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Editorial  

One of the quickest emerging causes for strife in the modern era is a diminishing sense of self-worth among individu-
als. Whether this is due to increased competition and faster pace of life, erosion of social bonds and safeguards, cul-
tural readjustment or simply a by-product of realigned priorities, our struggle to define our identity in terms relevant 
to the modern global Indian is a constant (more visible in some than others, but omnipresent). 
 
The sad fact of our recent past is that in struggling to recover from the economic impact of being a British dominion, 
and then not being one anymore, we had to lend greater priority to the industrial sector, and certain fields of study 
and specialisation like medicine and development of the lowest common denominator. We, as a people, responded 
by making these professions our targets and flocking to them in droves; for in an era of little private opportunity, the 
state giving a push to these areas meant secure employment – safety and stability to counter the uncertainty of those 
times.  
 
This is by no means a bad thing, then or now. It was the need of the hour - and has served us well, when one consid-
ers how far we have come in the 60-odd years since independence. Especially when compared to other countries at 
this point in their histories. 
However, perhaps it is time to consider the price we are paying for it – the prevalent social baseline that says that 
culture has no place as a vocation or profession, far less a haven for the young. 
 
To say one is a student of the liberal arts is to invite open inquiry into ones’ sanity, perspective and touch with reality. 
Or, to wonder if you weren’t good enough for anything else, the implication that almost anything else would have 
been preferable to the dredges you’re in. And this is by no means an isolated phenomenon. Toss a coin in any direc-
tion, anywhere in the country, and chances are, you’ll hit someone who responds exactly like that. It’s almost a bond-
ing topic among those of us that lean towards the arts out of choice – war stories of a sort, “What was the reaction 
you got when you said you were taking up liberal studies?” 
 
This is subversive in it’s harm – when an entire population, barring exceptions, so grossly undervalues an entire field 
of work, study and experience, is it not likely that the culture as a whole will in turn be heavily unbalanced? 
 
We are ready for a change, one that is coming, perhaps even here already - slowly creeping in whenever it senses a 
willing mind to take root in. Our appreciation for the non-commerce, non-applied science fields is increasing, day by 
day, one convert to the next. Balance is key, and our own university campus is a tribute to this fact – liberal arts run-
ning parallel to and prized alongside engineering, which brings us back to the opening theme of this editorial, self-
worth and recognition. So here’s to us, as proud liberal studies students at SLS and the footprint we’re enlarging eve-
ryday – celebrated annually in SLSence, our hurrah for ourselves. For let’s face it, self-satisfaction hand in hand with 
enthusiasm always gives the best atmosphere and the most productivity; as can be seen in what we’ve been up to 
this month, the coverage of which we invite you enjoy with us. 
 
Vivat SLS! 
 

 

Inside this Issue: 

 Plethora of Activities 

 SLS Scaling Heights 

 Faculty Achievements 

 Creati-Witty 

 Upcoming Events 

We regret to inform our readers of  a discrepancy in our report on the festivities of Independence Day, where we   
erroneously attributed the closing performance of the day to Yash Modi and Sarthak Malani. In fact, the performance was 
by Namit Ranhan and Sarang Deshpande of the School of Technology. 
We deeply regret our mistake, and humbly request the forgiveness of both the misrepresented performers and our readers 
and hope that you give us the benefit of the doubt and don't hold this honest mistake against us. 
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SLSence 2013 

Plethora of Activities 

Truth is the most potent lens known to man. It is that lens through which we measure whatever sense of right or 
wrong that we hold by. I have always believed that my love for fiction is because fiction teaches us a lot of truth. 
Truth is the strangest form of fiction in itself. 

Why am I saying this? Because I want to quote 
Gandalf the Grey, one of the protagonists of my 
favourite piece of fiction ‘Lord of the Rings’. Gan-
dalf used to say, “Some believe it is only Great 
Power than can hold evil in check. But that is not 
what I have found. I have found that it is the 
small everyday deeds of ordinary folk that keeps 
the darkness at bay. Small acts of kindness and 
love.” 
To draw an analogy; 60 years from now, it won’t 
be about the big moments of success or the 
times when you celebrated with joy and vi-
brancy. The journey of life is as rich as the num-
ber of small memories one has lived through on 
the way. The small memories that make us smile 
when we wake up each morning, give us hope 

