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EDITORIAL 

The month of February witnessed various events and competitions involving new learning, discoveries of 

one's abilities, sportsperson spirit as well as enjoyment. It was a month filled with fun and frolic. Highlight 

of this month were the two mega events PetroCup 2016- the annual sport fest of PDPU and PDPU LitFest.  

PetroCup 2016 saw record participation across different sports from various universities, making the event 

one to be remembered fondly. The Litfest of PDPU took place on the 5th, 6th and 7th of February. The fes-

tival aimed to break the existing misconceptions about literature and expand the understanding beyond 

the learnt paradigms of what literature is. Literature orientated events, competitions, and exhibitions were 

conducted revolving around the theme “Revolution for Peace”. 

Major achievement for PDPU in teams of Institutional Collaboration was to host the Delegation from 

Edith Cowan University, Australia as a part of Study in India Exposure Program. ECU students spent two 

weeks participating in a structured program well designed to encompass academic, cultural and social ac-

tivities. For the first time events like Film and Psychoanalysis Workshop by Dr. Apurva and Poster Mak-

ing Competition for all the students, staff and faculty members of School of Liberal Studies were also con-

ducted. 

Students of SLS received extra ordinary opportunity to interact with Prof. Nalini Kant Jha, Dean, Pondi-

cherry Central University. Apart from this, a Distinguished Lecture by Mr. Vikram Singh Mehta and a 

Women Cell Lecture by Dr. Neeta Thakre were also conducted at University level.  

To mark the constructive progress in internationalization, School of Liberal Studies hosted the visit of Pro-

fessor Tony Simoes da Silva, Head of School, Faculty of Arts, University of Tasmania. On the academic fron 

further, to facilitate the budding minds and support the growing enthusiasm of students into the field of 

research, a Workshop on Research Methodology was conducted for the students of SLS. 

Moving beyond the boundaries of dealing with the field of humanities and social sciences, active participa-

tion of SLS students in the Nuclear Energy Workshop was also witnessed. SLS students showcased their 

talent at the Rannotsav, Kucth, Garba competition. Not to forget the two other great opportunities; the 

PDPU Open Quiz and the Astrofest were also events to look out for. 

On the whole, the month of February experienced an encouraging environment, new opportunities, learn-

ing and active participation from all students across the university. 
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STUDY IN INDIA  
EXPOSURE PROGRAMME 

School of Liberal Studies, Pandit Deendayal Petro-

leum University organized its first Study in India 

Exposure Program for 12 students majoring in Psy-

chology and 2 faculty members from Edith Cowan 

University (ECU). ECU delegation had spend two 

weeks (February 2 to 11, 2016) participating in a 

structured academic program and relevant cultural 

activities at PDPU, Gujarat, India. This Study in 

India Exposure Program offered ECU Psychology 

students the opportunity to be immerses in Indian 

culture and see the way the culture has influenced 

the discipline of psychology in India. A focus of the 

tour was to compare the delivery of psychological 

services in India and Australia. This was the first 

study tour of ECU Psychology delegation to India. 

The study tour provided students with a pro-

gramme of cultural exchange and study opportuni-

ties that is unattainable during the normal course 

of their undergraduate study in psychology in 

Perth. The understanding gained about the Indian 

culture, Indian people, Indian Psychology and how 

psychology is applied in the Indian context proved 

to be invaluable to ECU students majoring in Psy-

chology. Students also had the opportunity of in-

teracting with PDPU students and in particular the 

student buddies. Rich Indian Culture was woven 

through out their stay. A buddy system was provid-

ed to enhance peer learning. A cultural exposure 

weekend was planned with an aim to cover a few 

world heritage sites. Insights about Psychology and 

its relevant Indian Perspective in the areas of Psy-

chology like Clinical Psychology, Industrial Psy-

chology, Child Psychology, Forensic Psychology 

and Criminology as components of Academic deliv-

erables was covered through distinguish Expert 

lectures and Academic field trips. Games, sports 

and various social and cultural exchange interac-

tions were facilitated for enhancing understanding 

of Indian Systems and interpersonal dynamics.  

 

DISTINGUISHED GUEST LECTURES: 

Dr. S L Vaya  

Director, R &D, Raksha Shakti University 

Topic: Psychology in Indian scenario 
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STUDY IN INDIA  
EXPOSURE PROGRAMME  

Dr. Rajendra Anand 

C.E.O., Medical Superintendent at Kanoria Hos-

pital and Research Centre  

Topic: Issues of rehabilitation and de-addiction 

in Indian scenario 

Prof. (Dr.) Nigam Dave 

Director & Dean, SLS; Chairman, Study 

in India Program, PDPU 

Topic: Bhagwad Gita : Indian Epic and 

Psychology 

Ms. Asha Mandappa, Founder 

Institute of Design Expression Art and 

Learning 

Workshop on Indian Art and Craft 

Mr. Kalpesh Pujara 

Yoga expert  

Topic: An Approach to Holistic 

Health : Yoga 

Mr. Haseeb Sheikh 

Naturalist   

Topic: Indian Wild Life and Ways to Living 

in Harmony with Nature 
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STUDY IN INDIA  
EXPOSURE PROGRAMME  

Mr. Aloke Hurra and Mr. Sanjeev Agarwal 

Co-owners, Academy of Multiple Intelligence 

Topic : Brain in Fingerprint  

Dr. Smt. Jyotsna Yagnik 

Director, United World School of Law, Former 

Principal Judge, City Civil and Sessions Court, Ah-

medabad. 

Topic: Impact of International Instruments on Indi-

an Law  

Prof. (Dr.)C.R. Mukundan 

Director, Gandhinagar Forensic Science University  

Topic : Forensic Psychology in India  

Prof. D.M. Pestonjee 

Chair Professor, School of Petroleum Management, 

Pandit Deendayal Petroleum University. 

Topic: Stress Management  

Dr. Ajay Chauhan 

Medical Superintendent, Government Mental Hos-

pital 

Topic: Clinical Psychology in Indian context 

 

Ms. Sangeeta Hinduja 

Principal, PRERNA, Delhi Public School  

Topic: Learning Disabilities: Issues in Indian Con-

text   
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STUDY IN INDIA  
EXPOSURE PROGRAMME  

ACADEMIC FIELD TRIPS: 

Gandhinagar Forensic Science University - Insight on Forensic Psychology from Indian Perspective  

Hospital for Mental Health 

 

Raksha Shakti University 
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STUDY IN INDIA 
EXPOSURE PROGRAMME  

Delhi Public School , Bopal - Glimpse of Indian Mainstream and Special Education School 

 

United World Law School - Law and Society an Outlook from Indian Legal Lenses  

 

SEWA, Ahmedabad Insight on Social work and NGO functioning in Indian Context 
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STUDY IN INDIA  
EXPOSURE PROGRAMME  

CULTURAL TRIPS: 
 

Dinner at Mirch Masala 

Darpana Academy of Performing Arts, Ahmedabad for an Exposure visit to Indian Classical Dancing 
 

Dinner at Vishala 

Indian Food Festival by PDPU Students - Exposure to Indian Cuisine Cooking 
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STUDY IN INDIA  
EXPOSURE PROGRAMME  

Gandhi Ashram 

 

Dinner at Fortune Inn Haveli 

 

Rani ki Vav and Modhera Sun Temple : Visiting the Heritage Sites 

 

Heritage walk 
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STUDY IN INDIA  
EXPOSURE PROGRAMME 

ACTIVITIES: 

Buddy Pairing session 

Exposure: Painting and Audit Exhibition on Indian Art and Craft 

India vs Australia Cricket Match 

- Jasmine Pereira 

SLS ‘12 
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STUDY IN INDIA  
EXPOSURE PROGRAMME 

MEDIA COVERAGE: 

Media houses which covered the news are following: 

Times of India-February 5,2016 

DNA ,February 3 and 11,2016 

Divya Bhaskar, February 11 ,2016 

Gujarat Samachar, February 3 and 11,2016 
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Audit Course Exhibition  
(SIP-ECU) 

Team Audit Course coordinated and put up an ex-

hibition on the 8th of February 2016. The exhibi-

tion was put up during School of Liberal Studies’ 

“Study in India Program.” 12 students studying psy-

chology major and 2 faculty members were in the 

state from Edith Cowan University, Australia as a 

part of the program. 

