city to the common man. On other days I learnt about how the entire daily newspaper is 
made - the placing of stories, how spaces are allotted to articles, graphics and editing et al. Being able to sit 
in the editorial board meetings with senior reporters and editors, receiving criticism and appreciation and travelling across the city as an in-
terning reporter offered me a peek into the world of journalism and print media that I aspire to step into in future.      

-Preksha Jain 
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Radio Mirchi : The New Spice of My LIFE  

 I had always wished to get an internship with Radio Mirchi. And just like that my dream came true; I got 

selected and thus began my Radio voyage as a Radio girl for one month. I stepped in as an intern who had big 

dreams, innovative ideas and curiosity to learn and after a month of polishing, I stepped out as a person who has 

content, confidence and curiosity to learn even more . The small cubicle, the recording studio and the on-air stu-

dio collectively became my knowledge junction, teaching me programming skills. Working under experienced 

and talented Radio Jockeys, Programming Head, Copywriter and Creative Cluster Head gave my creativity a for-

ward push each day. The corporate environment, the pressure of meeting deadlines, going on-ground for sound 

bytes and understanding the technicalities of radio production at Radio Mirchi has added a feather to my crea-

tive cap. This internship gave a new flavor to my thought process and a new spice to my life.  

-Shivani Shah 

 Internship with The Hindu, Chennai 
 Journalism has been a deep-rooted interest and passion of ours since long. It stems 
from our love of all fields, socio-economic and political in nature, and an innate drive to con-
tribute to society in some way. A perceived flair for writing and the exposure to the vast ar-
ray of subjects that we have at the School of Liberal Studies gave us the push to try and in-
tern with a leading Indian News House. The Hindu is a publication that we, as individuals, 
have been following closely for quite a while now.  
 Our internship at the National Headquarters of The Hindu in Chennai has been a 
dream come true. Stretched across 3 weeks in June, we worked in the Reporting and Edito-
rial departments for 10 days each. Over the course of the internship, we learnt the tricks of 
the trade from the maverick journalists of The Hindu- news sourcing, content sorting and 
development, the different ball games of hard news and features, etc. Through our efforts, 
we contributed to the paper with 2 pieces of hard news and one feature, which also fetched 
us our first by-line. 
The Editorial Team does the highly demanding job of dishing out news in time day in and 
day out to its readers. Newspapers, which are a highly perishable commodity, are being kept alive by their efforts. We dabbled in making re-
search briefs, learning editing rules and techniques and working on various snippets. 
 It was an extremely enriching experience that has only strengthened our resolve to continue our correspondence with the world of 
news. The Hindu embodies the very quality that makes it India's most authentic newspapers. 

-Shreyes Shyamsunder & Shashank Sreedharan 

SLS Students on Summer Internship in May-June 2013 
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Internship Companies for SLS Students in Summer 2013 
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The sun shines on brilliantly, 

Its piercing radiation unencumbered, 
No clouds, its route unhindered, 

Army of ants bravely  
treading on melting asphalt, 

Parched pelicans yearning for shady patches, 
Crows pecking on sparrow  

eggs before it hatches, 
The judgment day has arrived, 

Worker bees can leave, 
even drones can fly away, 
the queen is their slave, 

She no longer commands, 
The searing heat, easing the firm clasp, 

Today, I became free at last. 

The Emancipation 

Hrim Shah, SLS12 

Kruti Nair, SLS10 

Jasmine Pereira, SLS12 

Saksham  Singh, SLS12 
Yash Modi, SLS10 
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Gayatri Chauhan  

Harpalsinh Vaghela  
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PANDIT DEENDAYAL PETROLEUM UNIVERSITY 

SCHOOL OF LIBERAL STUDIES 
Off Koba—Gandhinagar Highway 

Raisan, Gandhinagar, 382007  
Gujarat, India 

Phone: +91 79 23275231 Fax: +91 79 23275030  
Visit us at: www.sls.pdpu.ac.in 

 Induction Week for Batch 2013: 8th-12th July, 2013 

Upcoming Events at SLS 

Ms. Urmi Satyan 

Completed a refresher course on research methodology held at Academic Staff College, Gujarat 
University from 3rd June 2013 to 23rd June 2013. With all the submissions on time  and taking 
a written exam; she has secured Grade A. 

Jainisha Chavda, SLS11 

Poem "The Truth Cried..." published in Taj Mahal Review , an international journal devoted 
to literature and arts. (ISSN 0972-6004, volume 12, number 1). 

SLS Scaling Heights 