when things don’t seem right and make us want to relive them. Ladies and Gentlemen, welcome to SLSence 2013. 
SLSence is the annual SLS fest to celebrate the Foundation Day of SLS and the spirit and essence of SLS together, as a 
family. We come together to celebrate the smallest of things in the largest of ways. We come together to remind our-
selves of something we believed in during our growing up days of school and reading Harry Potter; that there is 
Magic inside all of us. 
Since its inception in 2012, SLSence itself celebrated its 2nd anniversary this year. It took another step on its way to 
becoming a tradition. The strange thing about tradition is that its real value is moral, not empirical. Tradition is the 
wooden fence children draw in their pictures of a house with a garden and a path leading to the sea. It deepens the 
expanse of the mind while giving direction at all times. It fortifies the will and prepares us to test ourselves in condi-
tions unknown. Tradition is never stagnant. It is archetypical. SLSence 2013 was held over two days, 26th and 27th Sep-
tember. Two days of learning, fun, celebration and togetherness. Two days of SLSence. 
The events that constituted SLSence this time were divided into two categories, namely academic and cultural. Our 
strength lies in our ability to excel at academics and extra-curricular activities. However, some where perhaps, we lost 
track of the former. It reminded us that not all those who wander are lost. Competitions based on every major of-
fered by the School of Liberal Studies, testing acumen in analyzing business plans, employing the lens of economics to 
assess situations, resolving the crisis in Syria while role-playing diplomats at an international arena like the United 
Nations etc. were held. The content was well designed and the participation was a rich harvest. Wit was the true vic-
tor on the first day of SLSence 2013. 
Point of Parliamentary Inquiry? Will this be the right time to quote our Respected Dean? As Dr. Nigam Dave rightly 
said, “SLS has always been associated with innovation, with thinking out of the box.” Day 1, although having wit-
nessed events predominantly academic in nature, also saw a brilliant event by the name of Mosh Pit. A term recog-
nized by music lovers, the concept of this event was very ‘SLSy’ (pronunciation: es-el-es-ee; adj; of or pertaining to 
innovation and a departure from the ordinary). Making music without conventional instruments served as the perfect 
way to reinforce that music has no language. SLSence 2013, while bring the entire SLS family together, also infused 
the spirit of healthy competition. The 2 day fest was a competition between the four batches,  
with a ‘Best Batch Award’ at stake. No, we were not in it for the prize. We are just correlating it with Ritu madams’ 
‘Theories of Motivation’ and how Motivation is linked with the need or drive to win. 
Mosh Pit brought day 1 to a scintillating end, with not only a brilliant array of performances, but also because Nigam 
Sir joined the participants at the end for an incredible jamming session. Point to be noted Milord: Innovation is all-
pervasive in SLS. Trickle Down effect ;) 
Day 2 saw the Cultural Front of SLSence rise to the fore. Music, dance and art are not independent. They are our own 
Holy Trinity. When all of SLS comes together to sing, dance and paint, it forms for a very colourful day indeed. With 
events like ‘Sound of Music’, ‘...5678’, etc. Underway, combined with events like ‘A New State of Mind’, and a robust 
Antakshari conducted by Parth Mehta of SLS 09, who came down to experience another SLSence and relive old 
memories, SLSence 13 inched closer to an end nobody wanted to see. 

By Shashank Sreedharan 
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SLSence 2013 

Plethora of Activities 

However, the best is always reserved for the last. The closing ceremony was a giant stew of excitement, anticipation 
and welling emotion. No SLS event is complete without Yash and Sarthak giving us a melody they created. ‘SLS Ki 
Duniya’ was the SLS song. But this time, their performance was more real. A song is the best reflection of the musi-
cian’s inner self. Das Dasvidaniya, dedicated to SLS 2010, was a song with myriad hues. The composition was beauti-
ful. The lyrics were better. Dasvidaniya is a Russian word meaning, “Until we meet again.” The song title translates as, 
“Batch of ‘10, Until we meet again.” 
 
It reflected the realization that change is 
the only constant. The soul of the song, 
however, was the umpteen memories col-
lected over four years, reminding them-
selves of the times they have lived, 
laughed and loved. A performance in music 
is never about the act. It is about the emo-
tions the musician feels. Sarthak took a 
brief pause midway in the song, to let his 
emotion out, serving as a reminder to the 
entire ensemble that we ought to make 
the most of what we have. However, Yash 
addressed the audience after the perform-
ance, correctly saying that it does not do to 
dwell merely on the memories made. 
There is still time to make fresh ones. 
 
This performance, while it was most special to SLS ‘10, came as a prophesy to students of all the junior batches. 
Hands were held, fist bumps were given, and embraces were shared, to remind us that the moment when we stand 
at a similar juncture is not far away. Hope lives big in our hearts because in SLS, it is never farewell. It is Dasvidaniya.  
 