Ms. Pandian and Ms. Ruby Bhrambhatt were the 

chief guests for the exhibition. Ms. Pandian is a so-

cial worker and educationist making a difference 

for the better in innumerable lives. Ms. Ruby 

Bhrambhatt is a vegetable dyes exponent of inter-

national repute and has held many exhibitions of 

her work.  

The exhibits consisted of the products of various 

audit activities conducted for the students of 

School of Liberal Studies. The activities ranged 

from Warli Art, Tie and Dye, Chinese Brush Paint-

ing, Madhubani Art, Calligraphy, Silk Painting and 

Marbling, T-shirt Designing and Glass Etching. 

Tie and Dye workshop was also conducted for the 

delegation from Australia and their products were 

also put up.  

 

Team Audit Course 
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Distinguished Lecture by  
Mr. Vikram Singh Mehta  

Shree Vikram Singh Mehta, Executive Chairman of 

Brookings India and Senior Fellow of Brookings 

Institutions, and also a member of Board of Govern-

ance of PDPU, visited the University on 15th Feb-

ruary, 2016. Mr. Mehta delivered a distinguished 

lecture on “Future of Oil”. Invited guests from in-

dustry, academia and eminent personalities from 

different corners of society were present during the 

talk along with all the stakeholders of PDPU. 

Mr. Mehta visited 1 MW captive Solar Power Plant 

situated at the University campus. He expressed 

his keen interest in the upcoming solar technolo-

gies and ongoing research at the University. He was 

also pleased to visit Siemens Center of Excellence 

for developing such a state of the art infrastructure 

and facilities. With experts at the centre, Mr. Me-

hta interacted regarding Smart Grid technology 

and technicalities of Smart Meters.  

In his distinguished lecture on “Future of Oil” he 

clearly mentioned that looking at the present situa-

tion; it will be very difficult for oil prices to recover 

in near future with advent of new technologies in 

oil exploration and alternative energy generation 

sector. He reflected upon the overall expenditure 

on exploration in 2014 that was $90 Billion where-

as in 2016 the same stood at $40 Billion. He ex-

plained that the majority of the World Oil is used 

in transportation (60%), industry (25%), Power 

(6%) and household (9%), hence it is extremely 

challenging to find any alternative to replace oil. 

While on the subject, he mentioned about the In-

tended Nationally Determined Contributions 

(INDCs) held in Paris. INDCs are the primary 

means for Governments to communicate interna-

tionally the steps they will take to address climate 

change in their own countries. INDCs will reflect 

each country’s ambition for reducing emissions, 

taking into accounts its domestic circumstances 

and capabilities.  

Mr. Mehta also held an independent interactive 

session with Faculty members of PDPU. The inter-

action focused on the challenges faced in bringing 

synergy between academia and industry for better 

prospects and touched upon the resolving aspects 
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Distinguished Lecture by  
Mr. Vikram Singh Mehta  

that can be considered to find more integral approach. 

School of Liberal Studies along with other departments organized an art exhibition that housed the vari-

ous art works prepared by the students of SLS and other School departments. Mr. Mehta shared his joy 

and congratulated students and faculty for their keen interest. 

He also warmly greeted the University management and all the faculty members for constructive growth 

and research oriented culture building of the Institute. 

 

Mr. R. K. Singh  

 

 

 

 

AUDIT COURSE EXHIBITION - VISIT OF 
Mr. Vikram Singh Mehta 

 

Audit Course, School of Liberal Studies collaborated with the School of Technology and School of Petrole-

um Technology to put up an exhibition on the 15th of February 2016.  

Mr. Vikram Singh Mehta was the chief guest of the exhibition. He is one of the Board of Directors of Pan-

dit Deendayal Petroleum University and also serves as the executive chairman of Brookings India. 

The exhibits consisted of the products of various audit activities like Warli Art, Tie and Dye, Chinese 

Brush Painting, Madhubani Art, Calligraphy, Silk Painting and Marbling, T-shirt Designing and Glass 

Etching and various posters made under the broad theme “Energy” along with the electric car made by the 

students of PDPU. 
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Economics & Public Policy  
Workshop BY CENTRE FOR CIVIL  

SOCIETY 

School of Liberal Studies successfully organized a 

30 hours certificate workshop on Economics and 

Public Policy conducted by Centre for Civil Society 

(CCS), Social Change through Public Policy. CCS 

is India's leading liberal think tank that conducts 

various workshops, training programmes and offers 

research internships for diverse audiences compris-

ing of students, journalists, academicians and gov-

ernment employees.  

35 students of School of Liberal Studies participat-

ed in Economics and Public Policy workshop. The 

workshop covered interesting themes related to 

Politics of Public Policy, Environmental Challeng-

es, Public and Private Markets, Schools for Eco-

nomic Thoughts and Policy Solutions.  

Five faculty members from CCS conducted engag-

ing sessions on various themes. The workshop 

opened with a discussion on “Why is India Poor?” 

with a faculty Mr. Prashant Narang. The session 

aimed to debunk popular myths about the causes of 

wealth and poverty in India. Brainstormed question 

“why is India poor?” led to suggest the importance 

of institutions in creating prosperity and to build 

upon an argument that poverty in India is caused 

due to lack of economic freedom in the country. 

The argument set the next session off on Social 

Change through Public Policy. It established the 

Public Policy as an effective means to bring about 

sustainable social change. Students were then ex-

posed to a documentary titled “India Awakes”.  

The following sessions by Ms. Manasi Bose and Mr. 

Parth Joshi started with a dialogue on What is Seen 

and What is Unseen; New Public Management; 

Private and Public Markets: Public Choice and 

Tragedy of the Common Pole. The sessions built 

upon the ideas of short term goals and long term 

impacts of public policies in Indian context, the 

application of business management principles in 

the field of public administration in order to in-

crease accountability, transparency and efficiency 

at functional level in government processes. A new 

perspective upon public choice economics was ex-

plored in relation to market failure and government 
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Economics & Public Policy  
Workshop BY CENTRE FOR CIVIL  

SOCIETY 

failure. Students learnt new ways to look at issues 

of social evil and social inequality; society and pre-

vailing injustice to poor traders and farmers.  

The concepts were delivered with interesting exer-

cise to balance a stick with 2 people holding it at 

two different ends. The activity aimed to under-

stand how important it is to be on the same page of 

thoughts while working for society.  

Common Environmental problems were addressed 

to seek solutions for. As the session progressed, 

students became aware of various concepts pro-

pounded by Garret Hardin, Rothbard, Ludwig von 

Mises and F. A. Hayek. Mr. Madhusudan Raj un-

rolled the session reflecting upon what is ‘good’ 

economics, connection with liberal and political 

philosophy, principle of self ownership, utilitarian 

theory of rights, intellectual humility and hope to 

change. 

Coming to the close of 30 hours module, students 

were made to undergo activities like Human Knot 

Game; Mock Debate and Koosh Game. 

Through an online examination, students were 

evaluated. The efforts put in by Mr. Phalgun Kumar 

and Dr. D. Sriram helped students to learn and 

think beyond what is seen and thought.  

 

- Heer Nanavati 

SLS ‘12 
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FILM AND PSYCHO-ANALYSIS  
WORKSHOP 

The Department of Psychology at the School of Lib-

eral Studies, Pandit Deendayal Petroleum Universi-

ty (SLS, PDPU) organized a workshop on  “ Behind 

the Silver Screen: Psychoanalysis and Film” by Dr. 

Apurva Shah on 16th February,  2016 . Dr. Apurva 

V. Shah, is a Child and Adolescent Psychologist. He 

is a professional affiliate member and the co-

coordinator of the Film and Mind Series at the New 

Center for Psychoanalysis. He focuses on applying 

techniques of movie analysis to the analysis of pa-

tient's dreams and other narratives, in order to elic-

it their latent content and achieve a fuller under-

standing of the same.  The process involves clinical-

ly listening to patient's reactions to the popular 

movies with a depth of understanding provides in-

sights into the psyche of the people.  

 “Monsoon Wedding” a 2001 movie directed by Mi-

ra Nair and written by Sabrina Dhawan which de-

picts romantic entanglements during a traditional 

Punjabi Hindu wedding was screened.  Universal in 

theme, the film explores the bonds that unite fami-

lies in touching, dramatic, and comedic ways. The 

film won the Golden Lion award and received 

a Golden Globe Award nomination. The film prem-

iered in the Marché du Film section of the 2001 

Cannes Festival. 