SLSence ‘13 was officially rounded up with announcing the winners of the competitions, thanking all the faculty and 
staff and the organizers for two brilliant days of SLSence. Back to reality. Order is always preceded by chaos. 
 
On behalf of the SLS family, I have but one message for SLS ‘10: 
 
You shall be missed, and y’all know that. 
This is no time for goodbyes. There is never 
a time for goodbyes. Goodbyes are a thing 
of myth and legend. In our world, thanks to 
Sarthak, Yash and all of our seniors from SLS 
‘ 
10, it is always until we meet again. 
 

“Still round the corner there may wait 
A new road or a secret gate, 
And though we pass them by today, 
Tomorrow we may come this way 
And take the hidden paths that run 
Towards the Moon or to the Sun.” 
  ~John Ronald Reul Tolkien 

 

SLSence, Dasvidaniya. 
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The Harvard Project for Asian and International Relations  

Plethora of Activities 

Founded in 1991, the Harvard Project for Asian and International Relations (HPAIR) is a 
non-profit organization under the Harvard University Faculty of Arts and Science. Since 
its inception, HPAIR has dedicated itself to delivering international conferences that 
bring together young and bright students and eminent personalities from the fields of 
academia, politics and business. HPAIR now organizes two international conferences 
annually - one in Harvard and the other in Asia. 
  
The goal behind the creation of HPAIR was to launch a forum for exchange of relevant 
ideas pertaining to the most important economic, political and social issues pertaining 
to the Asia-Pacific region. With a diverse history spanning over two decades, the HPAIR 
conferences have been entirely planned and executed by undergraduate students - an 
accomplishment in its own right. Over the course of their illustrious history, these con-
ferences have been graced with the presence of prominent individuals from diverse 
spheres, including Ban Ki-moon, the current Secretary General of the United Nations, 
Kim Dae-Jung, Nobel Prize recipient and former President of the Republic of Korea, Sel-
lappan Ramanathan, the former President of the Republic of Singapore, Zhang Ruimin, 
Chairman and CEO of Haier Group and Phillip D. Murphy, former President of Goldman 
Sachs Asia, among others. 
This year's Asia Conference, held in Dubai from 22nd to 26th August, witnessed 500 delegates in attendance, selected 
from over a staggering 40 countries. These delegates had to go through a highly competitive selection procedure con-
tained two rounds. The first round involved filling up a comprehensive application. Those who cleared the first round 
then had to appear for online voice interviews taken by the HPAIR Organizing Committee, out of which 500 proficient 
delegates were chosen. I, Shashank Sreedharan of SLS ‘12 and Shreyes Shyamsunder of SLS ‘11 along with Rajaram 
Surianarayanan, an alumni member of the School of Liberal Studies were among these 500 delegates chosen from all 
around the world. Organized in collaboration with the American University in Dubai, the University Partner and Mey-
dan Hotel and JW Marriot Marquis, the conference venue partners, this year’s theme for the Asia conference was 
Extending Horizons: Charting Asia's Flourishing Future. Seven intense discussion panels had been lined up for the par-
ticipants, over the course of the conference. These panels covered the spheres of Finance, Energy and the Environ-
ment, Security and Diplomacy, Media, International Development and Global Health, Entrepreneurship, and Business 
Leadership. Each panel was a unique simulation, designed to stimulate discussion and progressive deliberation on the 
carefully chosen agendas. The panels were delivered and moderated by experts in the concerned fields, charged with 
the responsibility to give proper direction to the discussions, in order to realize the conference dream, that of bring-
ing together the leaders of today and tomorrow in order to hold debate on topics critical to the success of Asia in the 
coming years. 

Discussions in HPAIR 13 re-
volved around the emerging 
players in Asia, their relations 
with the Western world, chief 
determinants of Foreign Policy 
such as Energy and Trade, Nu-
clear Proliferation, Cyber Secu-
rity etc. One of the key high-
lights of the conference was 
the quality of the panellists and 
experts who delivered the 
seminar sessions. They came 

from the world of diplomacy, governance, media and journalism and academia. Top researchers from institutions 
such as The Harvard Belfer Centre for Science and International Affairs spoke at length about their work and the 
changing dynamics of International Relations in the world today. The importance of research was stressed upon, 
something that we, as students of SLS and PDPU, could relate to.  
The networking opportunity provided by the conference was an added bonus, on account of the magnitude of the 

conference. Apart from networking with fellow delegates, students also spoke extensively with several of the panel-

lists, for gaining insight into a roadmap that one can follow in order to pursue a career in diplomacy and/or related 

fields and on the possibility of collaborating with their institutes/universities.  

By Shashank Sreedharan 



 6 

 

The Harvard Project for Asian and International Relations 2013 

Plethora of Activities 

One particularly delightful conversation that comes to my mind is one I had with Mr. Mobisher Rabbani, a diplomatic 

consultant with the United Nations and Editor of Quiet Diplomacy. I spoke to him about SLS, about the research semi-

nar we have in our university, the paper I co-authored with him and on maintaining correspondence with him post 

the conference. There were two main plenary sessions in the course of the conference, which were the Business Ple-

nary on Day 2 and the Academic Plenary on Day 5. The conference mainly comprised of 4 panel sessions for each 

panel. Apart from the panels, there was a Case Study session for each panel, the case studies having been designed 

by leading industrialists, CEO’s, educationists/professors par excellence and otherwise practicing veterans in their re-

spective fields. To round of the debate front of the conference, there were external seminars. Each delegate got to 

attend 3 panels over the course of the conference, preferences for which had been duly filled by us a week before the 

conference. Panels were on topics ranging from Cyber Security for the common man, Tourism, Media in times of con-

flict, the world of food and genetic engineering, the USA Bond Bubble etc.  

Furthermore, recognizing the blurring of lines between industry and academia and acknowledging the increasing per-

meation of the said interface in the lives of students, the conference Organizing Committee organized a mini Career 

Fest, with stalls put up by several of the sponsors, giving information about their recruitment policy, requirements, 

and products. This was supplemented by an inter-delegate networking session, in which the Harvard and American 

University of Dubai students also joined the students of PDPU, in sharing their experience of studying in their respec-

tive universities, tips for getting admitted into their ranks, etc. Any recounting of such an experience would be grossly 

incomplete without touching upon the ever-so-vital-in-today’s-world international exposure. The meeting of people 

from 40 nations, varying backgrounds and cultures, the cross-cultural experience, networking, sharing is an experi-

ence that can be done little justice by stringing together mere words, even by the most prolific of writers. It is an ex-

perience that has to be lived. The feeling of representing one’s nation amongst a host of people from other nations is 

a feeling unparalleled by any other. It does wonders to your resolve to study hard and work towards goals of qualify-

ing for the top educational institutes in the world and contributing to the pride of the alma-mater and possibly the 

nation, somewhere down the line. It is important to realize the importance of attending such conferences. However, 

it is equally important to realize the good fortune at having received such an opportunity at this stage of education. 

Last but not the least, the importance of knowledge, continuous and consistent learning and research was stressed 

upon time and time again. The avenues available to students in the 21st century are unprecedentedly vast. Asia un-

doubtedly has a flourishing future. The entire world has acknowledged that. It is up to today’s youth to ensure this 

vision is achieved. Education shall be our greatest tool.  

To the importance of experiences. And many more to come. 

Pandit  Deendayal Memorial Lecture 
 

On the 97th birth anniversary of Pandit Deendayal ji, the chief guest Prof. Ram 
Singh Nirjar (Former Vice Chancellor- Gautam Buddha University) delivered his lec-
ture on “The role of intellectual in integral development of the nation”.  
 
Prof. Nirjar delivered an enlightening lecture and had the audience immersed in his 
speech. Prof. Nirjar mentioned the role of a teacher and teaching as a profession 
and talked about our role towards society. Talking about intellectuals, a person who 
can be no one’s subordinate and no one’s boss can be called an intellectual. He then 
mentioned about being self-assertive and self-transcendental. The lecture ended  
with sir praising Gujarat by saying ‘’what is today in Gujarat will tomorrow be in rest 
of India’’ Sir kept the lecture alive by continuously mentioning about incidents from 
his life.   
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Clean and Clear at PDPU 

Plethora of Activities 

Pandit Deendayal Petroleum University gave to its students yet another opportunity 
to showcase their talents by hosting Ahmedabad Times 'Clean & Clear' Fresh Face 
contest auditions on the 3rd of September, 2013 at the PDPU campus. The auditions 
saw overwhelming participation from all the schools at PDPU. The auditions included 
students singing, dancing, acting, doing mimicry and displaying some very innovative 
talents. After the auditions six students from PDPU - Sarthak Malani, Vedika Vyas, 
Pranav Shekhavat, Riti Shah, Aayushi Shah and Vikrant Yadav were selected for the 
semi-finals. In the next round, Sarthak Malani, Vedika Vyas and Pranav Shekhavat, all 
belonging to the School of Liberal Studies, were selected for the finale.  