Through the movie Dr.Apoorva not only demon-

strated a technique of analyzing a movie, and con-

sequently appreciating and enjoying it much more 

thoroughly, but also shed light on some aspects of 

clinical technique and individual psyche. The ses-

sion was made engaging through various video 

clips and he successfully sent across a wider under-

standing of Film analysis in a short period of time, 

which also included watching and analyzing the 

movie layer by layer.  

The workshop outlined a specific method of psy-

choanalyzing a movie, which respected its inde-

pendence, while revealing its subtext, its latent 

meaning - its “unconscious”. Parallels with the clin-

ical context and techniques were drawn through-

out the seminar. In doing so, the hope was not only 

to demonstrate a technique of analyzing a movie, 

and consequently appreciating and enjoying it 

much more thoroughly, but to also shed light on 

some aspects of clinical technique and individual 

psyche. 
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FILM AND PSYCHO-ANALYSIS  
WORKSHOP 

This workshop not only helped the students but 

also the professionals to understand application of 

techniques of movie analysis to the analysis of pa-

tient's dreams and other narratives, in order to elic-

it their latent content and achieve a fuller under-

standing of the same and clinically listen to pa-

tient's reactions to the popular movies with a depth 

of understanding that provides insights into their 

psyche. 

The workshop witnessed a varied and vast audi-

ence including the presence of professors from IIM- 

Ahmedabad, CIMS Hospital, IIT Gandhinagar and 

Gujarat University. Students from other institu-

tions of the state were also a part of the workshop.  

It not only helped students but also the profession-

als in understanding understand application tech-

niques of movie analysis to the analysis of patient's 

dreams and other narratives. The workshop con-

cluded on a high note with an intensive question 

and answer round and a clearer vision of psychoa-

nalysis and cinema. 

 

- Saanya Sinha 

SLS’14  
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workshop with Ms. Maya Menon,  
The Teacher Foundation  

“Essential Pieces – The Jigsaw of a Successful 
School” 

 
At the time when PDPU is moving towards inter-
nationalization of its programmes and bringing di-
versity in the campus and giving optimum possible 
global exposure to PDPU Community, it was also 
felt to get associated with various schools to start 
with Ahmedabad and Gandhinagar. PDPU took an 
initiative to organize a workshop with Ms. Maya 
Menon, Director, The Teacher Foundation, Banga-
lore as the resource person. Various School Heads 
were to visit PDPU campus as workshop partici-
pants and also acquaint them with the pedagogy at 
PDPU in general and School of Liberal Studies in 
particular. 

There is a surfeit of research on school improve-
ment and leadership – but a lot of it can be over-
whelming for the average School Leader. Essential 
Pieces makes the School Leaders master a practical 
framework for school management. And The 
Teacher Foundation has conceptualized Essential 
Pieces, as a 2 day training module, using the practi-
cal school leadership tips. 

This workshop was attended by 50 representatives 
from around 22 Schools from Ahmedabad, Gandhi-
nagar and Baroda.  
 
Shri Palak Sheth, Director-Planning and Develop-
ment, PDPU set the context of the Workshop in 
his key note address at the beginning of the Work-
shop. He briefed the journey of PDPU, its Schools 
and briefed the conceptualization and commence-
ment of School of Liberal Studies. He told that 
PDPU has taken this noble initiative to connect 
with Schools and wished all the participants to 

take benefit from this workshop to make a differ-
ence in their School. 
 
Dr. Nigam Dave gave detailed presentation on the 
pedagogy and journey of School of Liberal Studies 
and the achievements by the SLS students at na-
tional and international level.  
 
Ms. Maya Menon conducted this workshop in an 
exciting and competitive game format and provided 
the Participants a bird’s eye view of the ingredients 
of an effective school. The Workshop helped them 
learn about the ‘Corner Pieces’, ‘Straight Pieces’ and 
‘Wiggly Pieces’ that can make or break a school. It 
also made them examine the elements that ener-
gize, enrich and enliven a school. It discussed how 
they can keep their team together with the 4Cs - 
Communicate, Collaborate, Create and Celebrate. 

 
The workshop was formatted using the framework 
of a School as a Jigsaw Puzzle – and what pieces are 
essential and where they fit best. During the work-
shop, participants explored the 15 essential pieces 
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workshop with Ms. Maya Menon,  
The Teacher Foundation  

that make a successful school, in the context of In-
dian School System. The normative school process-
es that these “jigsaw puzzle pieces” focus on are: 
 
Leading – at every level and recognizing the need 
for different styles in different 
circumstances and at different times. 
 
Managing – again at different levels, ensuring that 
everyone plays their part in 
getting the detail right. 
 
Creating a fit environment – visually, aurally, be-
haviorally and in a way that encourages learning. 
 
Learning, teaching and assessing – the bread, but-
ter and jam of schooling. It occupies everyone’s 
time. 
 
Developing staff – not just teachers but all staff, 
by making sound appointments, providing thor-
ough inductions and extensive further professional 
development, which combines individual and col-
lective need. 
 
Self-evaluating and critically reviewing – an ac-
tivity that prompts gradual or great change and 
which is now back center stage after some years in 
the shadows. 
 
Involving and connecting with parents and the 
community – often overlooked, but key if the 
school is to be accessible to all who might benefit 
and contribute.  
 
The Participants explored six pieces out of the 11 
'essential pieces' in small teams, working towards 
gathering points to win - but in a way that com-
bines competitiveness, cooperation within each 
team and across teams. This also opened up oppor-
tunities for peer learning and team reflection. 
By the end of the workshop, the Participants were 
able to understand how the key elements of the 
school are interconnected to make the school vi-
brant, participative and inclusive for all school 
leaders. 
 

The fundamental take away from the workshop 
was that how the schools are managed and led 
makes a huge difference to how children learn. 
 

REVIEWS OF PARTICIPANTS:  
 

It was an eye-opening exercise which made them to 
know lot of areas require improvements for a 

school to be truly successful 

Dr. Harish Raval, Principal, Amba School for Ex-
cellence, Ahmedabad 

 

I appreciate the wonderful workshop arranged by 
PDPU and look forward to more interactions be-

tween schools and university. 

Mr. Arjun Tandon, Principal, St. Kabir School, 
Baroda 

 

This Workshop was very well-timed as far as I am 
personally concerned and it really gave great learn-
ing about the different aspects of the school man-
agement and we can really make the School a cen-
ter of excellence if we take care of theses aspects 

successfully. 

Ms. Madhumita Bhattacharya, Principal, Podar 
International School, Gandhinagar 
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It was indeed a motivational & re- energizing experience attending the workshop which gave the chance 
to meet like-minded educators with yet more great ideas and to know the key elements of school which 

are to be interconnected to make the school vibrant.  

Mrs. Anita Motwani, Principal, Sadhu Vaswani School, Ahmedabad 

 

At the end of the workshop, the students of PDPU presented a cultural progamme. Shri Phalgun Kumar 
proposed a vote of thanks.  

workshop with Ms. Maya Menon,  
The Teacher Foundation  

20 



Visit OF Prof. Tony Simoes da Silva, 
University of Tasmania  

School of Liberal Studies was pleased to welcome Prof. Tony Simoes da Silva, Head of School, Faculty of 

Arts, University of Tasmania. Prof. Tony had a meaningful interaction with Faculty Members of SLS. Both, 

faculty members from the School and Prof. Tonyreflected upon the concerns in Academia, shared their ide-

as on Pedagogy and Course Curriculum. It was mutually an interesting interaction, especially with the de-

partment of Humanities as interests were common.  

 

 

Interaction with  
Prof. NaliniKant jha 

 
 

 

 

 

 

The students of International Relation of School of Liberal Studies had an opportunity to interact with 

Prof. Nalini Kant Jha, Dean, Pondichery Central University on 20th February, 2016. Prof. Jha intensively 

talked about International Relations as an academic discipline and its significance in the present time.  