The finalists were given a groom-
ing and a make-over session spon-
sored by Clean & Clear Fresh Face 
and they received coverage in the 
Ahmedabad Times supplement of 
the Times of India newspaper. 
During the grooming session they 
got to learn how to walk on a 
ramp and how to present them-
selves during the finale. Besides 
the hard work, the participants 
also got an opportunity to enjoy some fun-filled sessions. They were all set to face the crowd at the finale evening on 
September 21, 2013 at the Gulmohar Park Mall. All the three participants from our university came through to the 
top ten of Ahmedabad. Vedika Vyas of SLS ‘13 bagged the 2nd runners up prize. The students had a wonderful time as 
they got to experience something different, extravagant and very unconventional.  

By Vedika Vyas 
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SLS Student Participates in an International Conference at Singapore 

Plethora of Activities 

 
It was moment of great delight when my research paper titled China and India: Exploring the Challenges for the Immi-
nent Leadership got accepted in March for presentation and publication at the 3rd Annual International Conference 
on Political Science, Sociology and International Relations 2013, to be held on 26 and 27th August at the Hotel Fort 
Canning, Singapore. The conference was organized by the Global Science and Technology Forum. 
 

With the support from my family, faculties and the Office 
of International Relations at PDPU, I embarked on my 
journey to Singapore on 24th august. Day 1 of the con-
ference began with the opening address from Hon. Dr. 
Stephen Martin (Former Speaker of  the Parliament of 
Australia), followed by a Keynote Address by Dr. Edward 
Wolfers (Professor of Politics at University of Wollongong 
and Editor in Chief of PSSIR). There were also presenta-
tions from 11 eminent scholars from all over the world. 
Day 2 saw the presentations from professors to an un-
dergraduate student (which was me). The papers pre-
sented at the conference were from different branches 
of Sociology, Political Science and International Rela-
tions. This was a great opportunity to interact and net-
work with researchers from different parts of the world 
like United States of America, England, Germany, Austra-
lia, United Arab Emirates, Hong Kong, India, Nigeria, Is-
rael, Philippines, Scotland and Turkey. Five scholars from 
India participated in this conference. 

 
My presentation on Day 2 was 
a 20 minutes power point 
presentation followed by ques-
tion answer session. Interest-
ingly, I encountered with lot of 
questions regarding India’s 
coalition politics and its quasi-
federal structure, situation of 
women in India, etc. The sup-
posed 10 minutes question 
answer session following my 
presentation exceeded the 
limit and became a platform 
for interesting debates. Di-
verse perspectives were put 
forward by the academics in 
explaining these issues. Thus, I 
received a nice deal of creative 
feedback and compliments 
from many professors. 
 
I feel highly rewarded to be a part of this university, which has afforded me every support in availing of this opportu-

nity, and I’m extremely proud to be a part of it! 

By Jainisha Chavda 

Opportunity to interact with the Hon. Dr. Stephen Martin, 
Former Speaker of the Australian Parliament  
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SLS Students Participated in the HLCC MUN 

Plethora of Activities 

HL College of Commerce recently organized a Model United Nations Conference in Ahmedabad. It was the first Col-
lege-level MUN in Gujarat. This conference was well tapped by SLS students as all the four batches participated in it. 
Three committees of the United Nations were simulated, namely the Security Council (SC) with the agenda as situa-
tion in Syria and Egypt, the General Assembly(GA) with the agenda of Nuclear Disarmament and the World Trade Or-
ganisation(WTO) with the agenda of Green Technology and IPR(Intellectual Property Rights). Twenty one students 
from SLS had participated in this conference being divided in all the committees representing India, U.S.A., Russia, 
Sweden, South Africa, Syria, Morocco, Thailand, Pakistan, Denmark, U.K and France. Apart from being enthusiastic 
delegates, two of the committees were chaired by our very own students, the GA was chaired by Shashank Sreedha-
ran and the WTO was chaired by SLS alumni Rajaram Suriyanarayanan. The conference was full of heated debates and 
aligned discussions and it enabled all the participants to think for their respective countries with a global perspective, 
no matter how worse the situation. 

With such intense discussions the delegates 
also had some light moments which eased the 
debate at different points. At the end of the 
conference the WTO and the GA passed resolu-
tions to their respective agenda. The most im-
portant and critical aspect was the fact that 
this conference proved to be a fruitful experi-
ence for many first time MUN’ers whose inter-
est in discussing world issues was only height-
ened. 
The aggregate performance of PDPU was com-
mendable as we won the best college trophy. 

In individual awards, Saksham Singh won the commendable delegate in the SC, Sandeep Singh won the best delegate 
in the GA, Hrim Shah won the commendable delegate in GA and Charvi Modi won the honourable Delegate in the GA. 
At the end of the conference we, the MUNers, have added considerably to our confidence, knowledge and personal 
skills, and also held the flag of PDPU high. 
 
Participants: 
SLS’10 – Shinjali Divanji, Madhura Deshmukh, Riva Patel, Kruti Nair, Vaishali Iyer, Aashima Agrawal 
SLS’11 – Chaarvi Modi, Rhea Bhandari, Niharika Agarwal, Mudra Gomkale, Deepak Jha, Parvathy Kumar 
SLS’12 – Shashank Sreedharan, Saksham Singh, Sandeep Gadihok, Hrim Shah, Ishita Dave, Nimit Desai, Jyotil Ladani, 
Vishrut Iyengar, Gurmeher Juneja 
 

By Nimit Desai 
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Super Singer competition 

Plethora of Activities 

 

By Urvi Shah 

'A singer has everything within him. The notes come out from his very life. They are not materials gathered from 
outside.' 

~Rabindranath Tagore 
 
 
As said by Shri Rabindranath Tagore, singing is an art 
which a person cannot create and cannot imitate as 
it is something that comes from within. As stewards 
of this great art, singers have always been carrying it 
to make their mark across the globe. So let’s zoom in 
to one such location - PDPU. 13th of September, 
2013 was a very crucial day for vocalists at PDPU. 
After seeing an active participation for TOI fresh face 
competition the students were graced by an oppor-
tunity to showcase their talent with vocal chords in 
the super singer contest organized by Radio City 91.1 
FM.  
 
The competition saw an active participation by many 
students where a few participated on the stage while 
others saw it as a way to show the passion and love 
for singing. From Lata Mangeshkar to Mohit Chau-
han, every maestro’s songs were sung and appreci-
ated. Students' confidence was tested when they 
were asked by the judge to sing not one but two 
songs which faltered many while the rest conquered 
the challenge. Towards the end of the event the sing-
ers and the audience hummed with the beats of 
'Tum hi ho' with the judge taking the lead. One of the 
students quoted, "I wish I was so good that they 
would choose me even before listening to people 
after me”. The judge said, "We are not really here to 
choose the best out of them.  
 
We are here to discover the hidden jewels amongst 
them”. The event taught students that singing is not 
just words given to a composition that sounds melo-
dious. It is an art, passion and a complete new world. 

ELS Education Fair 
  
Delegates and Representatives from 
Eight Universities had visited PDPU and 
had one on one interaction with the stu-
dents on 16th September. The event 
was an opportunity for the students 
those who want to apply in international 
universities for further studies. 
 
- OIR 
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Audit Courses 

Plethora of Activities 

Paper Mache Workshop  

 
The 14th and 15th of September  took creativity to a new level. The Paper 
Mache art workshop was conducted for the SLS ‘13 batch as a part of 
their Audit Course program. The training was imparted by Ms. Shefali 
Desai, an expert in this field.  Basically, the students had various messy 
pre-conceptions about the workshop as it required to make something 
out of waste paper. The art involved tearing of waste paper ( the daily 
newspaper) into strips and then making a paste of maida, salt, water and 
gum so as to use as adhesive. The paper strips were dipped in the paste 
and then they were mounted in layers as many as 10 to 15 on objects like 
balloons, stars, masks, etc. The objects were then left to dry. Once they 
dried out, we removed the actual objects which we used as support and 
then were painted beautifully to create masterpieces in various colours 
and designs. The Faculty, Ms. Shefali Desai appreciated and encouraged 
the ideas we came up with during the  two-day workshop. The workshop 
enabled us to create 'Best Out  of Waste', thus helping us expand our 
imagination and enabling us to discover the hidden artists inside us. 
 
 
 

 

Jewellery Making Workshop  

Jewellery has a fond demand,  especially during festive occasions 

but making them on their own and wearing them makes a differ-

ence. A two-day Jewellery making workshop was organized at SLS 

on 14th & 15th September. The workshop was attended by thirty 

five enthusiastic first year students of School of Liberal Studies.  

Ms. Rinkal Bagadia, founder of TransCraft Solutions with twelve 

years of experience in development of education sector taught the 

students jewellery making. On the first day, the students learnt to 

make tribal jewellery with the help of members of Mer community 

from Saurashtra region of Gujarat, who had come along with Ms. 