As a part of the question & answer session, he at length talked about various aspects related to South Chi-

na Sea, India and its historical roots. He also threw light on his latest research “Cultural and Historical 

Roots of India’s Foreign Policy” which allowed students to have a different perspective and an insight into 

how India’s foreign policy is closely connected to its philosophical and historical roots. 
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Poster Making Competition 

School of Liberal Studies organized a Poster Making Competition on 10th February, 2016. Students, Facul-

ty and Staff members of SLS enthusiastically participated in the competition to unleash their creativity on 

themes of Energy Security, Green Energy and Smart Cities. The competition allowed students to think 

through the concerns related to Energy and further express their perspectives in a creative way. The com-

petitive spirit was well appreciated and rewarded. The won posters were placed in an Art Exhibition at 

the time of Mr. Vikram Singh Mehta’s visit at PDPU.    
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Nuclear Security Workshop  
for Indian Universities  

Pandit Deendayal Petroleum University In collabo-

ration with Partnership for Nuclear Security 

(PNS), U.S. Department of State & Texas A&M 

University, USA, organized a Nuclear Security 

Workshop for Indian Universities on PDPU cam-

pus from 10th February to 12th February, 2016. 

The three day workshop was based on the aims to 

enhance understanding among young Indian stu-

dents on various aspects and imperatives of nuclear 

security which would further create a possibility to 

incorporate nuclear security discourse into the cur-

riculum of Indian universities.  

The workshop deliberated on whole range of im-

portant issues like threats to nuclear infrastructure 

through threat assessment on probable vulnerabili-

ties, insider threats (case studies), methodologies 

to mitigate them, nuclear security culture, nuclear 

security education and training, best practices in 

nuclear security, physical security system, deploya-

ble radiation technologies, nuclear material ac-

countancy and control, and nuclear security regime 

including the domestic and international legal 

framework. 

PDPU invited eminent resource persons for various 

sessions. Ms. Priya Sethi was invited as a resource 

person representing Partnership for Nuclear Secu-

rity, U.S. Department of State (PNS). Prof. Craig 

Marianno represented Texas A&M University; Mr. 

Vikram Rathore from PDPU; Prof. Sunil Chirayath 

from Texas A&M University; Prof. Shafi Qureshi 

and Prof. Shikha Prasad joined from IIT-Kanpur. 

Prof. Sitakanta Mishra, represented School of Lib-

eral Studies, PDPU; Ms. Kawalpreet Kalra, Prof. 

H.S. Sharma, and Dr. Alpana Goel, Director, Amity 

Institute of Nuclear Technology also made their 

presence available.   

Prof. Nigam Dave, Director, School of Liberal Stud-

ies and Dr. Sitakanta Mishra, Faculty, International 

Relations, SLS was integral part of the workshop. 

The students of IR department of SLS also partici-

pated enthusiastically in the workshop.  
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Delegation of Journalists  
from Jammu and Kashmir 

 

School of Liberal Studies hosted a delegation of journalists from Jammu & Kashmir, as a part of a press 

tour conducted by PIB (Press Information Bureau), Ministry of Information & Broadcasting, Govt. of In-

dia.  The journalists represented various media institutions such as Daily Kashmir Uzma, Daily Mirror of 

Kashmir, Daily Udaan, Daily Srinagar Times, Daily Asian Mail, Daily Roshni, Daily Yeth, Daily Kashmir 

Headlines as well as freelance photojournalists and reporters.  After a brief presentation about the univer-

sity and the overall education landscape in the region, they were taken on a tour of the university.  The 

1MW solar plant piqued their interest and they appreciated PDPU’s focus on renewable energy apart from 

oil and gas technologies.  They were impressed by the engineering labs as well as infrastructure; and also 

appreciated the liberal arts programs and the school’s focus on modernizing the study of humanities in In-

dia.  They shared interesting information about the trade links between Gujarat and J&K with us, includ-

ing surprising areas such as bee-keeping.  Before seeing them off, we presented them with mementos rep-

resenting famous handicrafts of Gujarat.  In the span of just a few hours, many regional myths were bro-

ken, and many new relationships were built.  We thank PIB for this opportunity and look forward to sup-

porting them in hosting more such delegations in the future. 
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Research Methodology  
Workshop 

Workshop on ‘Research Methodology’ was held on 

9th and 10th February 2016 for Undergraduate and 

Postgraduate students of SLS. The workshop on 

Research Methodology and Data Analytics for So-

cial Sciences was designed to impart knowledge for 

scientific research, to integrate qualitative and 

quantitative approaches in research and to orient 

the young researchers to new advanced techniques 

for precise, rational and scientific research. It also 

aimed to orient  the scholars with basic statistical 

packages including EXCEL and  SPSS for using in 

various fields and sub fields of social sciences. It 

was particularly meant for those who are research 

oriented and have some basic knowledge of data 

processing, analysis and interpretation. The pur-

pose of the two day workshop was to inculcate 

confidence towards qualitative and quantitative 

research  and also to educate the participants about 

the latest techniques and method used for effective 

analysis of research data. The content of the work-

shop was beneficial to the students to enrich the 

developments in theoretical tools. The participants 

discussed about the various types of research and 

actively participated in the two day workshop.  

The workshop was conducted by Prof. Brahmbhatt 

has more than 35 years of teaching experience in 

the post graduate departments of management and 

commerce. He has more than 30 years of Research 

Experience - conducting and guiding research. He 

has published 26 research papers in the leading na-

tional and international management journals. He 

was awarded two best research paper awards. He 

was on various academic bodies of Gujarat univer-

sity viz.  Council, Faculty and the Board of Man-

agement Studies . He is a member of various profes-

sional bodies. His areas of interest include market-

ing research, research methodology and services 

marketing. 

 

Dr. Neeta Sinha  
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Workshop on Postcolonial World 
Literature at IIT Bhubaneshwar 

Master of Arts students of School of Liberal Studies 

from department of Languages, Literature and Aes-

thetics attended a prestigious workshop at IIT-

Bhubhaneshwar on Post-Colonial World Literature 

conducted by GIAN Programme from 15th to 25th 

February, 2016.   

Union Cabinet has approved a programme titled 

Global Initiative for Academic Networks 

(GIAN) to encourage the engagement of talented 

people with the institutes of higher education in 

India to multiply the country’s existing academic 

resources and to accelerate the pace of quality re-

form. It initiated with all IITs, IIMs, Central Uni-

versities, IISc Bangalore, IISERs, NITs and IIITs 

subsequently cover good state universities where 

the spinoff is vast. 

This workshop had a purpose of equipping its par-

ticipants with the working knowledge of the Post-

colonial Framework with respect to changing times 

of globalisation where World Literature is becom-

ing a Reality. Having a five day lecture series deliv-

ered by Tabish Khair, an author, professor from  

Aarhus University, Denmark, followed by lectures 

by Dr. Punyashree  Panda, Prof. IIT BBS and then 

by Prof.Jyotirmaya Tripathy,IIT Madras. These lec-

tures comprised literature from Postcolonial writ-

ers and we analysed them in order to understand 

how to categorise a work of Postcolonial  writer. 

Giving an exposure into the indigenous cultures of 

the colonised countries and the impact of decoloni-

sation. We got to know how hegemony worked 

even regionally; for eg; Oriya Nationalism was over-

shadowed by Bengali Nationalism. It is difficult to 

define the impact of Nationalism since independ-

ence in colonial countries across the globe. The 

concept of Nationalism was discussed with respect 

to social media, cinema, and documentaries. Schol-

ars and critics were studied and Homi K Bhabha, 

Gayatri Spivak Chakravorty and Foucault were al-

so among the most discussed about critics. 

The workshop was lively with anecdotes and po-

ems of Tabish Khair which actually helped us to 

understand how a Postcolonial writer feels when 

he writes as an Orientalist. The workshop was ho-

listically complete as it focussed on every aspect of 

the Postcolonial World Literature. 

  

- Dipika Chakravorty 

Urvashi Gopwani 
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Occasional Lecture and  
Workshop on Translation 

Bachelor of Arts students of School of Liberal Studies from department 

of Languages, Literature and Aesthetics with a Faculty attended an 

occasional Lecture and Workshop by Dr.  Paul St. Pierre on What 

Can We Learn from Betrayal of Translators? scheduled on Monday, 

8th February, 2016. The session was organized by Forum on Contempo-

rary Theory, Baroda. These 3rd Year undergraduate students, who study 

a paper on Literature in Translation in their present semester, had a 

learning experience to listen to a scholar in the field and to personally 

interact with them.  

Dr.  Paul St. Pierre is an adjunct professor in the Department of Linguistics and Translation at the University of 

Montreal. His talk was based on the concerns of a translator. To be a translator, it is said, is to be a traitor, since 

translation never exactly reproduce their originals. That difference exists between a translation and the text it pur-

ports to represent is indisputable; indeed, difference (of language, at the very least – and with language, of meaning) 

is inscribed in a condition of every act of translation. 