Rinkal Bagadia. The tribal jewellery like necklace and wristbands 

were made with the help of threads and coral pieces, making in a 

relaxed and creative environment, using of the tools, making per-

fect wired loops, various stringing and finishing techniques. Inter-

acting with the tribal community members of Saurashtra, students 

learnt more about their culture and knew how jewellery helps peo-

ple to earn a living. On the second day, the students made jewel-

lery like necklace, bracelet and earrings with the help of beads. This 

workshop enabled the students to show their creativity.  

- Team Audit Course 

By  Vedant Sharma 
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Photography Workshop 

Plethora of Activities 

 

Team Audit Course 

 
 
 
 
 
The term ‘Photography’ is derived from the Greek words 
photos- for "light" and -graphos for "drawing" which 
means that photography actually means Drawing with 
light. Photography is both an art and a science.  
 
School of Liberal Studies organized a Photography Work-
shop for first semester students under the Audit Course 
2013-14. The duration of the program was for two days i.e.  
28th and 29th of September. Total forty two students par-
ticipated in the workshop. Mr. Ketan Modi, from Navguja-
rat Multicourse Training Institute, Photography Depart-
ment conducted this workshop. 
 
On the first day, before initiating the workshop Mr. Modi 
had an interactive session with the students regarding the 
meaning of photography and what photography is all 
about. Then, he taught the students regarding understand-
ing lights, technical composition, aesthetic aspects of pho-
tography, working of digital SLR camera, aperture, shutter 
speed, ISO, WB, exposure etc. both theoretically as well as 
practically. 
 
On the second day, the students had been taken to In-
droda Park, Gandhinagar to gain the knowledge of field 
photography. Thereafter, a session was conducted wherein 
all the photographs clicked by the students were reviewed. 
The students were taught the post production of the pho-
tographs i.e. the editing of the photographs.  
 
Through this workshop, the students understood that Pho-
tography is a powerful and unique medium of expression 
and communication that offers a variety of perception, 
interpretation and execution. They were taught the art to 
observe and to see normal things with a different perspec-
tive.  
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Adventure Trip 

Plethora of Activities 

Our visit to Sembalpaani was my first adventurous college trip which I am sure I will never forget. This unforgettable 
trip, our second audit course for the year, was truly a new and amazing experience for me. 'Sembalpaani' is a place 
full of rocks and mountains and magnificent views of landscapes.  
 
Waking up at 3 a.m. on a Saturday morning to catch the bus for a five hour ride was quite hectic but fully worth it. 
Refreshed with the 'sharbat' as soon as we reached, we were given our tents to freshen up and get ready for the next 
session. We were given simple instructions and some knowledge about the equipments which helped us a lot later. 
We were also told about certain animals and insects to be careful about. We also had a snake session where, towards 
the end, we were allowed to touch the reptile or hold it in our hands under supervision. After this session and the 
tasty lunch prepared by the tribal people of the locality, we moved on to the most challenging part of the trip - the 
trek. We started our trekking at 4 pm which began with fun but later, as the altitude and slope increased, it got tricky 
for us. With the help of our teachers and volunteers we all made it to the top . The view was breathtaking!  
 
Our test was not over then as the descent remained. It was dark and raining while returning which made it quite 
scary. Accomplishing the entire trek and reaching our campsite was a relief and we relished our dinner with a differ-
ent peace of mind.  
 
The next day encompassed rope activities. After taking breakfast we went to explore caves in the area. Here we saw a 
two-thousand year old artwork. Later we were taken to a beautiful waterfall through the mountains. Our lunch was 
scheduled at a typical old mud hut with the tastiest varieties of local cuisines. 
 
Getting back to the tents and preparing to leave made us all sad as we had enjoyed so much in these two days with 
each other, with our teachers and with all the adventures. 
 

By Simran Bhatia 
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Student Achievements   

 Riva Patel and Durva Vyas attended the 13th International Conference on Emerging Trends, Chal-
lenges & Opportunities in Global Business, Management, Tourism & Information Technology organized 
by Research Development Association and Research Development Research Foundation, Jaipur in col-
laboration with Rajasthan Chamber of Commerce and Industry, Jaipur held on September 28 and 29, 
2013 in Goa and presented a paper titled ‘INDIA LOOKS WEST: Understanding the Strategic and Eco-
nomic Implications of India's Oil Imports from the Gulf Co-operation Council’. Their paper was 
awarded as one of the best papers and is going to be published. 
  
 Jainisha Chavda of SLS ‘10 presented her research paper titled “China and India : Exploring the Challenges for 
the Imminent Leadership” at the 3rd Annual International Conference on Political Science, Sociology and Interna-
tional Relations 2013, held on 26 and 27th August in Hotel Fort Canning- Singapore. The conference was organized 
by the Global Science and Technology Forum. The article was also published in the conference proceedings. 
 