What is of interest, Dr. Pierre argued, is the manner in which translators betray original texts – the choices transla-

tors make. To translate is to choose – translators choose texts to translate, choose how to translate, choose for 

whom to translate, etc. – and these different choices all define the translations they produce.  

If the choice made by one particular translator might be arbitrary and idiosyncratic, those of a plurality of transla-

tors are anchored in something greater, of a social nature. Taken together, their choices point to – that is, ‘betray’ – 

the way in which they work is an attempt to define it in relation to others. 

 

- Ms. Niyati Trivedi 

 

Expert Session with  
Mr. Hemang Desai  

 
4th Year Students of School of Liberal Studies had an engaging ses-

sion with Mr. Hemang Desai who is an astute HR Professional, Suc-

cess Coach, Advisor and Management Thinker. The theme of the 

session was International Human Resource Experience: Four phas-

es of Recruitment Cycle, viz. Sourcing, Selection, Support & Social-

ising (Acclimatization) 
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Health Session organized  
by Women Cell 

PDPU Women Cell had organized a talk on “UTI 

and Intimate Hygiene in Women" by OoWomaniya 

organization on 5th February 2016, at 4.00 to 5.00 

pm. It was conducted by Dr. Nita Thakre, a re-

nowned Gynecologist based in Ahmedabad. 

OoWomaniya is a safe and non-judgmental online 

health and wellness platform exclusively for fe-

males and their peers where they can anonymously 

ask their queries and doubts about their physical, 

intimate and emotional health and also get an ex-

pert’s advice or consultation 

Their focus is basically on awareness and preven-

tive care information related to women’s health is-

sues. They have a pan-Indian traction on their 

online platform and also visits from beyond India 

like US, UK, Korea, Middle East, Australia, Germa-

ny and Spain etc.  

Around 70 female students, non-teaching and 

teaching staff were actively participated in the talk. 

All had raised the questions related to the topic and 

active interaction was done.  

- Women Cell, PDPU 
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PDPU OPEN QUIZ 2016 

PDPU Open Quiz 2016 was the 6th Edition of the 

largest open quiz in India. Surpassing all the expec-

tations, POQ '16 was a colossal success. The unique 

line-up of quizzes enhanced the number of partici-

pants like never before. On 13 Feb, 2016 three quiz-

zes, namely, Bolywood Quiz by Ayan Bairoliya 

(PDPU), India Quiz by Mayank Mujumdar (Yash 

Raj Films) and Sports Quiz by Anmol Jain & 

Roshan Sameer (PDPU). While, the day 1 wit-

nessed mamoth participation, the MEGA General 

Quiz by Kunal Savarkar from Xpress Minds on 14th 

Feb, 2016. Mr. Savarkar is a quizmaster by passion 

and an architect by profession. He is one of the 

most seasoned and renowned quizmaster in the 

country.  

This edition of POQ witnessed participation not 

only from across the country, but also from as far as 

Dhaka, Bangladesh.  

On 15th Feb, a General Knowledge Workshop by 

Mr. Savarkar was also organised. Workshop was 

based on the art of observation, Skimming a news-

paper/news website to know something about eve-

rything, Lateral Thinking and Business Awareness 

for your field (Important for interviews). In all, 

POQ '16 successfully proved itslef as Mecca of quiz-

zing in India. 

 

- Anmol N. Jain 
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PETROCUP 2016 

PDPU hosted its 8th Annual Sports’ Fest – Petro-

Cup 2016 from 11th to 15th February 2016. The Five 

Day fiesta saw a participation of more than 4500 

partakers from various parts of the country. Petro 

Cup’s goodwill spread across the length and 

breadth of the country and hence humongous foot-

fall of more than 7000 students were assured on the 

campus during the fest. International participation 

in the form of Royal College from Bhutan served as 

the icing on the cake.  

The Inaugural ceremony of the PETROCUP 2016 

started with an energetic note at the New Cricket 

Ground, PDPU. Mr. Amit Singh, fast bowler of the 

erstwhile IPL Team Rajasthan Royals, Mr. Dinesh 

Badmaliya, Chief Badminton Coach, Sports Au-

thority of India marked the inaugural ceremony 

with their presence. Along with them, the Direc-

tors of the respective schools of PDPU declared 

PetroCup 2016 open. The ceremony comprised of 

various enthralling performances like Yoga, Gym-

nastics and Taekwondo. 

PETROCUP 2016 can indeed be called different 

and extra-ordinary due to the participation of the 

international students coming all the way from 

Royal University, Bhutan.  

Dr. Tajendra Pal Singh, Dean, Student Affairs en-

couraged the students with words like "Simple way 

to win is to outperform yourself ". Later Mr. Amit 

Singh and Mr. Dinesh Badmaliya also addressed the 

audience.   

The atmosphere for PETROCUP 2016 was really 

built up by the performance of PetroCup Theme 

song prepared by SAIL Committee. Anmol Jain and 
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PETROCUP 2016 

Raj Rangani, students of PDPU, demonstrated 

some extra ordinary yoga postures followed by 

demonstration of Gymnastics by Mr. Kartik and his 

group. Audience was spell bound by Taekwondo 

showcase by Maitrya Wathore, Rahul Kumar & 

Lokesh Singh. 

The Sports Committee Advisor Maheep Singh 

Rathore then conducted the Oath taking Ceremony 

to believe and practice the healthy sports spirit in 

the form of competition. 

Later on the Chief Guest Mr. Amit Singh declared 

the PETROCUP’16 open. The inaugural ceremony 

was concluded with rendition of Indian National 

anthem. 

PetroCup 2016 hosted nine formal events under its 

umbrella, namely Basketball, Football, Volleyball, 

Lawn Tennis, Cricket, Carom, Chess, Athletics and 

Table Tennis. The informal events like Futsal, Dog 

and the Bone, Tug of War, Dodgeball, Footloose 

served the purpose of entertaining fillers. E-sports 

like DOTA, FIFA 15 and many others were also to 

take place. Teams from 80 colleges competed with 

each other for the ultimate reward of the PetroCup 

trophy.  

The closing ceremony was graced by the presence 

of T.P. Singh, Dean, Student Affairs; Anil Markana, 

Faculty in charge, Sports Committee; Prof. Nigam 

Dave, Director, School of Liberal Studies and Ab-

hinav Kapadia, CFO. The dignitaries presented 

winners and participants with medals, certificates 

and gift vouchers!  

With the announcement of PDPU as the Overall 

Winner of Petro Cup 2016, the closing ceremony 

reached to its culmination.  

 

- Sports Committee, PDPU 
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LITFESt: 
REVOLUTION FOR PEACE 

PDPU LitFest 2016, an initiative by Jharokha, the 

literary club of PDPU, took place on the 5th, 6th 

and 7th of February. The three day long fest aimed 

to re-define the prevailing conceptions and/or 

wrongly conceived notions about literature and so 

to transgress the learnt paradigms of what litera-

ture is. 

PDPU LitFest 2016 witnessed a huge success hav-

ing enthusiastic participation from more than 7 

universities along with in-house participation. The 

festival had designed all its events revolving around 

the theme of “Revolution” (For Peace). 

The 2nd Annual LitFest 2016 was inaugurated with 

a Play by Kranti, titled 'Lal Batti Express' per-

formed for the first time in India. This play de-

scribed the lives of girls affected directly or indi-

rectly by the occurrences in Red Light Areas. This 

play saw tremendous support and appreciation by 

the audience and was followed by an interactive 

session with Robin Chaurasiya, founder of Kranti, 

as well as the Kranti girls. It was one of the most 

well received events. 

PDPU LitFest 2016 started in full roar on the 6th 

with events like Kavyanjali - The poetry recitation 

competition, Official BBC Radio JAM and a work-

shop conducted by Mr. Ravikiran Rangaswamy on 

Conversations with A Camera. The highlight of the 

day was a stellar performance by Loknaad. Loknaad 

is a team of two developmental activists, Mr. Vinay 

and Ms. Charul who sing to make a difference. The 

performance shook the audience up by touching 

the most sensitive chords of humanity in them. 

Both the artists had a long heart-to-heart interac-

tion with the students who had flood of questions 

to pose to them, which marked the shift in their 

perspectives. 

The third 

and the last 

day of PDPU 

LitFest 2016 

saw some 

niche events 

like The So-

cratic De-

bate, The 

Spell Bee and the second phase of Kavyanjali. The 

Fest ended with a Talk Series, which saw eminent 

speakers such as Mr. Sahil Sood, Ahmedabad City 

Director of Teach for India, Ms. Kusum Choppra, a 

renowned author, Mr. Nirav Shah, a consulting 

strategist and Mr. Manan Pandya aka Taizu, a Phil-

adelphia based Hip-Hop artist. This Talk Series, 

which enlightened the crowd on the theme, con-

cluded PDPU LitFest 2016.  

 

-Team Jharokha 
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ASTRO-FEST 2016 

Brahmand Club of PDPU, successfully organized 

its first Astronomical Festival titled from 5th Feb-

ruary to 7th February, 2016 under the guidance of 

Dr. Rohit Srivastava, the faculty mentor of the club. 

With an aim to generate inquisitiveness in the 

young minds to know about Universe, various 

events and activities like Sky Gazing, Planetarium, 

Expert Lectures and Workshops were organized. 

More than 70 students participated in the events. 

 Dr. J. N. Desai, opened the Festival with his inter-

esting session on “Beginning of the Universe”. It 

indeed opened the minds of students who engaged 

themselves in further events like Stellarium and 

Sky Mapping workshop, Sky Gazing and Noctur-

nal Clock Workshop, Solar Projector and Basic Tel-

escope Making Workshop. Participants were made 

to observe different constellations, other celestial 

objects, Orion Nebula, Pleiades Cluster and many 

more by learning the basics of sky mapping soft-

ware and through telescopes. The festival also orga-

nized the Quiz as well as the exhibition was put up 

to better understand the concepts regarding As-

tronomy. The highlight of the Festival was partici-

pation from school students.  

 

- Niharika Baldua 
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ACADEMIA SPEAKS: 
Interview with Eyal Gringart 

Interview with Eyal Gringart, Coordinator International Psychology Programmes, 

Edith Cowan University (ECU), Perth , Australia  

 

 

 

 

 

SLS Mirror: How was your experience with the Study in India Exposure Program me? 

Eyal Gringart: The experience was amazing.  The students and the staff of PDPU were extremely helpful. 

The students of ECU were overwhelmed with the warmth the students offered. It was truly a delight to 

watch the students of both the universities interacting with each other and the way the PDPU  students 

chose themselves to socialize together beyond what was prescribed by the program which is an indication 

that the relationships created here are going to last for a long time.  

 

SM: Share your views on Liberal Studies as a course.  

EG: Liberal studies is  a course wherein a student can explore a lot of avenues and then decide upon their 

specializations which is a very good option as the students get to explore and then take up a decision 

based on their interest. Moreover, courses like these broaden the horizon of understanding and enable a 

student to look at a particular situation /problem with various lenses. 

 

SM: If you would like to share your major learnings from the Study in India exposure Programme. 

EG: I have two major learning’s outcomes of the programme:  Psychological issues of people have stated 

with the dawn of time and when you come to india you realize that the Indian traditions and cultures  

have exact ways of dealing with psychological issues . The Indian tradition and tradition and culture can 

contribute to a great deal to Indian psychology. The other thing that I have learnt is that the motivation in 

the persuit of psychology in research, academia or study by itself is self liberation.  

 

SM: How do you see the future of collaboration between PDPU and ECU? 

EG: We are already engaged in collaborative research and we are planning to take it forward. We also 

looking forward to develop further into student exchange , staff exchange , joint research supervision of 

higher degree students and more so in the development of relationship between India and Australia be-

yond the universities themselves. 

- Jasmine Pereira 

SLS ‘12 

34 



FACULTY REFLECTION 

ECONOMICS AND YOU! 

How Economics Revolves around you? 

At a theoretical note, Economics is a social science trying to solve the fundamental problems of needs and 

scarcity.  

Right from the start of the day, when you wake up, the device that wakes you up (alarm clock or mobile 

alarm) is with you, has been bought by you for the need of waking up on time. You are a consumer and buy 

things that you need. If there’s no scarcity of alarm clocks sold in the market, there may be a scarcity of the 

consumers buying them due to the varying price levels at which they are sold (Firm/marketing theory). 

We buy things as per our budget i.e. as per our income in hand (budget theory). One allocates a part of the 

budget for buying alarm clock or one may simply use the function of alarm in the mobile (preference theo-

ry). Even if one chooses to wake up on one’s own i.e. natural body clock and not use an alarm, there’s a 

‘trade-off’ between one’s likes and level of satisfaction associated with it (indifference curve). And if one 

chooses not to wake up despite switching off the bodily alarm system or the alarm clock and doze off, 

there’s a leisure theory at work!  

Almost everything that we think and we do has an explanation or association with economics. We all are 

human beings and Economics is a science of human behaviour. Studying economics is thus not just an aca-

demic gain but also helps you to understand that what goes behind what you think and what you do! Con-

temporary research in economics is even debating the idea of ‘rationality’ among human beings. It is inter-

esting to discover that majority of the time we are actually not acting rational, but automatic or delibera-

tive. Automatic thinking is narrow and impulsive, deliberate thinking is based on reasoning and is reflec-

tive. This piece of research has put the entire original version of economic theory at stake. Economics is 

ever expanding and exploratory. It is a social science that interacts with you and remains with you 

throughout your life!! 

 

- Dr. Nausheen Nizami 

Assistant Professor, 

Department of Economics, 

SLS, PDPU 
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Student Reflection 

STRESS COMES FROM YOUR PERCEPTION 

Each individual is different when it comes to their per-

ception and outlook on life.  Be it an ‘eye for an eye’ kind 

of a person or someone who lives by the motto ‘live and 

let live,’ it is our beliefs that build up our personality 

and shape us, the way we are. People often confuse this 

belief of theirs with the ‘facts’.  

To actually guide our thinking the way we want, it is 

necessary that we must understand and accept that 

what we believe or may have been led to believe is not 

always the truth. The facts that we consider the truth 

are in fact just our perception of the truth. This percep-

tion is created by our brain based on the information it 

receives from our five senses and the way our brain in-

terprets this information. We tend to add our own 

meanings to the various situations and factual infor-

mation. We perceive certain data and facts with the 

help of our senses and this information is then filtered 

by our brain. This filter creates our beliefs and our be-

liefs are what guide our thinking and emotions.  

Our biggest limitation is that we fail to see this. We fail 

to even think outside of what we believe to be the truth.  

We refuse to accept that suffering comes from our own 

beliefs and it is upon us to turn it all around. We be-

come furious when someone tries to how their own per-

spective which is completely different than ours. We 

believe our perception to be the truth and become angry 

or aggressive when someone tells us otherwise.  

To think outrageously, we must know our unique filter 

and must accept that what we believe may not always 

be the truth. We must know the kind of person that we 

are and the way that we usually perceive things, be it 

negative or positive. Once we are aware of ourselves, our 

unique ego filters, only then can we take a step in the 

direction of making a change in our thinking process. It 

is only then that we can even begin to think outrageous-

ly.  

There have been various instances where minor misun-

derstandings and misconceptions have led to a huge 

fight between closed ones. In the end, when these mis-

understandings are resolved, one may come to realize 

that the only reason for this entire mess was over think-

ing and misconception on either of their part. It is in 

situations like this where one can truly see how our in-

terpretation of situation plays a major role in how we 

live our life and how we behave in various situations.  

We must realize that it is just ourselves and nobody else 

who guide our lives. No one can make us think, feel or 

see anything. It is just us and our thinking, our percep-

tions that influence our emotions and in the end, our 

decisions and behaviour.  

If ever, we feel that someone hurt us our directly 

‘attacked’ us verbally or emotionally, we must always 

try to put ourselves in their shoes before arriving at a 

decision and passing a judgement over it. Each and eve-

ry individual is different. Each one thinks differently 

and their own unique filter. We must always think 

about their perceptions after listening to their side of 

the story before we begin to contemplate a situation and 

start inflicting pain upon ourselves.  

So, the next time we feel angry or hurt by someone else’s 

actions, we must see things from their perspective ra-

ther than making it all about us. It is not always about 

us. We must try and contemplate their situation that 

has influenced them and has led them to behave that 

way. It is possible that they might have been told that 

they weren’t good enough as a child or they might have 

been far from love all of their life and all they need is a 

little affection and attention from the other person. 