 Hrim Shah of SLS '12 came in 2nd at the Role playing debate competition organized by Wordsmith  on 
13th September. The debate was regarding the ongoing Syrian war crisis and turmoil. Hrim played the role of SFA 
leader Salim Idris. 
 
 Eight students of PDPU participated in the Knowledge USA Quiz organized by the American Consulate at AMA 
on the 16th September. The quiz tested the in-depth knowledge of the participants on various subjects. 

  SLS Reaches Out to Academia 

 
 Earlier this month, Dr Rupakjyoti Borah was interviewed by an Australian media organisation (in Hindi) 
on the impact of 9/11 on international relations. Please find herewith the link to the interview (audio). 
http://www.sbs.com.au/yourlanguage/hindi/highlight/page/id/288643/t/9-11-A-day-that-changed-the-
world/in/english 
 

 Dr Santosh Kumar was on TV to discuss the policy regarding medical benefits of the Civil Servants of 
the country. The link is provided below. 
http://janoduniya.tv/front-page/governments-gift-to-administrative-officers/201323096 

 
 
 

 

 SLS Scaling Heights 

http://www.sbs.com.au/yourlanguage/hindi/highlight/page/id/288643/t/9-11-A-day-that-changed-the-world/in/english
http://www.sbs.com.au/yourlanguage/hindi/highlight/page/id/288643/t/9-11-A-day-that-changed-the-world/in/english
http://janoduniya.tv/front-page/governments-gift-to-administrative-officers/201323096
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SLS Mirror Recommends 

Websites: 
 

 Essay Typer : http://essaytyper.com/ : The best possible way to feel like you’re churning out pages and a great 
way of writing essays on relevant topics and subjects. A must try for all SLS students. 

 
 College Ruled : http://www.collegeruled.com/ :feeling overwhelmed by all the big assignments, projects or ex-

ams and cant juggle them all. Worry not this site will help you to multi task and organize you work week and 
take a load off your back. 

 
Blogs:  
 

 Study Hacks :http://calnewport.com/blog/about/: Study Hacks was started in 2007 by Cal Newport, an assistant 
professor at Georgetown University. The Study Hack Slogan, “Decoding Patterns of Success,” says a lot about 
Newport’s method in helping students to develop effect study habits. From directly answering student’s ques-
tions to advice on note taking and organization, Study Hacks will guide you through your college experience 
and help you get the grades you want. 
  

 MS Career Girl : http://www.mscareergirl.com/: This one is for the ladies in SLS. Ms. Career Girl Media, Inc., 
founded in 2008, is a blog with a mission of “helping women style their lives.” According to the site’s mission, 
Ms. Career Girl blog contributors strive to share inspiring content, “life hacks,” great visuals and their real ex-
periences. Written and inspired by women across the  features stories on topics ranging from career advice to 
style, study, fashion and music. 

 
Android Apps: 
 

 STUDYBLUE  is the app that’ll help you ace your next multiple-choice test. You can create digital flashcards and 
upload study materials to review on the computer or your Smartphone. This app can even filter out the flash-
cards you know by heart to ensure you learn the hard ones as well. Import your notes from Evernote (in the 
Productivity section) for a stronger study session. For iOS and Android. 

 
WUNDERLIST 
 Juggling multiple deadlines and learning how to manage your time is one of the biggest practical skills you can 

learn in college—no matter what your major, think of yourself as a project manager in training, because that’s 
essentially what you are. So you’ll need a killer to-do list, and Wunderlist is one of our favorites. It looks great, 
works across all platforms, and strikes a balance between its rich feature set and uncluttered, easily understood 
interface. Windows and Android App. 

http://essaytyper.com/
http://www.collegeruled.com/
http://calnewport.com/blog/about/
http://www.mscareergirl.com/
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Moh it  Sa dh u , SLS13  
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Dr. Chaitanya Vyas 

Durva Vyas | Gayatri Chauhan | Harpalsinh Vaghela |  

Hrim Shah | Jasmine J. Pereira | Saksham Singh |  

Shinjali Divanji | Shivani Shah | Yash Modi  

The Editorial Team 

 

PANDIT DEENDAYAL PETROLEUM UNIVERSITY 

SCHOOL OF LIBERAL STUDIES 
Off Koba—Gandhinagar Highway 

Raisan, Gandhinagar, 382007 
Gujarat, India 

Phone: +91 79 23275231 Fax: +91 79 23275030 
Visit us at: www.sls.pdpu.ac.in 

 

Upcoming Event 
 
3rd Convocation of PDPU on 19th October 2013 