There are various possibilities that influence the way a 

person behaves. We must analyze each and every possi-

bility rather than just sitting there, thinking about their 

actions and stressing or hurting ourselves over it.  

There is always a possibility of growth when it comes to 

developing one’s personality and overcoming one’s emo-

tions. When one accepts this fact that it is their percep-

tion that guides their emotions and there is a possibility 

of change when it comes to beliefs, only then can they 

grow as a person. One has to learn how to overcome the 

pain they feel and perceive each situation as a life lesson. 

That is when one can turn things around and really 

grow, that is when it possible for the person to think 

outrageously. 

 

- Hemani Sheth 
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ALUMNI SPEAKS 

 
YASH MODI 

SLS ‘10 
 
Before I start answering these, I’ll just give a short 
intro so that it puts all my answers into perspec-
tive.  
I am a School of Liberal Studies, PDPU pass out 
from the batch of 2010. While at SLS, I majored in 
Business Administration (Marketing) and minored 
in Corporate Communication. I went on to pursue 
my passion for advertising at Xavier Institute of 
Communication (XIC) under St. Xavier’s College, 
Mumbai. And I currently work at BBDO India 
which is one of India’s foremost creative advertis-
ing agencies. I am a copy-writer here, which basi-
cally means I am paid to think stuff no one has 
thought of and write it in a way no one has heard 
of. 
 
How far Liberal Arts pedagogy has been helpful 
to you to reach where you are today in compari-
son to conventional way of learning? 
 
It has been a boon. It has made me open my ears 
and eyes to a lot of voices rather than just being fo-
cused and directed towards one. Simply put, 
thanks to a liberal arts background I have the hun-
ger to learn and absorb more from anything and 
everything, not to forget that the same background 
helps me understand everything better than my 
peers and colleagues. In advertising, our clients 

range from FMCG to banks to baby care products 
to sports channels. Thankfully, I haven’t had trou-
ble understanding how any of these function all 
thanks to a strong foundation built at SLS. A con-
ventional method would have constricted my quest 
for learning but liberal arts open more avenues than 
one, which is why the magic follows.  
 
What are your essential learning outcomes from 
School of Liberal Studies? 
 
There are mainly three outcomes that came 
through my time at SLS: education, exposure and 
experiences. Education is the more apparent one 
here but the ones that really had an impact on me 
were the exposure and magnitude of possibilities 
and the experiences I could live here. These were 
the seeds of what all I took away after four years in 
a quaint little corner in Gandhinagar. The exposure 
includes the insane number of guest lectures, work-
shops, events, committees, performances, organisa-
tions I got to be a part of. A very special mention to 
being part of the small bunch that started SLS Mir-
ror. And the experiences that SLS allowed me to 
have like interning with a dream company Ogilvy 
in Delhi, spending a month in Dharamsala at the 
Dalai Lama’s monastery and participating in the 
Jagriti Yatra. These experiences and exposure com-
bined with classroom education is what moulded 
me for the outside. Essentially, had it just all been 
inside closed walls, my journey wouldn’t have been 
half as good. Classes were fodder for the mind; the 
other two were fodder for the heart.  
 
Your message to current liberal studies students 
as alumni of SLS. 
 
There is no better time for liberal studies in India 
than right now. Our country needs people who 
think beyond set boundaries of our rather mundane 
education system and now that I am in the real 
world, I know liberal studies students are the an-
swer. There are opportunities in every nook and 
corner. Start early, don’t wait till your 4th year to 
start participating and taking things seriously. Eve-
ry winter/summer break is an opportunity waiting 
to be realized. Do the things you like doing. By the 
time you graduate you would have enough experi-
ences to decide what you eventually want to do 
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ahead in life. Our course allows us to take up so many projects and assignments across the country and 
world. Take something up and follow it through. You will cherish and value it even more after these four 
years at SLS. And while a ton of these activities are important, never underestimate the power of a passion-
ate professor teaching you as you sit in class. Utmost priority.  
 
Anything that you would like to share… 
 
Two points: First, choose internships at places where there is scope of learning not places which won’t 
give you work but will look good on your CV. My first internship was at a local advertising agency where 
we made ads in Gujarati for jyotishis. It had 5 employees and 4 benches and a truckload of work waiting 
for me. That’s where it all began. Second, our generation is a generation of born networkers. Social net-
working is one, real-life networking is the other part. Realize the importance of knowing the right people 
and getting the right information from them. That will help you a long way. 
SLS has been a joyride and everything that has happened after it, a roller coaster. Make the most of anthing 
that is put in front of you, not too many are too lucky.  
 
In case any of you would like to get in touch, you can write to yashfmodi@gmail.com 
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FACULTY ACHIEVEMENTS 

Dr. Sriram Divi 
As a part of the Pilot study of IC-IMPACTS (Indo-Canada Centre for Innovative Multidisciplinary Part-
nerships to Accelerate Community Transformation and Sustainability), SLS Faculty member Dr. D. Sriram 
from Public Administration Department accompanied Mr. Michael Serpe from the department of Chemis-
try, Alberta University, Canada.  

Ms Supriya Pal  
Presented a paper on "Enhancement of Training Effectiveness: A Case Study" at Edge Farm - CII WR HR 
Case Study Writing Competition on 26th February, 2016. The case study, prepared on the real situation 
faced by the power sector of Gujarat focuses on the importance of the training methodology and its related 
effectiveness in the performance of the organization. The main focus sample was towards the employees 
who are above 50 years. The case was selected in the top five cases in the primary category of the competi-
tion.  

Ms. Neeta Khurana 
Published an article titled “ Exploring the Female Spaces in the Confines of the male Tradition” in Re-
search Scholar: An International Refereed e-Journal of Literary Explorations, Vol. 4 Issue I February 2016, 
ISSN 2320 – 6101 
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FACULTY ACHIEVEMENTS 

Dr. Sitakanata Mishra 
Co-authored article “Dragon in Space” in Geopolitics (New Delhi) magazine of Vol. Vi, issue IX, February 
2016. 
Co-Convener of Nuclear security workshop jointly organised by PDPU, Texas AnM and PNS (US) in 
PDPU during February 10-12, 2016. 
Delivered a lecture on “Nuclear Security: Legal Aspects” at the “Nuclear Security” workshop jointly organ-
ised by PDPU, Texas AnM and PNS (US) on 10 Feb 2016. 
 

Dr. Sanjay Pradhan  
Presented a paper on “The Islamic State (IS) and Oil Market: A Reference to Syria and Iraq” in an Interna-
tional Conference on Energy and Infrastructure Management (ICEIM-2016) held at SPM, PDPU on Febru-
ary 18-19, 2016.  Also, the paper has been published in the Conference Proceedings. 
 
 

Prof. Pradeep Mallik of the Dept of Mass Communication and Dr. Sitakanta Mishra of Department 
of International Relations  
Invited as speakers/ panelists at National Seminar on “UN @ 70: Urgent Need for Reforms to Retain Vitali-
ty and Relevance in the Ever-changing World, February, 2016; Gujarat National Law University, Gandhi-
nagar. While Prof Mishra moderated the session, Prof Mallik chaired a paper presentation session.  
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FACULTY ACHIEVEMENTS 

Ms. Urmi Satyan 
A Research Paper by Ms. Urmi Satyan titled “M G Vassanji’s The Book of Secrets: A Study of Engendered 
Culture of Colonized East Africa” was published in The Criterion: An International Journal in English. 
ISSN 0976-8165 Vol. 7, Issue. I (February 2016). 
 
 
Ms. Meena Bilgi 

invited to be a member of the Regional Committee of Western Region of GEF/UNDP Small Grant Pro-
gramme (SGP) for four years. GEF-SGP has facilitated more than 400 action based and Community led 
initiatives in India. The roles and responsibilities include strategic direction to the program and considera-
tion of the various grant proposals. 
represented WOCAN discussed ‘Gender and SDGs’ at the National Consultation on “Taking the Sustaina-
ble Development and Climate Agenda Post 2015” held on 21 Feb in Pune, India. The objective of the consul-
tation was to discuss what lies ahead for the climate and development agenda in 2016 and beyond. The 
Consultation explored how best to engage with the national and regional agenda and to ensure that equi-
ty, justice and an end to poverty and hunger remain at the heart of those debates. 
The CSOs have the enviable task of bringing synergy among the various movements and fringe energies 
into mainstream development dialogue, which can be achieved best collectively. About 40 participants 
from different states discussed what they have done and can do further to strengthen sustainable develop-
ment, gender concerns and climate agenda at the national, regional and global level with much emphasis 
on “nationalization of these agendas.” They also discussed about upcoming global and regional fora like the 
Asia Pacific Forum on Sustainable Development and 60th meeting of the UN Commission on Status of 
Women. Mr. Prakash Javdekar, Minister of Ministry of Enviornment, Forests & Climate Change, also ad-
dressed the Consultations.  
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STUDENTS’ ACHIEVEMENTS 

SLS, PDPU students performing in Rannutsav- 2016 

Rann Utsav is a carnival of music and dance to enhance the natural beauty of the White Rann. This year 

Malav Na Maniyara – the Garba group and Offbeat – the music group of PDPU had participated in this 

cultural carnival organised by the Gujarat Tourism. The main objective of this was to provide a bigger plat-

form to the talent students of PDPU to showcase their talent. The performances were scheduled on 6th 

and 7th February 2016. All performances for these two days were from PDPU. They had entirely allotted 

the stages to PDPU students to keep the audience entertained as well as promote Gujarat as a brand 

through the performances because all these acts were based on Gujarati Culture- Garba and Gujarati mu-

sic. There were a total of 6 performances of PDPU students of which five were dance performances 

(Garba) choreographed under the guidance of Mr. Arunsinh Zala who is a PDPU alumni and a great dance 

enthusiast as well as choreographer who has been winning Garba competitions forever and has been a part 

of one of the best Garba groups in Gandhinagar. One semi classical music performance was also given by 

the members and performers of the Offbeat club of PDPU. In all, 25 students had participated in this cul-

tural carnival. They were accompanied by Mr. Arunsinh Zala as a choreographer and Mr. Mumukshu 

Trivedi as a faculty coordinator. Overall it was a great learning experience for them. The organisers were 

impressed by all the performances put up by students and looked forward to their participation next year 

as well. 

 

Mr. Anmol Jain and Ms. Urvi Shah (SLS ‘13) 

Were invited to conduct a Quiz (QuizBall) by Gujarat Power Engineering and Research Institute as a part 

of POWERFEST-2016" - A State Level Annual Technical Festival on 18-19 February, 2016, where more than 

900 students from over 20 engineering institutes participated. 
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STUDENTS’ ACHIEVEMENTS 

Ms. Simoni Dalal, and Ms. Juhi Shah (SLS ‘14) 

Presented a paper titled- 'Trend Analysis and Issues in Humanitarian Intervention: UN Perspective' at at 

the conference UN@70: Urgent need to reform held at Gujarat National Law University on February 19, 

2016. 

 

Ms. Shivani Shah (SLS ‘15) and Mr. Vedant Sharma (SLS ‘13) 

Presented a paper titled Hayavadana:  A woman’s deft freedom or a suffocating plight? in an International 

Multidisciplinary Conference-2016 ( Hosted by Unique Conferences Canada and International Centre for 

Research and Development) at Colombo, Srilanka  on  February 2-3, 2016. 

 

Ms. Shivani Raj and Ms. Pankti Desai (SLS ‘14) 

Presented a paper titled- Evaluatuion of cost and benefits of having India as a P6’ at the conference 

UN@70: Urgent need to reform held at Gujarat National Law University on February 19, 2016. 
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STUDENTS’ ACHIEVEMENTS 

Simran Bhatia (SLS ‘14) and Maria Amravatiwala (SLS ‘13)  

Presented a paper titled 'Russia-India Cooperation in the Oil and Gas Sector-A Geopolitical and Economic 

Perspective' in an International Conference on Energy & Infrastructure Management (ICEIM-2016)held at 

School of Petroleum Management (SPM),PDPU on February 18-19, 2016 

 

Manas Daxini (SLS ‘13) 

Presented two papers titled "Ecofeminism: Relevance of the Concept Today" and "India through Holly-

wood's Lens: Stereotyping India by Bollywood Cinema" at International Conference on Education and So-

cial Sciences (INTCESS'16) organised by OCERINT International Organization Center of Academic Re-

search held in Istanbul, Turkey  from 8th to 10th February, 2016.  

 

Rishiraj Derhgawen, Prachi Bhomia and Manas Daxini (SLS ‘13) 

Presented a paper titled “A Study of Effect of Time on Atrention-Span/ Concentration of College Students: 

An Experimental Analysis” at International Conference on Education and Social Sciences (INTCESS'16) 

organised by OCERINT International Organization Center of Academic Research held in Istanbul, Tur-

key  from 8th to 10th February, 2016.  

 

Revati Bhagchandani  (SLS ‘13) 

Presented a paper titled " Effect of loneliness on the psychological well-being of college stu-

dents"at  International conference of Identity Culture and Communication on 12-13th November, 2015 

in  Deira, Dubai  
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BIRD-NOCULARS 

INDIAN ROLLER  

Physical appearance: Indian Roller is also called Blue Jay. It is 13 inch long and is striking blue in colour. 

Indian Roller weighs around 80 -100 g. It's eyes and bill are black. It has a large head and short neck. Its 

crown, lower wings and tail are blue green in colour. The throat and upper breast are purple in colour. The 

back and abdomen are gray in colour. Males and females are similar in appearance.  

Scientific Name: Coracias benghalensis 

Local Name: નીલકંઠ (Neelkanth) 

Habitat: Indian Roller prefers open ground, cultivated fields, local parks and cities at lower elevation. 

Diet: Indian Roller is omnivorous. It mainly feeds on frogs. It also favours lizards, acorns, grasshoppers, 

crickets, Butterflies and moths. 

Size: 31 cm 

Bill: Black 

Nest: Collection of straw, rags and rubbish in a natural tree hollow 

Egg: 4-5, glossy white, roundish ovals 

Call: Loud, raucous croaks and chuckles 

 

PDPU campus habitats various kinds of birds on and around it. Let us know the bird and find on our 

campus. If You can capture a photograph of this bird on/around PDPU campus, it will be incorpo-

rated in the next issue of Mirror with your Name! Hurry! 
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CREATE-WITTY CORNER 

THE SECOND HAND FLOWERS 

 

They purchase us for events. 

This time it was an International Conference.  

The event never bothers. 

They pay high price to the vendor, really. 

We wonder! Who decides our market value? 

 

Let it be! 

 

They say we are beautiful, colourful and fragrant.  

But, they never acknowledge 

However, we are proud to be bought at high price,  

We distinctly remember the announcement in the conference… 

“Please welcome our Chief Guest with a bouquet”.  

“Bouquet” is our collective name…as you have a community of  

so and so… 

We always stay together, irrespective of our variegated characteristics. 

We are oriented that way.  

 

We all love to be sown, grown, plucked and sold at whatever cost tag. 

But we don’t like to be dumped. 

 

The chief guest receives us and we feel privileged.   

But within a minute we are put aside. 

We all together make the hall fragrant but all in vain.  

In a corner of the stage, covered in plastic, we silently, helplessly blossom.  

 

Fortunately, this time, we were taken home by a lady. 

The organizer told her, “Take them all, of no use”.  

How happy she was to have us in her lap! 

She took us to a playground and gifted us to children.  

They all were like us, blooming.  

We all laughed, danced and played together.  

The children left us in the late evening; their parents called them.  

And as you know, we live only for a day. 

We, the second hand flowers, will wither and make good compost.  

 

 

- Ms. Urmi Satyan 
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CREATE-WITTY CORNER 

Brooding Over Self Evolution 

 

Sahil Desai (SLS ‘12) 

 

 

 

Aayush Choksi (SLS ‘13) 
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CREATE-WITTY CORNER 

 

 

Ahad Saiyad 

SLS ‘12 
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UPCOMING EVENTS 

4th Convocation, PDPU 

UN@70,  

Arth Samvaad  

International Relations Quiz 

Mass Communication Guest Lecture 

Sports Carnival at PDPU 

SPSS Workshop 

 

Cycle Sharing Project 

 

Felicitation of Shri DJ Pandian 

 

 

 

 

 

 

EDITORIAL TEAM 
 

Ms. Niyati Trivedi 

Anmol Jain | Urvi Shah 

Jasmine Pereira | Manas Daxini 

Aayush Choksi 

Special Mention: Ms. Khushali Purohit | Khushboo Patel 
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